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High school boys basketball: U-D Jesuit 58, Detroit Catholic Central 47

U-D hands C.C. first loss
Rod Beard / The Detroit News

NOVI -- Detroit Catholic Central's top priority was stopping Jordan Morgan, University of Detroit-Jesuit's top
player.

That strategy left open shots for Morgan's teammates.

U-D got key contributions from Morgan's supporting cast but needed a fourth-quarter spurt to hold off
Catholic Central, 58-47, Tuesday night in a Catholic League showdown.

The win gives U-D (6-1, 3-0) sole possession of first in the Central Division.

"(Balance) is really what we talk about and the guys bought in and I give
them credit," U-D coach Pat Donnelly said. "It doesn't matter who scores
because there are no selfish players in our locker room."

Catholic Central (8-1, 2-1) started the game double-teaming and denying
Morgan the ball, but he scored on U-D's first possession, his only field goal of
the first half. Despite the defensive onslaught, Catholic Central led 11-7 after
the first quarter, behind five points from Tim Dezelski.

In the second quarter, U-D rallied, shooting 7-of-11 from the field, including
eight points by Daniel Fields. In the final four minutes, Fields had a 3-pointer
and two straight layups in the paint, pushing U-D to a 25-21 halftime lead.

U-D continued its hot shooting in the third quarter, hitting 8-of 11 field goals.
Timothy Schearer scored all 10 of his points in the quarter, including two
3-pointers. Schearer's layup with 1:43 remaining gave U-D a 41-24
advantage.

The defense also responded, holding Catholic Central to two field goals in
the quarter -- both in the final minute -- and a 45-29 advantage entering the
fourth quarter. In the second and third quarters, Catholic Central shot just
5-of-18 from the field.

"It started with our defense. We had a lot of intensity with our stops and
steals that led to quick shots and rebounds," said Morgan, who had 14 points
and eight rebounds. "We just had to play to our abilities."

Catholic Central rallied behind Brett Smith, who had six points in an 11-0 run
to open the quarter. Dezelski (13 points, 10 rebounds, five blocks) hit his
second 3-pointer of the quarter to cut the lead to 47-43 with 4:02 left, but
Catholic Central never got any closer. Morgan had a three-point play and a
layup that extended the lead to 54-43; U-D coasted from there.

"We withstood a heck of a run at the end," Donnelly said. "We were very
fortunate, and this is a big win."

Fields and Schearer each finished with 10 points and Michael Wenderski had six points and 12 rebounds
for U-D.

Smith had 12 points and Steve Harding 10 for Catholic Central.

"They played well in the second and third quarters and we didn't finish," Catholic Central coach Bill Dyer
said. "They're the best team we've played so far this season. We didn't think we'd go through undefeated,
but we've played well and surprised some people."

You can reach Rod Beard at (313) 222-2578 or rod.beard@detnews.com
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