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  Fire Statistics for Residential Facilities— 
McNichols Campus (2020) 

All Residential Housing is located at 4001 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit, MI 48221 

Residential 
Facility 

Total Fires 
in Building 

Fire 
Number 

Cause of 
Fire 

Number of 
Injuries 

that 
Required 

Treatment 
at a Medical 

Facility 

Number of 
Deaths 

Related to a 
Fire 

Value of 
Property 
Damaged 
Caused by 

Fire 

Holden Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 
Shiple Hall 0 0 0 0 0 0 
North Quad 0 0 0 0 0 0 
South Quad 0 0 0 0 0 0 
East Quad 0 0 0 0 0 0 
West Quad 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Residential 
Facility 

Fire System 
Monitored by 
Public Safety 

Building 
Equipped with 

Fire Alarms 

Building 
Equipped with 

Smoke Detectors 

Number of 
Evacuation Drills 

Conducted 
Holden Hall Yes Yes Yes 5 
Shiple Hall Yes Yes Yes 5 
North Quad Yes Yes Yes 5 
South Quad Yes Yes Yes 5 
East Quad Yes Yes Yes 5 
West Quad Yes Yes Yes 5 
Quad Commons Yes Yes Yes 5 
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website. Fire safety information is available on the University Emergency Procedure Guide and located in 
the Detroit Mercy Emergency Response Plan. Follow this link to access fire safety information 
www.udmercy.edu/publicsafety/emergency_readiness or call the Department of Public Safety at (313) 
993-1235 M-F between 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

The University is committed to promoting and maintaining a healthy work and academic environment 
that is as close to tobacco free as practicably possible and in accordance with all federal, state and local 
laws. Students, employees and visitors are prohibited from using tobacco throughout all University 
buildings (exception University Apartments), University vehicles and outside of buildings within 25 feet 
of any entrance, air intake duct and/or window. 

Daily Fire Log 
A daily fire log is available for review 24 hours a day on the University of Detroit Mercy DPS website at: 
www.udmercy.edu/publicsafety/clery/incidents/index.htm.  The information in the fire log includes the 
nature, date, time and the value of property damage caused by a fire. The Annual Security report is 
available 24 hours a day on the University of Detroit Mercy Department of Public Safety website at: 
www.udmercy.edu/publicsafety/clery/fire/index.htm 

REPORTING A FIRE EMERGENCY 

PURPOSE 
For purposes of this policy, the University of Detroit Mercy Department of Public Safety discloses to the 
University Community how to report fire safety matters that take place on and around the University’s 
campuses that may pose a threat to safety. 

SCOPE 
This policy applies to students who reside in campus housing, non-residential students, employees, 
contractors, consultants, temporary help, and other workers at Detroit Mercy, including all personnel 
affiliated with third parties. 

POLICY 

To report a fire safety matter occurring on or nearby a Detroit Mercy campus immediately contact the 
Detroit Mercy Department of Public Safety 24-hour communications center. 

DETROIT MERCY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 
24-HOUR EMERGENCY LINE (313) 993-1234 

You can also reach Public Safety by dialing (313) 993-1234 for non-emergencies, or by using the exterior 
emergency telephones located throughout campus parking lots or near some buildings. 

Any suspicious activity or person observed loitering in the parking lots, inside the building or around the 
Residence Halls should be immediately reported to the Department of Public Safety. In addition, if you 
are a victim involved in a fire incident you may also report a crime to the following areas: 
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Monica Williams, Dean of Students (313) 993-1028 
Sandra Alef, Residence Life (313) 993-1439 

When the situation necessitates the Detroit Mercy Department of Public Safety will make a notification to 
the Detroit Fire Department for a response. Each department augments the other within its jurisdictions 
during mutual incidents and investigations. Detroit Mercy officers attend regular meetings with local law 
enforcement agencies to exchange ideas and problems, which may be of concern to the University 
community. 

Residence Halls 
Detroit Mercy only has residential housing on the McNichols Campus. Our residential complex has the 
capacity to house nearly 900 students each term. Residential students are educated to immediately 
report fire-related incidents as follows: 

• Verbally alert other occupants as you exit 
• To the extent safely possible assist others who may need assistance 
• Use the stairs to evacuate the building. Do not use the elevators. 
• Go to the nearest Evacuation Area 
• Wait for further instruction from on-scene emergency personnel 

ABOUT CAMPUS FIRE DRILLS 

PURPOSE 
To educate residential students on procedures related to building evacuation. 

SCOPE 
In conjunction with the Department of Public Safety, the Office of Residence Life schedules regular fire 
drills for each residence hall. 

