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NO. 21 BUTLER 54, DETROIT 50

Howard, Bulldogs tough it out
He scores 15, makes key plays to stave off Titans' upset bid

The city of Detroit has endured the 0-16 Lions and a declining auto industry,
but no one ever accused its residents of being frail.

That goes for the University of Detroit Titans, too.

They hadn't won a Horizon League road basketball
game in nearly two years, nor beaten a ranked
opponent on the road in 30 years. Yet here they were
Saturday, as 20-point underdogs, leading No. 21 Butler
with less than three minutes left at Hinkle Fieldhouse.

Fortunately for the Bulldogs, they had a sequoia in
Matt Howard. He stood tall in Butler's 54-50 victory.

Howard scored 15 points, passed for the go-ahead
basket, pulled down the last rebound and made two
free throws to secure the outcome.

"He's just a relentless worker," Detroit coach Ray
McCallum said. "He just competes every possession."

Butler (14-1) equaled its best 15-game start, won its
sixth in a row and 12th in a row at home. It extended
its Horizon winning streak to 16, nearing the league
record of 21 set by Wisconsin-Green Bay from 1995-97.

The Bulldogs' 5-0 league record puts them in first,
ahead of 5-1 Wisconsin-Milwaukee, which lost to
visiting Green Bay 77-75 in overtime Friday night.

The Titans (4-11, 0-6) led by as many as eight points in
the first half, causing restlessness in the crowd of
5,652. Butler has trailed by seven or more points in six
games, and won all but one.

Detroit achieved what no other Butler opponent has --
defend Howard 1-on-1 while also guarding the 3-point

line. The Bulldogs were 2-of-10 on 3-pointers, the fewest 3s they have made in
71 games.

The Titans rotated three post players -- Michael Harrington (6-8, 230 pounds),
Jason Bennett (7-3, 275) and Eugene Blue (6-8, 255) -- against Howard.

"I thought they did a great job of keeping a body on him all day," McCallum
said.

Howard was limited to 26 minutes by foul trouble, but he ended up being the
difference.

He scored eight of his 11 second-half points in the opening 61/2 minutes of the
half. He passed out of the post to Gordon Hayward, whose long two-pointer put
Butler ahead for good, 52-50 with 1:40 left. (The scoreboard registered the
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basket as a 3, but an official ruled Hayward's foot was on the arc line.)

With the Titans trailing by two points, McCallum said they were aiming for a
winning 3-pointer on the last possession. Likewise, Butler was guarding the arc.

"We said, 'Absolutely no 3s,' " Butler coach Brad Stevens said.

With the clock expiring, Detroit's Tryl Hartfield attempted a runner in the lane.
The ball rimmed short, Howard rebounded and was fouled. His two free throws
came with eight-tenths of a second left.

Hayward said Stevens told the Bulldogs at halftime they were being
"out-toughed." Howard wondered if they were misled by the Titans' record.

"I don't know if that happened to us, but it sure seemed like it," Howard said.

After Thursday's 64-48 victory over Wright State, Stevens said the Bulldogs
would be tested by playing a second game in less than 48 hours.

He was right. But he suggested too much could be made of a single game.

"Some nights, everything goes your way and the other team can play well. Some
nights, other things don't go your way, and you just have to find a way," Stevens
said. "I thought we did that tonight. I could be really critical, but I'm not."

The Bulldogs were nearly undone by their second-half shooting on free throws,
15-of-22. Butler was 20-of-28 overall and Detroit 14-of-16 in a game featuring
38 fouls.

DETROIT Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A F T Pts
Kennedy 33 3-9 2-2 1-4 1 1 3 8
Jokic 35 1-3 4-4 2-7 0 2 4 6
Harrington 17 2-4 2-2 2-3 1 5 3 6
Payne 18 2-3 0-0 0-2 0 4 0 4
Stephens 27 4-13 0-0 0-2 0 1 2 8
Fee 22 1-3 2-2 0-1 1 3 1 4
Foster 11 0-1 0-0 0-0 1 0 1 0
Hartfield 9 0-2 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0
Blue 15 3-5 2-2 2-3 0 4 2 8
Bennett 13 2-3 2-4 2-2 0 2 0 6
TEAM 4-5 1
Totals 18-46 14-16 13-29 4 23 16 50

3-point goals: 0-9 (Stephens 0-6, Kennedy 0-1, Jokic 0-1, Hartfield 0-1).
Steals: 5 (Jokic, Harrington, Payne, Fee, Foster). Blocked shots: 2 (Bennett).

