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Welcome to the 16th Annual
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit
Conference!
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit in partnership with
University of Detroit Mercy ofers a Bioneers Pollinator
event. Our annual conference will provide a platform
for community members to learn, network and
highlight innovative approaches to environmental,
economic and social challenges. The Local
Programming Committee has selected “One Earth
Community” as the Conference theme. Our focus is on
promoting a sustainable, racially-equitable, inclusive
community that fosters life-giving relationships,
nurtures connections, and celebrates solutions for
restoring and healing Earth.
One Earth Community is an intentionally broad
theme as we seek diverse voices and participation
in a conference that considers solutions to the many
challenges facing our Earth Community. We see this
conference as an opportunity for the community
to share experiences and strategies to ensure we
humans are a positive force for the earth community
by addressing the critical issues such as environmental
degradation, systemic racism, and health disparities.
We hope that by attending, you will be able to explore
the above topics, develop skills and become motivated
to engage in action for the betterment of our One
Earth Community.
We ofer Tours, Youth Learnshops and Adult
Learnshops on Friday October 15. Youth Learnshops
are intended for ages 12-18, Middle and High School.
On Saturday October 16, we will ofer morning and
afternoon Adult Learnshops. The conference opens
and closes with land acknowledgment ceremonies.
Tours are all within the City of Detroit. Two tours are
walking tours in areas adjacent to our campus. For
the other three tours, buses will be provided. Tours
will take 2 1/2 hours. After lunch on Friday, there will
be learnshops for both Adults and youth. Throughout
Friday and Saturday you will have access to local
vendor and exhibitor tables who will share with you
products and information related to the GLBD themes
and mission. Delicious lunches and snacks will be
provided by Chef Phil Jones and his Farmacy Foods
organization, relying on local organic produce.
Our university is following Covid-19 safety protocols.
Currently we require masking indoors. Seating will be
arranged at half our usual capacity, for approximately
three feet distancing indoors. There will be concerts
and learnshops outdoors on Friday and part of
Saturday, so those of you who prefer to be outdoors
can still have a great GLBD conference, eating lunch
and attending sessions outdoors (weather permitting),
and even going on the walking tours Friday morning.
The university continually updates our policy which is
informed by the latest CDC guidelines. We look
forward to welcoming you to our campus!
Sincerely,
Gail Presbey
Nicholas Schroeck
GLBD 2021 Conference co-Chairs

Conference Schedule at a Glance
Registration, Plenaries, Dining area and Exhibits (Fitness Center - FC)
Learnshops: Locations provided upon arrival. Register Online: udmercy.edu/glbd

FRIDAY, October 15

SATURDAY, October 16

8 to 9
9

Registration - (Fitness Center)
Opening and Welcome

8 to 9

9:30 to 11:45

Concurrent Session A: Tours and Videos

Registration. Continental breakfast.
“Seeding the Field” Bioneers videos.
(Fitness Center)

11:45 to 12:40

Lunch (Fitness Center)

9 to 10:10

Concurrent Session E: Learnshops and
Videos

12:45 to 1:45

Concurrent Session B: ADULTS and
YOUTH (7th to 12th grade) Learnshops,
Concert (Life Sciences, Briggs,
Architecture, Pavilion)

10:25 to 11:35

Concurrent Session F: Learnshops and
Videos

11:40 to 12:35

Lunch/ Exhibits/Networking

YOUTH

(7th to 12th grade)

12:40 to 1:50

1:55 to 2:20

Plenary: Students Report Back on their
Experience (Fitness Center)

Concurrent Session G: Learnshops and
Videos

2:00 to 3:10

2:30

Departure of Youth

Concurrent Session H: Learnshops and
Videos

3:10 to 3:30

Break /Snack/ Exhibits/Networking

3:30 to 4:40

Concurrent Session I: Learnshops and
Videos

4:50 to 5:20

Conference Closing Ritual

ADULTS
2:40 to 3:50

Concurrent Session C: Learnshops and
Videos

3:50 to 4:10

Break/Exhibits/Snack/Networking

4:10 to 5:20

Concurrent Session D: Learnshops and
Videos

FRIDAY, YOUNG BIONEERS DAY - AT GLBD!
FRIDAY, October 15

(8 am arrival, 2:30 pm departure)
8 to 9

Registration (Fitness Center)

9:00-9:25

Welcome and sending forth

9:30 to 11:45

Tours

11:45 to 12:40

Lunch

12:45 to 1:45

Youth Learnshops

1:45 to 1:55

Prep for Sharing Insights

1:55 to 2:25

Youth Presentations (FC)

2:30

Youth Departure

Youth Schedule (7th to 12th grades)

Registration fees: $5 per student (includes tour, lunch
and youth learnshop), $45 per teacher per day and $20 per
chaperone per day (includes tour, lunch and afternoon
program). Other teachers who wish to attend the
conference are welcome at the same discount price of $45
per day. We ask you to follow the Friday adult conference
schedule. Teachers will fnd the entire conference relevant
to their work.
How to Register: You can register and pay on line.
Find our registration link at https://udmercy.edu/glbd.
Because we can only accommodate 200 students,
registration will be on a frst registered/PAID frst served
basis. Once you register you will receive additional
information.
To register by mail, contact Gail Presbey at presbegm@
udmercy.edu or call 313-993-1124 for further instructions.

