Evangelical leader talks about metro roots | Freep.com | Detroit ... http://www .freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080919/NE...

Other editions: Mobile | News Feeds | E-Newsletters | Subscribe to the Free Press Find it: Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Apartments | Shopping | Classifieds

| Local News Classifieds Jobs More » SPONSORED BY:

HOME LOCAL NATION/WORLD SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT AUTOS/BUSINESS LIFE TRAVEL OPINION OBITUARIES EXTRAS

SEARCH

| l] com DETROIT

Site Index Photos Videos Add your photos Lottery Past headlines Weather Subscribe to the Free Press Site Services Contests

. Detroit Free Press

Log in | Become a member ON GUARD FOR 177 YEARS

The Rev. Jim
Wallis, an
evangelical leader
and native of metro
Detroit, at the

Evangelical leader talks about metro roots

BY NIRAJ WARIKOO - FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER « SEPTEMBER 19, 2008

I Read Comments(4) Recommend(3) = Print this page M E-mail this article # Share this article: |2 University Of Detroit
Mercy.

Born and raised in metro Detroit, the Rev. Jim Wallis is now a noted (NIRAJ
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He's been pushing the evangelical
community to embrace social

causes such as poverty, the
environment, and health care.
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Wallis spoke with the Free Press on Thursday at the University of Detroit
Mercy, where he was scheduled to deliver a talk Thursday evening. He also
spoke earlier in the week at Calvin College in Grand Rapids. Here are some
excerpts from the interview.

On growing up in metro Detroit

"I grew up in white Detroit: white churches, evangelical churches, and
schools. And I began to ask, how come we live the way we do in white Detroit,
and why is it so different in black Detroit, just a few miles away ... Detroit is
my hometown. I feel a lot of connection to it, a lot of loyalty. I've learned a lot,
the truth about racism, the truth about how many people are poor in this
country, the richest country in the world. So Detroit has been very formative in
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my life. It's been kind of a school.”

On abortion

"Reducing abortion should be a non-partisan issue and a bi-partisan cause.
Both sides should embrace that ... let's try to work pragmatically for results,
to reduce abortion in this country, which I think is where most Americans
want to go with that. We've got to find this common ground between pro-life
and pro-choice, which is abortion reduction, because there's a shouting match
going on."

On the presidential race

"In the recent past, only one party has done any outreach to the faith
community, the Republican party. This time, the Democrats are also doing
faith outreach ... God is not a Republican or Democrat. And people of faith
belong in no party's political pocket."

On being an evangelical

"There's a tradition of evangelical revivals that start social change," such as
the anti-slavery movement.

"So how did evangelical come to mean, pro-rich, pro-war, and only
pro-American? It's a very recent departure from the original and authentic
history. How did we ever think there are only two moral values ... gay
marriage and abortion?"

Contact NIRAJ WARIKOO at nwarikoo@freepress.com or 248-351-2998.
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| like what you said about people worshiping their religion instead of God. I've never heard it put that
way. It fits.
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