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WOMEN AT WORK ONLINE
Lorri MacDonald honored for her online forensic
science coursework
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Lorri MacDonald, 52, has charted new paths in online instruction. She was selected this month as
Michigan's first Online Teacher of the Year. From her personal computer at home in Dearborn or on
a laptop from travels abroad, she teaches the foundations of forensic science -- fingerprinting,
evidence collection, crime scene analysis -- to high school students from all over Michigan.

WILLIAM ARCHIE/Detroit Free Press

The Award: It comes from Michigan Virtual School, a division of ) i
L. . . . R . Lorri MacDonald was recently named Online Teacher of the
Michigan Virtual University, a Lansing-based nonprofit that has Year. "l love what | do," says MacDonald, of Dearborn. "I
trained about 450 online K-12 teachers since its inception eight years really push my students to join the 21st Century.”
ago.
MICHIGAN VIRTUAL SCHOOL
« Michigan was the first state to have an online course

The impact: Excellence in online teaching is valued more and more ) . )
requirement for high school graduation.

since Michigan became the first state in the country to require high
school graduates, beginning with the Class of 2011, to take an online « About 100 students took online high school courses through
Michigan Virtual School in 2000, its first year. Now 15,000
students are enrolled.

course or demonstrate online proficiency in other coursework.

Teaching time: "1 o it from wherever I can. The bulk of it comes « Nationally, online K-12 learning has grown from about 50,000 to

from my home in Dearborn. But have laptop will travel. This summer,
I was teaching in China, and I was teaching my virtual classes from
China also." Her students can access the class 24/7.

Her background: Lorri has taught middle and high school science
classes, and adult education classes in Detroit, Dearborn and
Melvindale. She's been an assistant principal and principal in the
Westland schools. Besides her online teaching for Michigan Virtual
School, she also teaches nurse educators in the classroom and online
for the University of Detroit-Mercy.

How she got started: Lorri was an assistant principal in Westland
trying to motivate a gifted student and lined him up with some new
online coursework. Intrigued, she took instruction on becoming an
online teacher. When she saw Michigan Virtual School needed an
instructor in forensic science -- think the "CSI" television franchise --
she told supervisors: "I can do that. I was a medical technologist for six
years and I know the science."

Study guide: Lorri built the online class in forensic science herself.
Online, the students can perform virtual analyses with simulated
testing of liquids, powders and evidence. Lorri has photographed

more than one million students. « Schools pay a fee to Michigan
Virtual School to provide the online classes for free, in most
cases, to students. For more info: www.mivu.org
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simulated crime scenes using her sister, Kathy MacDonald, as a victim, and her mother's living room
as the scene of the murderous mayhem.

Her students: Some 63 students are enrolled in Lorri's Introduction to Forensic Science class and
about 20 are in her advanced unit. They live throughout Michigan, from Detour in the UP to Grand
Rapids to Ferndale.

Kudos: Students "leave her classroom better prepared in technology and using the Internet," says
Kathy Bush, an associate dean at UD-Mercy. "But they also love themselves more and they love
learning more. She deserves cult status in my book."

No skipping class: "I don't miss class," says Lorri. That means even if, for some reason, she can't
be in her classroom at UD-Mercy, her students have access to prerecorded online instruction, where
they hear her voice presenting the material.

MOST POPULAR
At home: Lorri, who is single, lives with two rescued greyhound dogs. A former student she once
mentored through a difficult home situation treats her like family. When he married recently, he

1. MacBooks: The notebook for all platforms
asked Lorri to be his partner for the mother-son dance. i X
2. Playing hard, close calls mean nothing
. . 3. Acres of barren blocks offer chance to reinvent Detroit
Tough teacher, top results: "Everyone says my classes are hard, but they're worth it," says Lorri. nv :
"I love what I do. I really push my students to join the 21st Century." 4. ey, youisenators: Thanks for nothing
5. Bush signals that auto deal is not far away
Contact PATRICIA MONTEMURRI at 313-223-4538 or pmontemurri@freepress.com. 6. Three mock drafts have Lions selecting Heisman Trophy
winner Sam Bradford with No. 1 pick
7. Battle heats up between UAW and Republicans