Logistics: Teachers need to seek parental approval and make transportation arrangements to and from
the conference. Please do everything you can to have students present for the entire time. Leaving early
can disrupt learnshops and student refections that bring closure to the day..
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FRIDAY, October 15
8 to 9 am
9 to 9:25
9:30 to 11:45

Registration
Opening and Welcome
Concurrent Session A: TOURS, and
VIDEOS
Five tours will be ofered Friday Morning. Two are
walking tours; three have bus transportation provided.
Buses leave promptly @ 9:30. Tours are included in the
registration fee. Tour space is limited and will be assigned
on a frst registered, frst served basis. While you travel
take time to get to know other people in your tour. Lunch
will be available to enjoy on your return. You may want to
continue the tour conversation over lunch.
A1. Tour: Green Storm Water Infrastructure at Gesu
Church and School
This student-led walking tour highlights a demonstration
rain garden, native plant garden, two bio swales, parking
lot gardens, school courtyard (including 500-gallon
cisterns), dry wells, disconnected downspouts, and
Gloryland community garden.
Stephanie Osborne has degrees in Sustainable Business
and Biology from Aquinas College in Grand Rapids, Mich.,
and Master of Public Health and Master of Urban Planning
degrees from Wayne State University. She is a member of the
Gesu Green Team.
A2. Tour: GSI-Informed Urban Groundwater
Monitoring Networks at WSU
This tour, at Wayne State University’s pilot Green
Stormwater Infrastructure’s (GSI) Urban Groundwater
Well Field, will take participants to two GSI locations and
demonstrate the surrounding groundwater monitoring
equipment, as well as the interconnections between
urban groundwater and environmental health stressors
like fooding. (Bus transportation provided)
Brendan O’Leary is a Ph.D. candidate in Environmental
Engineering at Wayne State University.
A3. Tour: Natural Connections — Palmer Park Habitat
Restoration Initiative
Participants will engage with representatives of the City
of Detroit/People for Palmer Park team who are leading a
habitat restoration in Palmer Park, one of the city’s largest
and oldest public parks. (Bus transportation provided)
A nationally recognized leader in restorative site and land
use strategies, programs and applications, David Yoca is a
consulting Landscape Architect/Ecological Planner based in
Grand Rapids, Mich.
A4. Tour: Evolution of SDEV’s Cadillac Urban Gardens
at Merritt as a Living-Laboratory
Southwest Detroit Environmental Vision (SDEV) partnered
with University of Detroit Mercy to conduct research in
Cadillac Urban Gardens at Merritt. Participants will learn
to identify the diverse environmental issues faced by
urban gardens in heavily industrialized areas of southwest
Detroit. (Bus transportation provided)
Victor Carmona-Galindo is an associate
professor in the Biology department at
University of Detroit Mercy, director of
Sustainability for University’s College of
Engineering and Science and a research
associate with the Center for Eco-Health
Research at the University of El Salvador.
A5. Tour: Parks, Streetscapes and Community Space:
Development along McNichols
This walking tour will introduce participants to Ella
Fitzgerald Park, Neighborhood HomeBase, the improved
McNichols streetscape and forthcoming developments
along the commercial corridor, focusing on strides toward
equitable development and what that means for residents
and neighborhood partners.
Ceara O’Leary is Co-Executive Director at the Detroit
Collaborative Design Center and Professor of Practice in the
Detroit Mercy School of Architecture

ALTERNATIVE TO THE TOURS:
A6. 9:40 to 10:50 Two Keynotes (Pre-recorded)
Farming While Black: Uprooting
Racism and Seeding Sovereignty
Before being forced to board the transatlantic slave ships,
African people braided seeds into their hair. Honoring
the legacy of cultural knowledge braided into the lineage
of Black and Indigenous folks means confronting the
systems of food insecurity, environmental racism and
climate change that disproportionately afects colonized
people.
Leah Penniman is the Co-Director and Program Manager at
Soul Fire Farm.

ALTERNATIVE TO TOURS - Continued
Indigenous Voices for Decolonized Futures
Indigenous peoples, deeply rooted in place-based
knowledge, are leading the way in developing strategies
on how best to approach climate justice and climate
resilience. What does climate and environmental justice
look like when Indigenous voices are brought to the
forefront?
Dr. Cutcha Risling Baldy is a leading Indigenous educator.

