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This rubric was developed by Core Curriculum Assessment Committee using the MFA core curriculum outcomes for this knowledge area. It is based 

on the AAC&U VALUE Rubrics. Please note that a zero is recommended by the AAC&U but does not appear on their rubrics. NA has been added to 

accommodate assignments that do not address a particular rubric dimension. Revised 12/8/2020. 

Rubric Dimensions 
Capstone Milestones Milestones Benchmark 

No 

Evidence 

Not 

Applicable 

4 3 2 1 0 NA 

C2.1: Major Ideas and 

Theories 

Identify major ideas and 

theories and their 

application in the social 

sciences. 

  

Adeptly identifies 

major ideas and 

theories and their 

application in the 

social sciences. 

Identifies major ideas 

and theories and their 

application in the 

social sciences. 

Struggles to identify 

major ideas, or 

theories or their 

application in the 

social sciences. 

Struggles to identify 

any major ideas and 

theories, and their 

application in the 

social sciences. 

No 

Evidence 

Not 

Applicable  

C2.2: Scientific 

Methodology 

Recognize how scientific 

methodology is used to 

study major areas of both 

personal and public life. 

  

Adeptly recognizes 

how scientific 

methodology is used 

to study major areas 

of both personal and 

public life. 

Recognizes how 

scientific 

methodology is used 

to study major areas 

of both personal and 

public life. 

Shows some difficulty 

with recognizing how 

scientific methodology 

is used to study major 

areas of both personal 

and public life. 

Shows great difficulty 

with recognizing how 

scientific methodology 

is used to study major 

areas of both personal 

and public life. 

No 

Evidence 

Not 

Applicable 

C2.3: Implications 

Evaluate the implications of 

qualitative and quantitative 

methods and their results.  

Elegantly evaluates 

the implications of 

qualitative and 

quantitative methods 

and their results. 

Competently 

evaluates the 

implications of 

qualitative and 

quantitative methods 

and their results. 

Shows some difficulty 

with evaluating the 

implications of 

qualitative and 

quantitative methods 

and their results. 

Shows great difficulty 

with evaluating the 

implications of 

qualitative and 

quantitative methods 

and their results. 

 

No 

Evidence 

Not 

Applicable 

C2.4: Interdisciplinarity 

Recognize the relationship 

between the social sciences 

and other academic 

disciplines 

Adeptly recognizes 

the relationship 

between the social 

sciences and other 

academic disciplines. 

Recognizes the 

relationship between 

the social sciences 

and other academic 

disciplines. 

Shows some difficulty 

with recognizing the 

relationship between 

the social sciences and 

other academic 

disciplines. 

Shows great difficulty 

with recognizing the 

relationship between 

the social sciences and 

other academic 

disciplines. 

 

No 

Evidence 

Not 

Applicable 

C2.5: Research Findings 

Distinguish the use and 

misuse of research findings 

from the social sciences in 

public life. 

Adeptly distinguishes 

the use and misuse of 

research findings 

from the social 

sciences in public 

life. 

Distinguishes the use 

and misuse of 

research findings 

from the social 

sciences in public 

life. 

Shows some difficulty 

with distinguishing the 

use and misuse of 

research findings from 

the social sciences in 

public life. 

Shows great difficulty 

with distinguishing the 

use and misuse of 

research findings from 

the social sciences in 

public life. 

 

No 

Evidence 

Not 

Applicable 

 

https://www.aacu.org/value-rubrics