BUTLER Min FG-A FT-A OR-T A F T Pts
Hayward 36 2-6 1-2 0-1 4 2 2 5
Veasley 32 3-4 3-3 1-5 0 2 3 9
Howard 26 5-7 5-8 2-5 1 4 3 15
Mack 29 3-10 0-1 2-3 4 2 1 7
Nored 27 0-2 3-4 1-2 0 1 3 3
Vanzant 14 0-1 2-2 0-0 0 2 0 2
Hahn 14 1-3 2-2 0-1 0 0 2 5
Leiendecker 5 0-2 0-0 0-0 0 1 0 0
Jukes 15 2-3 4-6 0-0 0 1 0 8
Butcher 2 0-0 0-0 0-0 0 0 0 0
TEAM 1-3
Totals 16-38 20-28 7-20 9 15 14 54

3-Point Goals: 2-10 (Hahn 1-2, Mack 1-4, Hayward 0-1, Veasley 0-1, Vanzant
0-1, Leiendecker 0-1). Steals: 6 (Hayward 2, Veasley 2, Mack, Nored).
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willisb rown  wrote:

DaleEarnhardt wrote:

Butler basketb all  wrote:

runlo larun wrote:

Blocked shots: 4 (Hayward, Vanzant, Jukes, Butcher).

Detroit 26 24 -- 50
Butler 22 32 -- 54

Officials: Chris Beaver, Archibald Whaley, Tim Fogarty. Attendance: 5,652.

Call Star reporter David Woods at (317) 444-6195.
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Most recent comments:
Newest first

Very nice win...seeing that things were pretty ugly at Hinkle yesterday. That was about
as bad as Butler is going to play. Just happy they escaped with the win. That was ugly.
BUT, a win is a win, and Butler still has a great record and no one can say anything
negative. Deal with it haters. Saying that though, need to play a ton better next week in
Chicago. Go Dawgs!
1/11/2009 8:37:10 PM

Replying to gobnaitx:

Replying to Basketballjanes:

David--Two questions: Who was the technical foul on and why didn't Butler get
the ball back after the free throw--has this rule changed? Also, with the HLN
broadcast, can the refs review things like if Hayward's foot was on the line or
not? Thanks, David--enjoy your insight on Butler basketball.

The tech was on Detroit's assistant coach.

Correct. The Class A technical was called on a Detroit assistant coach. Per the rules,
Butler received the two free throws but not the ball for throw-in because it is a point of
interruption (POI) foul. What that means is that the same team that was to get the ball
for throw-in going into the timeout, will get the same opportunity after the technical foul
(this is different than the HS rule). The toe on the line on the shot (great call by Mr.
Fogarty) is reviewable by rule.
1/11/2009 8:33:30 PM

Nice win even when they played poorly, next week will be difficult!
1/11/2009 6:05:03 PM

Replying to BurgerKingChamp:

Wow, and outstanding agame against one of the top teams in the country. This
proves that the dogs deserve their lofty ratings. I think the star should not cover any
other college sports from now on except butler and IUPUI.

And from all the IU bashes BKC writes, i just have to assume she is a boiler fan. That
might explain why we haven't seen a post from her in a while because PU has been
struggling with injuries. They have gotten healthy and had a nice game today. Look at
the time of BKC's post. She waited until he knew PU had a win in the books before she
wrote the above. Explains things. I can picture her sitting on her Hello Kitty blanket all
giddy thinking "Please win PU so I can go back to Butlers board and write something."
This has to be the most excited you've been since the Jonas Bros released their last
album, you 12 year old girl.
1/11/2009 4:09:58 PM
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ISReader wrote:

FULL PAGE VIEW

What Butler is doing this year with a very young squad has to have everyone else in the
Horizon league and others who may want to play them for out of conference play a bit
nervous. Of course, Butler often has a hard time finding quality opponents for non
conference play when they are playing well...they don't want to blemish their records
(see Xavier).
1/11/2009 4:05:36 PM
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