11 to 11:30 The Gesu tour (A1) will use the Fitness
Center for a concluding presentation. All others are also
welcome.
11:45 to 12:45 Lunch
Indoors at the Fitness Center. Concurrently, outdoors at
the Pavilion, you can have your lunch while listening to a
concert by Joe Reilly. (Note: In case of inclement weather,
we will post an alternative indoor
venue for listening, without lunch
service.)
Joe Reilly draws on his Native American
(Cherokee) heritage and engaged
Buddhist practices to craft and deliver
his unique, environmentally educational
songs. (Photo by Chad Skeers)

12:45 to 1:45 Concurrent Sessions B
FRIDAY LEARNSHOPS FOR ADULTS
AND YOUTH (Grades 7 – 12)
B1. A concert by Joe Reilly (second set!).
Outdoors at the Pavilion. (Note: In case of inclement
weather, we will post an alternative indoor venue.)
Joe Reilly draws on his Native American (Cherokee) heritage
and engaged Buddhist practices to craft and deliver his
unique, environmentally educational songs.
B2. “Laudato Si’” and the Challenge to Jesuit
Universities (Adults)
In keeping with Pope Francis’s encyclical, Laudato Si’, this
learnshop will focus primarily on how Jesuit universities
can lower their environmental footprints, educate all
students on the climate change crisis, and conduct
solution-based research. Detroit Mercy participants will
be encouraged to develop environmental sustainability
curricula for possible use at the University.
Nancy Tuchman, Ph.D. is an Aquatic Ecologist who studies
invasive species in the Great Lakes and their coastal wetlands.
She is Founding Dean of the School of Environmental
Sustainability. She will give her address via Zoom. Onstage in
the Fitness Center, Catherine Punsalan-Manlimos, Assistant
to the President for Mission Integration, will chair the session,
and Mara Livezey, Assistant Professor of Biochemistry, and
Whitney Thomas, Success Coach for TRIO Student Support
Services, will lead refections about how Tuchman’s address
can challenge and inspire us here at Detroit Mercy.
B3. Climate-driven Immigration (Youth & Adults;
aimed at high school audience)
Discover (See) real life stories of those afected by climate
change. Examine (Judge) climate change as one of the
root causes of immigration in today’s quickly changing
landscape. Identify and choose (Act) to engage in
personal lifestyle, local and global responses.
Della Lawrence works as a Campus Minister at Notre Dame
Preparatory and Marist Academy in Pontiac, Mich.
B4. Hands-on Solar Power (Youth)
Learn about solar power, electricity and how to assemble
a small-scale solar power system that lights thousands of
homes in low-income countries. You will test solar panels
and use a volt meter and hand tools to light an LED bulb.
John Barrie is a Solar Architect and Founder of the
Appropriate Technology Collaborative, a nonproft that
designs afordable, sustainable, technologies.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS B - Continued
B6. Storybuilding: the Human Right to Water and
Sanitation (Youth)
Racialized and politicized narratives have impaired
genuine public discussion on the right to water and
sanitation. Learn how stories of impacted and vulnerable
residents in Michigan have helped build a social
movement campaign that views water as a human right.
Sylvia Orduño and Nicole Hill are long-time organizers with
the People’s Water Board Coalition.
B7. Taking Action on Climate Change: Beyond
Protests and Reusable Straws (Youth)
This session will enable participants to take several
actions in support of climate legislation: 1) Email their
members of Congress; 2) Share a testimonial on why they
support climate action; 3) Use social media to engage
their members of Congress; and 4) Join a local chapter of
Citizens’ Climate Lobby to take further action.
Clara Fang is Student Engagement Director at Citizens’
Climate Lobby
B8. Why Vegan? (Youth & Adults)
Veganism is a lifestyle in which one does not use or
consume products which come from animals. This
presentation will challenge participants to consider how
their dietary choices afect themselves, the planet and
those around them.
Jake Houghton is a full-time college student working
towards becoming a secondary school teacher. He has been
a vegan since the age of 14.
B9. Nature is Where you FIND It!: Species diversity in
urban and suburban areas.
(Youth and Adult; outdoor tour, leaves from the front
of the Fitness Center).
Humans can provide food, water, shelter and space
for wildlife in their backyards, neighborhoods and
communities. Looking at our own “habitats” diferently
on our walk of the campus can inspire us all to provide
these needs and look for wildlife where they live.
Dorothy McLeer is the Program Coordinator at the University
of Michigan-Dearborn Environmental Interpretive Center.

