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CONDUCT OF HEARING PRAISED

Experts say Granholm shows judicial 
qualities
BY DAVID ASHENFELTER • FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER • SEPTEMBER 4, 2008

If Gov. Jennifer Granholm ever gets tired of politics, she could have a future 

as a judge, legal experts said Wednesday.

They said the governor was prompt, 

attentive, fair and courteous -- 

qualities that lawyers expect from a 

judge -- during Wednesday's first 

day of the removal hearing for 

Detroit Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick.

"I was really impressed," 

University of Detroit Mercy law 

professor Larry Dubin said. "I had 

no idea what kind of circus this 

would turn out to be. But because of 

the governor's knowledge of the law, this proceeding had much more of an 

authentic judicial flavor than it would have had it been conducted by a 

governor who lacked her legal background."

Wayne State University law professor Peter Henning, a former Justice 

Department lawyer, said Granholm demonstrated that she has all the 

makings of a federal district judge.

"She was very prepared, knew the flow of the case and where the lawyers were 

going," Henning said. "She did what a good district judge does -- she was on 

top of the evidence. Some judges try to micromanage the proceedings. But she 

didn't fall into that trap. She let the lawyers present their case."

Granholm, a Harvard Law School grad, began her legal career as a clerk for 

RASHAUN RUCKER/Detroit Free Press
Gov. Jennifer Granholm addresses mayoral 
counsel Sharon McPhail. At one point she urged 
McPhail to stick to the hearing's central issues.

RELATED ARTICLES
CITY IN TRANSITION: Kilpatrick takes 5th 82 
times -- 9/17/08
LAWYERS DISMISS THE BUZZ: Kilpatrick 
unlikely to testify against Beatty -- 9/17/08
COUNCIL WINS DISPUTE WITH 
KILPATRICK: Mayor backs off in fight over 
giving groups cash -- 9/17/08
Kilpatrick's name off Detroit Zoo tower -- 9/16/08
TEXT MESSAGE SCANDAL: Video: Watch 
Kilpatrick's testimony in deposition -- 9/16/08
Sheriff Evans doesn't make intentions to run for 



Experts say Granholm shows judicial qualities | Freep.com | Detroit... http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080904/NEWS...

2 of 6 9/17/08 4:20 PM

speakout wrote:

TakiM wrote:

NotaryPublix wrote:

Crankbait wrote:

federal Appeals Court Judge Damon Keith. Later, she served as a federal 

prosecutor in Detroit, the chief lawyer for Wayne County and state attorney 

general.

She made it clear from the outset that she didn't want to be called "Judge." 

She also told the audience that she didn't want anyone to stand when she 

entered and left the room, and wore a dark pin-striped suit rather than a 

black robe.

Speaking softly but firmly from a slightly elevated bench, Granholm 

questioned witnesses to make sure she understood their testimony.

She also controlled the proceedings.

At one point, she urged mayoral lawyer Sharon McPhail to get back on point 

during the questioning of attorney Mike Stefani, who represented fired Deputy 

Police Chief Gary Brown in last year's police whistle-blower lawsuit, which 

sparked the text message scandal.

When McPhail asked Stefani whether the mayor committed perjury, fired 

Brown or thought his quest for text messages was a violation of federal law, 

Granholm told McPhail she was getting "far afield" and urged her to stick to 

the central issues of the hearing -- whether Kilpatrick approved the 

$8.4-million whistle-blower settlement for personal gain and whether he kept 

the City Council in the dark about the text messages.

Contact DAVID ASHENFELTER at dashenfelter@freepress.com.

In your voice
READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY

Newest firstNewest first

Recommend New post Reply to this 
Post

Report Abuse

Recommend(1) New post Reply to this 
Post

Report Abuse

Recommend(3) New post Reply to this 
Post

Report Abuse

mayor clear -- 9/16/08
Dave Bing registers to vote in Detroit, signaling 
possible mayoral run -- 9/16/08
PDF: Read the full Kilpatrick deposition -- 
9/16/08
Kilpatrick unlikely to testify against Beatty -- 
9/16/08
TEXT MESSAGE SCANDAL: Kilpatrick invokes 
the Fifth 82 times in Free Press deposition -- 
9/16/08
TEXT MESSAGE SCANDAL: Beatty opts for 
trial, rejects plea offer -- 9/16/08
Kilpatrick likely to take Fifth in questioning today
-- 9/16/08
What's next for Kilpatrick, Cockrel, city -- 
9/16/08
Beatty's judge is fair, experienced, lawyers say
-- 9/16/08
What Beatty said in testimony, text messages -- 
9/16/08
ROCHELLE RILEY: Beatty reminds us she's a 
fighter -- 9/16/08
TEXT MESSAGE SCANDAL: Beatty rejects 
offer, chooses to face trial -- 9/15/08
Movers in early at Kilpatrick's official home -- 
9/14/08
KILPATRICK'S EXIT FROM OFFICE: Movers 
seen at Manoogian -- 9/13/08
LEONARD PITTS JR.: Take race out of guilt 
equation -- 9/13/08
Document: Resignation letter -- 9/12/08
Document: Plea exhibit one -- 9/12/08
Document: Settlement offer and notice of 
acceptance -- 9/12/08
Document: Factual basis for guilty plea -- 
9/12/08
Document: Read the emergency motion -- 
9/12/08

COMPLETE COVERAGE
Kwame Kilpatrick: A mayor in crisis

RELATED NEWS FROM THE WEB
Jennifer Granholm

US Governors
University of Detroit Mercy
Wayne State University
Powered by Topix.net

More Local News headlines
Cockrel taps well-known attorney as deputy 
mayor  (64)

McCain backs automaker loans in visit to 
General Motors Orion plant  (90)

Kilpatrick can stay mayor for one more day, 
judge rules  (101)

Judge delays decision on whether to release 
George  (38)

3 charged in shooting death of Pontiac 
17-year-old  (3)

Anybody that questions whether or not Sharon McPhail is a lunatic needs to either watch the court 
proceedings or read the transcripts. This woman is unfit and woefully unqualified to practice law. She
was utterly incompetent and as far as unitentional humor goes, she was easily a ten.
09/04/2008 12:57:17 p.m. EDT

Granholm is pretty hot.
09/04/2008 10:58:45 a.m. EDT

Granholm rocked yesterday! She was firm, focused and fair. She kept things on track and had a 
calmness and confidence that made you feel like this thing was in good hands. I would LOVE to see 
her as a judge... federal or state supreme court, etc. She would be AWESOME!!! 
And as a side note, can we stop busting her balls about being a crappy govenor? I think ANYONE in 
the govenor's role right now would be pretty screwed given the economy, etc.
09/04/2008 10:13:20 a.m. EDT

She should have stuck with the Law all along.
09/04/2008 9:55:44 a.m. EDT
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i think she did a good job too. she reined mcphail in when needed, something that could be a circus,
she stopped. she was fair, polite abd respectful. thank god a little decorum for a change.
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