POLICY 
Fire drills occur intermittently each term in each residence hall. On-campus residents must evacuate to 
designated evacuation areas and follow the procedures detailed below: 

• Check your room door for heat. If hot, do not open it. 
• If the door is cool, open it slowly and check the hallway for smoke. 
• If the hallway is passable, immediately and swiftly leave your room. 
• Close and lock your room door. 
• Help others who may need assistance. 
• Evacuate the areas via stairs. Do not use the elevators. 
• Go to the Evacuation Areas as directed. 
• Do not return to the building for any reason until the Department of Public Safety determines it is 

safe to do so. 
• The Department of Public Safety and Office of Residence Life staff will direct you when it is safe to 

return to the building. 
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Failure to evacuate a building after an alarm or attempts to reenter a building before permission is 
granted will result in disciplinary action and could include criminal charges from the Department of 
Public Safety. 

CAMPUS EVACUATION POLICY 
PURPOSE 
For purposes of this policy the University of Detroit Mercy Department of Public Safety discloses fire 
safety evacuation procedures to the University community for incidents that take place in University 
structures that pose a threat to safety. 

SCOPE 
This policy applies to students who reside in campus housing, non-residential students, employees, 
contractors, consultants, temporary help, and other workers at the Detroit Mercy, including all personnel 
affiliated with third parties. 

POLICY 
The first person to discover a fire or evacuation situation is responsible for immediately activating the 
nearest fire pull station and calling the Department of Public Safety from a safe location. 

DETROIT MERCY DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

24-HOUR EMERGENCY LINE (313) 993-1234 

• Be calm and carefully give all information requested. 
• EVACUATE IMMEDIATELY in case of a fire or upon notification. 
• DO NOT USE ELEVATORS. 
• When an emergency evacuation is ordered or when audio or visual alarms are activated, all 

persons are required to evacuate the premises immediately. 
• All alarms must be treated as a warning of an actual emergency. Do not take time to get personal 

possessions. 
• If smoke is present, stay close to the floor as you exit. 
• If possible and safe, turn off laboratory gases, and exhaust fans and close doors/windows as you 

exit. 
• All faculty and staff should help direct students and visitors to obey evacuation orders. 
• Faculty should assure that students in their class who have mobility difficulty are assisted in the 

evacuation, making sure these students get at least to a stairwell landing. 
• All University employees are responsible to know the location of exits and be able to identify their 

building's evacuation route(s) in an emergency. 
• Designated Building Coordinators shall ensure, to the extent practical, that the site-specific 

Evacuation Plan of their building is followed, and that the evacuation of the facility proceeds until 
emergency personnel arrive. 

• Exit the building using the nearest marked exit and posted evacuation route. 
• Proceed to the designated outside Gathering Point shown on the evacuation map posted in the 

building. 
• Obey the directions of emergency response personnel or the Building Coordinator(s). 
• Be alert to the presence of persons requiring evacuation assistance and assist as much as possible 

to get them out or to a stairwell landing. 
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• Notify emergency personnel immediately upon arrival of the exact location of any person(s) who 
may be having difficulty evacuating. 

• Emergency response personnel will direct you if it will be necessary to proceed to another 
location. 

• Do not return to an evacuated building until the Department of Public Safety announces all clear 

Residence Halls 
When the fire alarm sounds, on-campus residents must evacuate to the nearest designated evacuation 
area and begin the fire evacuation procedures: 

• Check your room door for heat. If hot, do not open it. 
• If door is cool, open it slowly and check the hallway for smoke. 
• If the hallway is passable, immediately and swiftly leave your room. 
• Close and lock your room door. 
• Help others who may need assistance. 
• Evacuate the areas via stairs. Do not use the elevators. 
• Go to the Evacuation Areas as directed. 
• Do not return to the building for any reason until the Department of Public Safety determines it is 

safe to do so. 
• The Department of Public Safety and Office of Residence Life staff will direct you when it is safe to 

return to the building. 
• After any evacuation, report to your designated area assembly point. Stay there until an accurate 

head count has been taken. 

FAILURE TO EVACUATE A BUILDING AFTER AN ALARM OR ATTEMPTS TO REENTER A BUILDING 
BEFORE PERMISSION IS GRANTED WILL RESULT IN DISCIPLINARY ACTION AND COULD INCLUDE 
CRIMINAL CHARGES FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY. 

STUDENT HOUSING FIRE SAFETY SYSTEMS AND 

IMPROVEMENTS 

PURPOSE 
The University of Detroit Mercy releases to the University Community information on the residence hall 
emergency fire systems. 

SCOPE 
This policy applies to students, employees, contractors, consultants, temporary help, and other workers 
at the University of Detroit Mercy, including all personnel affiliated with third parties who may reside in a 
Detroit Mercy residence hall or provide services to the residential complex on an intermittent basis. 

POLICY 
In accordance with state and federal fire regulations, the University provides residential living space for 
students and designated employees on a limited basis. All Detroit Mercy housing quarters are fire-safe 
facilities that meet the required fire codes as set forth by the State of Michigan and City Ordinance. Our 
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residential complex is monitored 24-Hours a day 7 days a week by the University’s Department of Public 
Safety. The University provides routine equipment tests to ensure operability. The Detroit Fire 
Department provides an annual inspection of hydrants located on Detroit Mercy campuses. 