1:50 to 2:20 Youth Presentations:
Sharing Insights from the
Learnshops
Fitness Center (Plenary)
FRIDAY AFTERNOON PROGRAM
ADULTS
2:40 to 3:50 Concurrent Sessions C
C1. Save Ourselves, Save Our Planet
In this session, the presenter shares the intimate
connection between caring for our Earth and caring for
ourselves. She covers the basics of organic gardening,
how fertile soil is analogous to a healthy human
microbiome, and the ecological wisdom that connects us
all. This wisdom can help us reverse climate change and
save ourselves.
S. K. Rosina Newton is an organic home and garden coach,
public speaker, writer, and natural landscape designer.
C2. Restorative Compensation for Displacement/
Dispossession from the Land
Discover sustainable strategies for restorative
compensation for government policy-created
displacement/dispossession from the land for various
minority groups in the United States including Native
Americans, African Americans, Appalachian ethnics and
Mexican Americans.
Bruce Ewen has an M.A. in Economics.

C3. Songwriting for Change: Folk Music for Our Time
Kris McLonis will give an overview of folk music as a
vehicle for social change and also present general
B5. How to Participate in Partisan and Non-partisan
principles and basic tips for writing songs to increase
movements for change
awareness of social and environmental issues and inspire
There is a great need and opportunity for younger
others to take action.
volunteers to keep fghting the good fght, whether
Kris McLonis is an Associate Librarian, Cataloging and
within political parties or nonpartisan movements. Each
participant will be encouraged to fnd a single cause that Database Management, Reference Services at McNichols
resonates with them, and determine how they might work Campus Library. She is also a political activist and singersongwriter.
on that cause most efectively.
Kris McLonis is an Associate Librarian, Cataloging and
Database Management, Reference Services at McNichols
Campus Library. She is also a political activist and
singer-songwriter.
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS C - Continued CONCURRENT SESSIONS E - Continued
C4. One Earth: Integrating Climate Action and
Biodiversity Conservation into a Blueprint for a
Livable Planet (Pre-recorded panel)
In this session, learn how we can protect and restore
50% of global landscapes while staying below 1.5°C
temperature rise in the next few decades. Projects such as
the newly launched Global Safety Net provide a roadmap.
Justin Winters, Co-Founder and Executive Director of
One Earth; Carly Vynne, Strategic Partner at RESOLVE;
Oscar Soria, Campaign Director at AVAAZ; Karl Burkart,
Managing Director of One Earth; Angela Amanakwa
Kaxuyana, member of the senior leadership of the Brazilian
Coordination of Indigenous peoples in the Amazon.

3:50 to 4:10 Afternoon Snack
4:10 to 5:20 Concurrent Sessions D
ADULT LEARNSHOPS AND VIDEOS
D1. The Spirit of the River - Detroit’s Green Future
Engage in brainstorming facilitated by Professor Mike
Whitty to generate positive actions to create a green
future through collaboration and
cooperation among the many
community groups/movements in
Detroit.
Mike Whitty, known by his nickname,
Dr. Detroit, is an inspirational speaker on
positive futures for greater Detroit.
D2. A Ritual of Oneness
Through meditation, story sharing, movement and song,
participants will meet each other, fully present, and
strive to reach that place where we intersect as one. This
ritual will build bridges with story sharing and allow for
healing and creativity. (Note: Learnshop is limited to 12
participants and will be ofered again at 2 p.m. Saturday).
Ruby Woods is a singer, songwriter, poet and ritual
performance artist.
D3. Two Keynotes (Pre-recorded)
The Upside of the Downside
The challenging crises we are currently engulfed in have
an upside: They are stripping away illusions to reveal
the profound faws in our societal systems and current
paradigms, pointing the way toward the new equitable
and life-afrming civilization we must now collectively
give birth to.
Kenny Ausubel is CEO and co-founder of Bioneers.
Why I’m Deepening into Indigenous Allyship
Learnings gleaned from Indigenous colleagues and
mentors hold immense value for all human beings, and
for all of our other Earth kin at this time. This keynote
closes with gratitude for the leadership of BIPOC women
and a prayer for healing.
Nina Simons is co-Founder of Bioneers.

E3. Eco-labyrinth Meditation: Calmness in the Midst
of Chaos
Learn to identify and explore the limitless wonder of the
“interior landscape” (soul) utilizing the labyrinth as ecomeditation. There will be provided a list of metro Detroit
labyrinths to walk, as well as the opportunity to walk the
labyrinth at the conference.
Dr. Ventra Asana, CEO and founder
of Spiritual Kinetics, urban conservationist
and eco-minister conducts webinars and
lectures on divine earth care.
E4. Public Health/Planetary Health/
One Health (Pre-recorded panel)
The current pandemic has starkly revealed that human
health is completely interconnected with the health
of ecosystems and with social equity. This session will
examine how we can rise to the challenge and radically
restructure our entire approach to health.
William B. Karesh, Ph.D., Executive Vice President for
Health and Policy at EcoHealth Alliance; Howard Frumkin,
Professor Emeritus, Environmental and Occupational Health
Sciences, University of Washington School of Public Health;
J.P. Harpignies, Bioneers’ Senior Producer.

