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Awards given

JANUARY 9, 2009

WHITE LAKE TOWNSHIP: Wendy Schmitt, a business education teacher at Lakeland High

School in the Huron Valley Schools district, has received the Excellence Award from the Michigan

Education Association.

The MEA, the state's largest teachers union, recognized Schmitt for

her ability to provide unique educational experiences for students,

including a project that concluded with students publishing two books

on the Milford Powerhouse.

Schmitt has worked in the Huron Valley district since 1987.

DEARBORN: Lorri MacDonald, an online forensic science teacher

from Dearborn, has received the first-ever Online Teacher of the Year

Award from the Michigan Virtual School, a division of Michigan

Virtual University.

MacDonald is a part-time teacher for the school and an assistant

professor at the University of Detroit Mercy. She was one of four

finalists for the online teacher award, which included teachers from

Bay City, Hartland and Kalamazoo.

The virtual school offers about 200 courses that students across the

state can take online.

MACOMB TOWNSHIP: Allstate insurance agent Lisa Halsey of the

Halsey Agency, located in Macomb Township, gave a $500 grant last

month to Community Assessment Referral and Education (CARE), a

nonprofit organization located in Fraser. Halsey, who volunteers with

CARE's Teens Talking Truth program, received the grant and an

award from the Allstate Foundation for her commitment to

volunteering in the community.

STATEWIDE: Forty mentoring organizations statewide received

grants from $100 to $1,000 from Mentor Michigan, the governor's

mentoring initiative. Within metro Detroit, 14 agencies received grants

to help recruit mentors, including Alternatives for Girls in Detroit, Big

Brothers Big Sisters of Monroe County, Child Help in Southfield,

Fitzgerald Public Schools in Warren and the Oak Park Business and Education Alliance. For

information, go to www.mentormichigan.org.
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