The residential halls are equipped with standard fire pull stations and fire alert horns that are activated 
when a pull station is engaged. Many of the halls also have floor fire strobe indicators. The University 
provides fire-safe notification systems that meet ADA regulations to accommodate students with certain 
disabilities. The Department of Public Safety and the Office of Residence Life staff also provide on an as-
needed basis a fire watch patrol if systems go offline for any reason. 

Fire System types and Improvements for all Residential Halls 

Shiple Hall 
• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 
• Fire suppression testing. 
• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 
• Fire alarm system upgraded 2021 

Holden Hall 
• No fire suppression 
• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 
• Fire suppression testing. 
• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 

Quad Complex 
• Limited Fire suppression; trash rooms, custodial and mechanical. 
• Limited fire alarm pull stations report local and to Public Safety 
• Stand- alone, lithium battery-operated smoke detectors 
• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 
• Fire suppression testing. 
• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 

West Quad 
• Stand-alone, lithium battery-operated smoke detectors in each room. 
• Limited fire alarm pull stations report local and to Public Safety. 
• Limited fire suppression in trash rooms, custodial and mechanical. 
• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 
• Fire suppression testing. 
• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 

South Quad 
• Stand-alone, lithium battery-operated smoke detectors in each room. 
• Limited fire alarm pull stations report local and to Public Safety. 
• Limited fire suppression in the trash room, custodial and mechanical. 
• Fire alarm system upgraded in 2021 
• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 

Annual Security & Fire Safety Report Page | 96 



 
      

 

  
  

 
 

    
  
  
  
  
  

 
 

 
  
  
  
  
  

  
 

 

  
 

  

  

  

    

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

   

  

  

   

  

  

  

   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Fire suppression testing. 
• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 

East Quad 
• New National Time fire alarm, the entire building. Certified in 2020 reports to Public Safety. 
• Limited fire suppression in trash rooms, custodial and mechanical. 
• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 
• Fire suppression testing. 
• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 

North Quad 
• New National Time fire alarm, the entire building. Certified in 2018 reports to Public Safety. 
• Limited fire suppression in trash rooms, custodial and mechanical. 
• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 
• Fire suppression testing. 
• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 

PROHIBITED RESIDENTIAL HALL ITEMS 

The Office of Residence Life strives to develop a safe living and learning environment where residents are 
engaged in a structured academic, personal, and social community. To ensure we meet these expectations 
and to minimize the potential for fires in the University of Detroit Mercy residential community, it is the 
policy of the University of Detroit Mercy to prohibit the use of the following: 

• Air Conditioners 

• Broilers 

• Candles (with or without wicks) 

• Coffee Pots without a timer and auto-shutoff 

• Crock Pots 

• Deep fryer 

• Electric blankets 

• Electric frying pans 

• Electric space heaters 

• Extension cords longer than 6 feet (no more than 2 per room) 

• Explosives/Firecrackers/Fireworks 

• Electric Pressure Cooker 

• Iron w/o automatic shutoff 

• Gas Grills 

• Gas Heaters 

• George Foreman grills 

• Griddles 

• Halogen Lights/Lamps and Heating Lamps and Lava Lamps 

• Heating coils 

• Hookahs, Bongs, or other items that can be considered drug paraphernalia 
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• Hot Water Makers/Tea Kettles w/o Digital Timer and Temperature Gauge 

• Heat fans, ceramic heaters, etc. 

• Hot plates 

• Open faced Grills (i.e., waffle irons, quesadilla makers, etc.) 

• Mattresses 

• Incense/Wax/ Potpourri burner and warmer 

• Pets, other than fish (10-gallon aquarium or less) 

• Rice Cookers 

• Refrigerators larger than 5 cubic feet (only 1 refrigerator permitted per room) 

• Sandwich makers 

• Sun lamps 

• Signs considered to be University, Government, or another’s property 

• Toasters and/or Toaster ovens 

• Microwave more than 700 Watts 

• Amplifiers, Subwoofers, and/or Stereos over 100 watts (or otherwise deemed a 
nuisance to the community) - Sound should not be heard beyond the walls of the room. 

• Weapons 

• Waterbeds 

• Lofts other than those authorized by the University of Detroit Mercy 

• Four or more armed lamps 

• All cooking items that use an open flame or heating element 

• Performed annual testing of fire alarm system. 

• Fire suppression testing. 

• Annual fire extinguisher inspections. 

NOTE: Extension Cords and Corded Surge Protectors cannot be plugged into each other (i.e., daisy 
chained).  No more than 6 items can be plugged into an outlet. -All electrical appliances must be UL-
approved -Curling Irons, Hair Straighteners, and other electronic hair devices with a heating element 
must remain unplugged when not in use. -Items are not to be hung from any ceiling. Damage resulting 
from items attached to the ceiling may result in a damage charge being assessed. -All university furniture 
must remain in the room. Relocation of any university-issued furniture is in direct violation of the 
Residence Life Policy and could result in a fine or fee to replace the missing furniture. Residence Life will 
not remove furniture from any room by request. Some rooms containing a single occupant may have 
furniture for double occupancy. 
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