10:30 to 11:40 Concurrent Sessions F
ADULT LEARNSHOPS
F1. The Astonishing Epic of Earth
Explore the Deep Time story of Earth’s 4.6 billion years.
Understand, visualize, and reverence your cosmic
interconnected heritage and deep ancestry with all
life through 15 original paintings and somatic ancestor
exercises.
Michael Mallon is a lifelong educator, artist, and creative
place maker. He is founder of the Superhero Training
Academy and Mythic Playscape on the west side of Detroit.
F2. Group Rights and the Politics of “Everybody’s
Diferent”
This session will examine the tension between group
rights and the freedom of individuals, as well as how the
rise of English as a global language has implications for
justice.
Michael Barry is a Professor of English at University of Detroit
Mercy. In all of his classes, he strives to defamiliarize the
familiar, as he applies translation studies and hermeneutical
theories to literary study.
F3. Help Build a Planet Detroit Information Ecosystem
Participants in this session will have an opportunity to
help shape Planet Detroit’s environmental news coverage
by identifying the assets and gaps in the local media
and information landscape that impact the building of
a strong and resilient public health and environmental
information ecosystem.
Nina Ignaczak is with Planet Detroit, a
weekly email newsletter update whose
mission is to raise awareness about metro
Detroit’s environmental and public health
challenges.

12:40 to 1:50 Concurrent Sessions G
COMMUNITY PANEL AND ADULT
LEARNSHOPS
G1. Invited Community Panel on “Addressing
inequalities to create a One Earth Community”
How do we create an equitable One Earth Community?
Despite decades of work and advocacy, environmental
injustices continue in our communities. This panel
discusses inequalities related to environmental health and
discuss potential solutions.
This invited panel is co-chaired by Renady Hightower,
Associate Professor of Health Services Administration. She
received her Ph.D. in Medical Anthropology from WSU. It
is also co-chaired by Nicholas Schroeck, Associate Dean,
Experiential Education and Associate Professor of Law at
University of Detroit Mercy’s Law School. Panelists will include
Andrew Bashi, Staf Attorney, Great Lakes Environmental Law
Center; Erma Leaphart, Conservation Organizer, Sierra Club;
Mike Whitty, Dr. Detroit, from the Great Lakes Environmental
Law Center and others.
G2. Get Congress to Act on Climate Change
This workshop provides participants with practical and
proven practices to build grassroots support for climate
solutions based on science and justice.
Clara Fang is Student Engagement Director at Citizens’
Climate Lobby.
G3. COVID-19 and Nutrition Education: Adaptation,
Delivery, and Impact
This learnshop will describe how Gleaners Community
Food Bank of Southeast Michigan adapted in-person
“Cooking Matters,” nutrition and culinary education
curricula, as well as other nutrition education eforts, to be
delivered virtually during the pandemic while keeping the
program inclusive, engaging, and impactful for the Detroit
community and beyond.
Katie Body, Program Manager for “Cooking Matters” a nutrition
education program at Gleaners Community Food Bank.
G4. Turning Of the Toxic Tap: Innovative Approaches
to Stopping Big Oil (Pre-recorded)
The Exxons of the world must fail if the world is to avoid
catastrophic climate change. In this panel, learn strategies
for how to achieve an orderly wind-down of the fossil
fuel industry within the next 20 years, while creating
the political space for a clean energy economy’s rapid
spinning-up.
Rick Reed, Philanthropic Advisor; Sarah Thomas, Senior
Advisor to the Funder Collaborative on Oil and Gas; Rebekah
Hinojosa, Sierra Club’s Gulf Coast Campaign Representative.

