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Chuck Bennett: Society

Black-tie Unity Festival celebrates African-American
achievements

The Unity Festival Who's Who black-tie gala put on by the International Institute of
Metropolitan Detroit was an evening of touching moments and special touches. A
celebration of the achievements of African Americans, around two dozen prominent and
high-profile Metro Detroiters were honored at the event that took place Feb. 28 at the

Park West Gallery in Southfield.

Touching moments included an emotional acceptance speech from WXYZ news anchor Diana Lewis after
receiving her award, and an amazing performance from entertainer Vonne, her first since recovering from a
stroke she suffered late last year. Among the special touches were a variety of singers placed throughout
the gallery singing soft, soulful music. Particularly impressive was a young man named Wilmonie, who
delivered his love songs in a soothing, Luther Vandross kind of style.

About 150 people attended the event, paying $50 each, enjoying a spread of various cuisines from local
restaurants. The event was chaired by entertainment consultant Gisele Caver and musician Paul J. Miles.

Miles was joined as emcee by a young University of Detroit communications student named Whitney
Williams, who did a very impressive job introducing the honorees, which included restaurateur Frank Taylor,
Southfield Mayor Brenda Lawrence, State Rep. Jimmy Womack, television news reporter Al Allen and
entertainer Ortheia Barnes-Kennerly.

The International Institute of Metropolitan Detroit dedicates itself to working
with American and foreign-born residents on social problem solving,
education and acceptance.

Chuck Bennett is a Metro Detroit freelance writer and editor of www.the-
real-scoop.com, an online magazine. You can reach him at
chuckbennett@hotmail.com.
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