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'Stimulus,' 'bailout’ crop up as advertising buzzwords

Hard times used to push sales
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If you're not finding anything up your alley in the federal government's stimulus package, perhaps
the private sector can stimulate your cravings (pizza, French vodka, big-screen TVs) or provide a
bailout for your thinner wallet (cheaper Internet service or brightly colored condoms).

People are looking for and selling deals, and if words like "stimulus" or
"bailout" help, well, go for it.

"Without demeaning the industry, advertising takes the simplest route
and often uses whatever knee-jerk words that have become a part of
the consumer vernacular," said Michael Bernacchi, an advertising and
marketing professor at the University of Detroit Mercy.

pitch on a TV ad as he walks in front of the U.S. Capitol: "I'm not
bailing out the fat cats on Wall Street. ... I'm bailing out you
hardworking people on Main Street," with a $5 pizza or baked
sandwich special.

In a televised ad last month, Vizio television told watchers that if they
didn't buy a Vizio, "You probably paid way too much. Good thing we're
not counting on you to deliver a stimulus package. Except for you, Mr.
President.”

And in ads that have recently run in Money, Playboy and other
magazines, Pinnacle vodka suggests: " The Proposition: A toast to
yourself and better times."

Meanwhile, Trojan condoms tells us they're offering a special deal,
"Because we believe we should ride out these ... times together."

Figure it out.
Stimulus deals are common locally, too. Albert Abbas, manager of the

Tel-West Fill-up Citgo gas station in Brownstown Township, offered a
stimulus deal to customers who bought American-made cars -- $20

worth of gas for free.
The deal, which ended earlier this month, attracted 650 new car buyers.

"A lot of people who work at the Woodhaven Stamping Plant come in here, and we did this to show
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Domino's Pizzé
In this ad, Domino's Pizza Chief Executive Officer David
Brandon, center, offers a "big-taste bailout" aimed at

"hardworking people on Main Street," not "fat cats on Wall
Street."

Trojan via YouTube

This ad for Trojan condoms states, "To help America cope
with these tough economic times, we put forth our own
stimulus package: The Trojan Pleasure Pack."
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them that we know what they're going through," Abbas said. "Because we're going through it, too."
It cost the station about $13,000 but brought the owners goodwill and new customers.

Jaqui Shaffer of Dexter decided to offer a 15% stimulus package discount -- complete with the red,
white and blue logo used by the campaign of President Barack Obama -- on her "Find Me Famous"
Web site, which helps clients make their sites more visible.

"The word 'stimulus' brings certain ideas to people's minds, like budgeting and savings," she said.

She just started the discount, so Shaffer doesn't have a firm grasp on how well the promotion is
going, but she's gotten some calls.

Bernacchi said he doesn't think the advertising gimmick will last.

"Words like 'stimulus package,' 'bailout sales,' whatever the heck it happens to be, none of those
words are inspiring great confidence these days," he said. "I don't think it can last. There is just no
imagination there."

Contact KATHLEEN GRAY at 313-223-4407 or kgray99@freepress.com.
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TGreenWave wrote:

a)lf you think these commercials are funny, you have an awful sense of humor.

and

b) you won't find them funny when this lovely, manufactured, corporate-induced great
depression unlike any we've ever seen rains down on us like a massive hurricane
03/28/2009 11:23:35 p.m. EDT
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lead_or_leave wrote:

It's good to use buzzwords because people recognize them and it makes you look
intelligent. In the corporate world we use buzzwords as the backbone of an entire
career. If you use enough of these you really don't have to think at all.
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