2 to 3:10 Concurrent Sessions F
ADULT LEARNSHOPS

H1. Biomimicry: Design Inspired by Nature
Nature has been solving sustainability issues for longer
than the human species has existed. This learnshop will
SATURDAY, October 16
introduce biomimicry, or innovation inspired by nature.
8 to 9 am
Registration / Continental Breakfast
Attendees will be encouraged to leave with a plan to apply
biomimicry to their sustainability eforts.
9 to 10:10 Concurrent Sessions E
F4. Two Keynotes (Pre-recorded)
Jonathan Weaver, Professor of Mechanical Engineering at
ADULT LEARNSHOPS
Building Progressive Power in Rural Red America
University of Detroit Mercy, promotes the use of a variety of
The deep divisions between urban and rural America are
tools, including biomimicry, to help people routinely generate
E1. Recovery of Ecosystem Services via Urban Green
becoming a defning force in American politics at the state innovative solutions.
Spaces
and national levels. This keynote tells how to achieve bold,
This presentation outlines methodologies, fndings and
H2. Defending Water, Land and Human Rights in
long-lasting legislation with support from rural America.
recommendations stemming from environmental
Honduras
Chloe Maxmin, a young progressive from rural Maine,
sustainability initiatives that use integrative ecology to
This learnshop will show how human rights violations and
challenged the highest-ranking Republican in Maine (and a
improve the health and efectiveness of stormwater rain
extractive industry destruction of the environment are
two-term incumbent) for the Maine State Senate in 2020…
gardens in Lake St. Clair Metropark.
linked together in Honduras. Participants are invited to
and won.
Victor Carmona-Galindo is an associate professor in the
take specifc action to change U.S. policies toward the
Biology department at University of Detroit Mercy, director
The Power of Small for Big Transformations
government of Honduras and join international campaigns
of Sustainability for University’s College of Engineering and
to free water defenders and stop mining concessions.
Though current problems seem larger than life, our
Science and a research associate with the Center for Ecogreatest power may in fact lie in our closest communities, Mary Anne Perrone is an educator, activist and spiritual guide
Health Research at the University of El Salvador.
in small daily acts of courage and conviction, in small
who participated in a recent delegation to Honduras.
groups of unstoppable world-changers, and small
E2. Storybuilding: The Human Right to Water and
H3. A Ritual of Oneness
gardens that revitalize communities and reconnect us to
Sanitation
Through meditation, story sharing, movement, and song
Racialized and politicized narratives have impaired public nature’s operating instructions.
participants will meet each other, fully
Trathen Heckman is the founder of Daily Acts, publisher of
discussion on the right to water and sanitation. Learn
present, and strive to reach that place
Ripples Journal, and a backyard farmer.
about impacted and vulnerable residents in Michigan
where we intersect as one. This ritual
that helped build a social movement campaign that views
will build bridges with story sharing,
11:45 to 12:40 Lunch
water as a human right.
and allow for healing and creativity.
Sylvia Orduño and Nicole Hill are long-time organizers with
(Limited to the frst 12 participants.)
the People’s Water Board Coalition.
Ruby Woods is a singer, songwriter, poet
and ritual performance artist.
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CONCURRENT SESSIONS H - Continued

OUR CHEF

H4. The Power of Community: Aligning Governments
and Grassroots for Urgent Climate Action
(Pre-recorded panel)
There are people and projects all over the country and the
world providing efective pathways forward for integrated
climate action, using “whole problem” approaches.
Leveraging collaboration across multiple sectors ofers
a revolutionary blueprint for the next wave of essential
work we need to do.
Kerry Fugett, Leadership Institute Manager of Daily Acts.
With: Trathen Heckman, founder and Director of Daily Acts;
Lil Milagro Henriquez, founder and Executive Director of
Mycelium Youth Network; Brett KenCairn, Boulder, Colorado’s
Senior Policy Advisor for Climate and Resilience.

The Bioneers
Conference will
have Farmacy
Food as our event
caterer, led by
Chef Phil Jones. Chef Phil provided
food for the Bioneers conference
at Marygrove for over ten years
and is an active member of other
organizations that align with the
mission of Bioneers, including Make
Food Not Waste and Food Rescue.
The GLBD stated goals of the
conference (as listed on our website)
mention that we want “to tap into
the power and richness of Metro
Detroit’s diversity.” That’s why we
want to use Chef Phil’s services. He
is currently The Detroit Free Press
Chef of the Year, for both his culinary
expertise and his commitment to
Detroit-area community nutrition
and health. For our event, he has
put together a thoughtful menu,
including Jamaican patties and
empanadas. As he was quoted in
the Free Press as saying, “What
diferentiates us is that our favor
profles are very much Black. They
represent the diasporic movement
of the enslaved to the United
States and around the world.” At
the same time he also highlights
the nutritional value of the food,
and considers food to be a form
of medicine. In all these ways he
aligns with the philosophy of our
conference, which includes “to
commit to new ways of living, acting
and thinking.” Our theme is “One
Earth Community,” and to see how
Chef Phil has taken care to get his
produce from Detroit community
gardens, and to have a plan in place
to redistribute unused food to
where it is needed, shows that he
is an integral part of this One Earth
Community.

