
Detroit was once the
national and international symbol
of the miracle of industrialization. It
is now the national and
international symbol of the
devastation of deindustrialization.

Shuttered homes line a downtown Detroit street. An
estimated one in three Detroiters lives in poverty, making

it the poorest large city in the United States.
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Detroit: City of Hope
Building a sustainable economy out of the ashes of industry.

By GRACE LEE BOGGS (/community/profile/7691)

Detroit is a city of Hope rather
than a city of Despair. The
thousands of vacant lots and
abandoned houses not only
provide the space to begin anew
but also the incentive to create
innovative ways of making our
living—ways that nurture our
productive, cooperative and
caring selves.

The media and pundits keep
repeating that today’s economic
meltdown is the worst financial
crisis since the Great
Depression. But in the ’30s, the
United States was an
overproducing industrial giant,
not today’s casino economy.

In the last few decades,
once-productive Americans
have been transformed into
consumers, using more and
more of the resources of the
earth to foster ways of living
that are unsustainable and
unsatisfying. This way of life has
created suburbs that destroy
farmland, wetlands and the natural world, as well as pollute the environment.

The new economy also requires a huge military apparatus to secure global resources
and to consume materials for itself, at the same time providing enormous riches for
arms merchants and for our otherwise failing auto, air and ship-building sectors.

Instead of trying to resurrect or reform a system whose endless pursuit of economic
growth has created a nation of material abundance and spiritual poverty—and
instead of hoping for a new FDR to save capitalism with New Deal-like
programs—we need to build a new kind of economy from the ground up.

That is what I have learned from 55 years of living and struggling in Detroit, the city
that was once the national and international symbol of the miracle of
industrialization and is now the national and international symbol of the devastation
of deindustrialization.

When I arrived in Detroit in 1953, the population was 2 million, the majority white.
Today, it is less than 900,000, majority black. Back then, racism was blatant and
overt. Many bars, restaurants and hotels refused service to blacks. Blacks could buy
homes in inner city neighborhoods but could not rent apartments in buildings right
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$12,000 Stimulus Checks
I Got a $12,000 Stimulus Check in Less
Than 7 Days. Get Yours!
www.JeffsGrantsBlog.com

Detroit Condos for Sale
New condos in Historic Brush Park Priced
from $131,900 to $295,000
www.hipcitydetroit.com

Indian Village
Detroit, Apartments Granite, Ceramic
Floors, Riverside
www.localrentals.com
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Green Roofing
Metal: Beautiful.
Durable. Green.
Find Contractors.
View Photos.
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Browse Detroit
Homes Photos &
Listings Are Added
Daily!
www.RealEstate.com
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In These Times is published in Chicago. We’ve been
around since 1976, fighting for workers’ rights,
corporate accountability and progressive
government. In other words, a better world. more
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