8. UAW, GOP spar over rescue failure

9. The Spartans need a miracle in the Capital One Bowl;
Basketball is still irrelevant in Ann Arbor

EEAD REACTIONS TO THIS STORY 10. Dan Orlovsky should start the Lions' final two games
Newest first | %
FONERED B 18 P Lidcka, ADS BY PULSE 360 Get Listed Here
1 flat stomach rule: obey
| cut out 2 Ibs of stomach fat per week by obeying this 1 old rule
Kudos! We are witnessing the future. AmysDietingBlog.com
12/14/2008 9:48:48 p.m. EDT
+Recommend New post & Reply to this Post /2:Report Abuse

peegee wrote:

1 Flat Stomach Rule: Obey

| Cut Down 2 Ibs of Stomach Fat Per Week by Obeying this 1
Old Rule

AubreysDietBlog.com

jahunter wrote:

CONGRATULATIONS LORI.....YOUR MOM TOLD ME ABOUT THIS AND YOU

DESERVE ALL THE RECOGNITION YOU ARE RECEIVING....JOB WELL DONE. Pchoiaiiats cmacty
| lost 13 Ibs every two weeks by obeying this one easy rule!

www.CarlasWeightLoss.com

SC Joyce
12/14/2008 2:05:27 p.m. EDT
«Recommend New post @ Reply to this Post /©:Report Abuse

You must be logged in to leave a comment. Login | Register

1000 characters left
Submit

INSIDE FREEP.COM

2 0of 3 12/15/08 10:14 AM



Lorri MacDonald honored for her online forensic science cours...

30f3

PHOTO GALLERY

We asked readers to point us
toward Detroit's best

Remember Tuesday's historic
presidential election with a

Six videos and scores of
photos capture the sorrows

Do you or your neighbor have
a great yard show that will light

A

SPECIAL REPORT SEND US YOUR PHOTOS REMEMBER HISTORY READ THE LATEST
Where children Help fill up our Metro Detroit's Order a historic New Kilpatrick,
find some hope holiday light map best burgers front page Beatty texts

http://www.freep.com/article/20081214/TWIST01/812140350/...

Read the new text messages
between former Mayor Kwame

and hopes of the boys of
Christ Child House.

up our lives? Let us know by

sending in a photo.

hamburgers. Six weeks later,
here are our favorites.

glossy reprint of our 'A vote for

change' front page.

Kilpatrick and Christine Beatty.

SITE INDEX

Home Local Nation/World Sports Entertainment Autos/Business Life Opinion Obituaries

Photos Detroit Top stories Lions Search for Auto news Travel Editorials Death notices

Videos Wayne Lotteries Pistons events Business news USA Today Blogs

Add your photos Oakland Election 2008 Red Wings Things to do Markets Travel Cartoons Extras

Lottery Macomb Nation/World Tigers Celebrities Auto reviews Shopping Letters to the Photos

Print edition Metro Business U-M Wolverines Movies Technology Relationships Editor Videos

Contact us Michigan MSU Spartans Music Detroit Auto Food Columnists Databases

Frequently Election 2008 High School TV/Radio Show Pets Forums Digital Free

Asked Questions Driving & traffic Sports Casinos Health Press

Help School closings Scores Theater/Arts Columnists Forums

Columnists Columnists Dining Technology Lottery

Shock Video games Twist Comics
Outdoors Metromix.com Scores
Olympics sports Photos Contests

s

WIN &

Golf
Auto racing
Detroit Marathon

S & PUBLISHERS CLEARING HOUSE TREASURY Ziwowi-

S5, 000.00 A WEEK FOR LIFE!

-,' "ASuperPrize Winner Announced Live on NBC! 3
SGANNET B8 oparments.om. CBaDY covobuiler QHomescape o T8cal

Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com Cars: Cars.com Apartments: Apartments.com Shopping: ShopLocal.com
Home | Local | Nation/World | Sports | Entertainment | Autos/Business | Life | Travel | Opinion | Obituaries | Extras | Site Map

Contact Us | Subscribe

Copyright ©2008 ...
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated March 2007.

12/15/08 10:14 AM