3:10 to 3:30 Afternoon Snack
3:30 to 4:40 Concurrent Sessions I
ADULT LEARNSHOPS
I1. Ecology in Ancient Civilizations
This session will show how Ayurveda, an ancient medicine
from India, and the presenter’s Wyandot ancestors'
ways of life are related and can bring more balance to
ecological practice.
Chantal Gros-Louis is a holistic medicine practitioner,
Ayurvedic Consultant, Huron Wendat/Wyandot, ecology
activist, and artist.
I2. U.S. Militarism and the Climate Crisis
Due to U.S. pressure, the 1997 Kyoto Protocol excluded
military carbon emissions from all national totals. This
learnshop’s objective is to show the link between the
climate crisis and the U.S. military, the world’s largest
institutional emitter.
Jim Rine is a retired research geologist, adjunct at Wayne
State University, Vietnam war veteran and a member of
the Climate Crisis & Militarism Project within Veterans for
Peace.
!3. Natural Connections - Palmer Park Habitat
Restoration Initiative
Participants will learn how the City of Detroit/People
for Palmer Park team are leading a substantial habitat
restoration initiative in Palmer Park, one of the city’s
largest and oldest public parks.
A nationally recognized leader in restorative site and land
use strategies, programs, and applications, David Yocca
is a consulting Landscape Architect/Ecological Planner based
in Grand Rapids, Mich.
I4. Breaking the Sound Barrier
This session invites participants to break their individual
sound barriers and genuinely, from the Earth’s
perspective, listen to/center the Earth and other earthlings
in eforts to build community. Indigenous pedagogies will
help attendees to Earth-listen and Earth-commune.
Jonna Johnson is a co-earthling, proud hippie elementary
school graduate, and darn good at checking in with the Earth
by “plain ol’ paying attention.”
I5. Two Keynotes (Pre-recorded)
The Feminist Climate Renaissance: Truth, Courage and
Solutions for the Climate Crisis
This keynote address talks about the emerging Feminist
Climate Renaissance and draws on wisdom from a brand
new anthology by women climate leaders the presenter
co-edited.
Ayana Elizabeth Johnson is a leader in ocean and coastal
conservation and recent co-creator of the Blue New Deal, a
roadmap for including the ocean in climate policy.
Funding Black and Indigenous Leadership
Underrepresented populations, including BIPOC and
gender nonconforming people, are often on the frontlines
of justice movements. They are illuminating new ways
toward liberation in which everyone benefts, and yet
they remain the least funded. How can philanthropy pivot
to support initiatives from these groups?
Vanessa Daniel is the founder and Executive Director of
Groundswell Fund and Groundswell Action Fund, two
organizations that support grassroots organizing led by
gender nonconforming people and women of color.

4:50 to 5:20 Closing Event/Ceremony
Native American Gratitude prayer with hand drum and
singing by Chantal Gros-Louis.
Key support staf and volunteers
Angela Davis, CLAE Business Ofce; Jordan Ewert, Web Design;
Bill Hickey, Editing; Alysa Jackson, University of Detroit Mercy University Services;
Peter Janutol, Printer; Chris Ledbetter, GLBD’s Graphic Design;
Christyn Lucas, GLBD Volunteers; Sally Morzinski, GLBD Eventbrite Registration

Planning Committee Members
Co-Coordinators:
Gail Presbey, presbegm@udmercy.edu
Nicholas Schroeck, schroenj@udmercy.edu
Additional Members:
Paula Cathcart, paulacathcart@comcast.org
Jesse Cox, jdcox@madonna.edu
Grace Gamble, gamblegm@udmercy.edu
Renady Hightower, hightore@udmercy.edu
Pat Kolon, pat.kolon@gmail.com
Laurie Kopack, laurielkopack@gmail.com
Erma Leaphart, erma.leaphart@sierraclub.org
Jacqueline Olson, olsonjp@udmercy.edu
Gloria Rivera, IHM, river1143@comcast.net
Eydie Saleh, salehey@udmercy.edu
Vijaya Sastry
Mike Whitty, mikewhitty@prodigy.net

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION INFORMATION
We are committed to making Great Lakes Bioneers accessible to everyone
interested in attending. Our registration fees refect this. Reduced rates are available
for activists, seniors, teachers and students. We have work scholarships for youth (19
and older) and persons with low income. Register on line with payment at
https://udmercy.edu/glbd or download registration and mail payment by Oct. 1.

