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Inductees to the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame Class of 2008:

Adrian Dantley: Former Pistons 

forward (1986-89) was one of the 

most productive scorers in NBA

history. In a 15-year career, he 

scored 23,177 points, which ranks 

23rd. The six-time NBA All-Star 

(1980-82, 1984-86) was named 

NBA comeback player of the year in 

1984. That year, with Utah, he led 

league in scoring (30.6-point 

average).

Bill Davidson: Lifelong Michigan resident has owned the Pistons since 1974 

and the Shock since 1998. His Pistons have won three NBA crowns, and the 

Shock has won two WNBA titles. Davidson has served as chairman of the 

NBA Board of Governors and played an integral role in structuring the 

modern NBA salary-cap and free-agency standards.

Patrick Ewing: A member of the NBA 50th Anniversary Team, Ewing 

scored 24,815 points during his 17-year NBA career and 11,607 rebounds. He 

remains the New York Knicks ' all-time leader in points, rebounds, blocked 

shots, steals and field goals.

Hakeem Olajuwon: A two-time NBA defensive player of the year, Olajuwon 

holds the NBA record for blocked shots (3,830) and is the only player to 

record more than 3,000 blocked shots and 2,000 steals in a career. He was 

the 1994 NBA MVP for Houston.

Pat Riley: A three-time NBA coach of the year who ranks third behind Lenny 

Wilkens and Don Nelson in all-time NBA victories. He has won five NBA 

championships, four with the Lakers (1982, '85, '87, '88) and one with Miami 

(2006).

Cathy Rush: A pioneer in women's basketball and an advocate for women's 

sports who coached Immaculata University to three consecutive AIAW 

national championships, 1972-74. She was enshrined in the Women's 

Basketball Hall of Fame in 2000.

Dick Vitale: Former University of Detroit (1972-77) and Pistons coach 

(1978-79). He began his broadcasting career with ESPN in 1979 and has 

helped make the network an integral part of college basketball's popularity. 

He is the author of six books chronicling his love affair with basketball. 

Vitale was the recipient of the Basketball Hall of Fame's Curt Gowdy 

electronic media award in 1988 and won the NABC Cliff Wells Appreciation 

Award in 2000.
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