2021 GLBD CONFERENCE REGISTRATION FEES

CATEGORY

2 Day

1 Day

2 Day

1 Day

Regular

$170

$90

$200

$110

Senior/Activist

$100

$55

$120

$65

College Student

$50

$25

$50

$25

Teacher

$90

$45

$110

$65

Chaperone

NA

$20

NA

$20

Volunteer *

$30 + 4 Hrs

$15 + 2 Hrs

$30 + 4 Hrs

$15 + 2 Hrs

Youth
Scholarships **

$10

$5

$10

$5

4 Hrs

2 Hrs

4 Hrs

2 Hrs

Vendor Table

$40

Register / pay on line by October 7

Exhibitor Table

$30

Register / pay on line by October 7

REGULAR: a person who can aford full payment
SENIOR: (55 and over)
ACTIVIST: (employed or volunteer for a nonproft)
STUDENT (enrolled for nine or more college credits.)
TEACHER: (currently teaching at a public/private school)
CHAPERONE: Any adult assisting at Young Bioneers Day (Friday)
*VOLUNTEER: Willing to help at the conference for a discounted fee. Contact our Volunteer
Coordinator, Christyn Lucas at lucaschristyn@gmail.com
YOUTH: 7th through 12th grade. Questions: contact Gail Presbey at presbegm@udmercy.edu
**SCHOLARSHIPS: Our Volunteer coordinator, Christyn Lucas, will be contacting you via
email. Service exchange (19 years and older): A limited number of service scholarships are
available. If interested send an e-mail to Gail Presbey at: presbegm@udmercy.edu or call
(313) 993-1124 before or by October 7.
VENDOR or EXHIBITOR: Register online or fll out and mail registration form found at
udmercy.edu/glbd and pay by check or money order by October 7. Pat Kolon will be
contacting you with details regarding your setup. Includes lunch both days.
University of Detroit Mercy STUDENTS, FACULTY & STAFF may attend the conference for
free. Help us plan, please register PRIOR to the conference.
Other university/college students: You can register at the discounted rate included in
the chart above. You can also check your University to see if they are providing you with
scholarships.
*Registration fees include organic/locally grown lunch/cofee/snacks.
CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Register and pay online. Visit our website at https://udmercy.edu/glbd. You may also
download registration form and mail. Make check or money order payable to University of
Detroit Mercy with GLBD on memo line.
Mail to:
Great Lakes Bioneers Detroit, c/o Gail Presbey, University of Detroit Mercy – CLAE
4001 W. McNichols Rd., Detroit MI 48221-3038
*Registration fees include organic/locally grown lunch/cofee/snacks.
CANCELLATION & REFUND POLICY
Mailed registrations received after October 8th will not be confrmed by e-mail.
You can continue to register online through October 16 or on site at University of Detroit
Mercy beginning at 8 AM any day of the conference.
Cancellations received until September 30 will be charged a 15% processing fee.
Cancellations received from October 1 through 8 will be charged a 20% processing fee.
Cancellations received after October 8th will not receive any refund.
PROGRAM CHANGES:
Although all listed speakers are confrmed at the time of printing, the program is subject to
change without notice. We cannot refund registrations because of program changes.

LIST OF SPONSORS
University of Detroit Mercy, and the following
Departments/Programs of the University:
• Carney Latin American Solidarity Archive udmercy.edu/clasa
• College of Liberal Arts/Education liberalarts.udmercy.edu/about-us/index.php
• Environmental Law Clinic https://lawschool.udmercy.edu/academics/
experiential-education/clinic
• Institute for Leadership and Service www.udmercy.edu/about/mission
vision/lead-serve
• Jesuit Community at Detroit Mercy www.udmercy.edu/about/mission
vision/religious-sponsors/jesuit-community.php
• Office of Mission Integration www.udmercy.edu/about/mission-vision/
ofce/index.php
• Titan Equity Nourish Network www.udmercy.edu/about/mission-vision/
lead-serve/tenn.php
And These Community Organizations:
• Adrian Dominican Sisters, www.adriandominicans.org
• Congregation of St. Joseph, www.csjoseph.org
• Detroit Black Community Food Security Network, www.
detroitblackfoodsecurity.org.

Regular Fees:
Beginning Oct. 8

Early Bird Fees: until midnight Oct. 7

And These Community Organizations Continued:
• Detroiters Working for Environmental Justice, www.dwej.org
• Earthworks Urban Farm/Capuchin Soup Kitchen, www.cskdetroit.org/EWG/
• Eastern Market, www.easternmarket.com
• James and Grace Lee Boggs Center, www.boggscenter.org
• Marian High School, www.marian-hs.org
• Michigan Environmental Council, www.environmentalcouncil.org
• Michigan Organic Food & Farm Alliance. http://www.moffa.net
• MSU Center for Regional Food Systems, www.foodsystems.msu.edu
• People’s Water Board, www.peopleswaterboard.org
• River Raisin Institute, www.rriearth.org
• Shiffman Foundation
• Sierra Club of Michigan, www.sierraclub/michigan
• Sisters IHM Justice, Peace and Sustainability Office, www.ihmsisters.org
• Sisters of Mercy of the Americas Justice Team www.sistersofmercy.org
• Voices 4 Earth Justice, www.voices4earth.org
• Mike and Gail Whitty
• Diane Van Buten and Ernest Zachary in honor of Gloria Rivera and Paula Cathcart

Find out more about the National level of Bioneers at their website! Bioneers.org. Please note that they are having a virtual conference, Nov. 11-13, 2021,
called “Between Worlds: Emergence in an Emergency.” See https://conference.bioneers.org/ You can register for that conference and receive a 15 percent
discount by using the code: DetroitBioneers
Disclaimer: Bioneers Pollinator gatherings/events are independently organized and do not necessarily refect the views,
opinions or positions of the Bioneers organization. For more information, visit: www.bioneers.org.

