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Showcase of Detroit homes

Groups offer home-buying seminar and bus tour today in 10 overlooked
neighborhoods

BY LAURA ORTIZ « FREE PRESS SPECIAL WRITER « JUNE 14, 2008
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Several Detroit groups will band together today for a home-buying seminar and bus tour to feature

houses in 10 neighborhoods that they say have been overlooked and undervalued.

"These neighborhoods are among the higher-
voting, the higher-income and the most-
diverse communities within Detroit," said
Lolita Haley, member of the newly formed
Coalition of Realtors Empowering, Stabilizing
and Transforming Communities. "This is
where the judges, the lawyers and the
teachers live."

Even with strong community support and
desirable homes, these neighborhoods are
often ignored, in part because buyers have the
wrong perception about living in Detroit, she
said. The results: poor home sales,
undervalued pricing and neglected properties.

Ken Scott, chairman of the University Commons Home Buying Seminar and Neighborhood Open
House Bus Tour, said more than 100 homes are for sale within the 3-square-mile area bordered by
Eight Mile, the Lodge Freeway, Woodward Avenue and Schaefer.

"Our emphasis is getting families to consider purchasing a primary residence in these areas," said
Scott, a real estate agent with Candler, Scott and Wallace Real Estate Consultants. "We want to

showcase these communities and point out that the homes here have never been at a better value."

The event is free to the public and will start with a home-buying seminar from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at
University of Detroit Mercy Student Center Building, 4001 W. McNichols Road, Detroit.

Panel discussions will cover tax credits, property rehabilitation, mortgage loans and down-payment
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Vanessa Parnell, 43, of Detroit in the entryway of her
Colonial-style home that she's selling in the 18000 block of
Warrington. More than 100 homes are for sale in a 3-
square-mile area on the northwest side of the city.
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assistance.

Housing and credit counselors, real estate agents, mortgage counselors, insurance agents, housing
inspectors, property managers and representatives from the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban Development and the Michigan State Housing Development Authority also will answer
questions.

"We want to point out the tax credits that create incentives to buy homes in these areas, the
government-insured rehabilitation programs to help repair these homes and the value of living in
Detroit," Scott said.

Following the seminar, participants can take a bus tour from 2 p.m. to 6 p.m. through the Palmer
Woods, Sherwood Forest, University District, Bagley, Detroit Golf Course, Fitzgerald, Green Acres,
Martin Park, Pilgrim Village and Blackstone areas.

Homes range from 1,000 to 7,000 square feet and from $50,000 for fixer-uppers to $650,000 for
large homes that are move-in ready.

"We not only want to embrace some of our gems, we want to show the ones that need a little love,"
said Haley, CEO of Prime Financial Plus Realty. "We need people to see these homes so they can
judge for themselves what's going on here."

Contact LAURA ORTIZ at lauraortiz@wowway.com

READ REACTIONS TO THIS STORY

w

Newest first = =

function ({staffMark}, staffMark) { return T.processArg(staffMark, expr); }

function ({authorlcon}, authorlcon) { return T.processArg(authorlcon, expr); }
function ({authorHandle}, authorHandle) { return T.processArg(authorHandle, expr); } wrote:

function ({commentBody}, commentBody) { return T.processArg(commentBody,

expr); }
function function function function
({recommendLink}, ({newpostLink}, ({replylink}, ({reportAbuseL.ink},

recommendLink) { newpostLink) { replylink) { return  reportAbuseLink) {
return return T.processArg(replylireturn
T.processArg(recomiT.processArg(newpcexpr); } T.processArg(reportAbuseLink,
expr); } expr); } expr); }
function ({staffMark}, staffMark) { return T.processArg(staffMark, expr); }
function ({authorlcon}, authorlcon) { return T.processArg(authorlcon, expr); }
function ({authorHandle}, authorHandle) { return T.processArg(authorHandle, expr); } wrote:

function ({commentBody}, commentBody) { return T.processArg(commentBody,

expr); }
function function function function
({recommendLink}, ({newpostLink}, ({replylink}, ({reportAbuseL.ink},

recommendLink) { newpostLink) { replylink) { return  reportAbuseLink) {
return return T.processArg(replylireturn
T.processArg(recomT.processArg(newpcexpr); } T.processArg(reportAbuseLink,
expr); } expr); } expr); }
function ({staffMark}, staffMark) { return T.processArg(staffMark, expr); }
function ({authorlcon}, authorlcon) { return T.processArg(authorlcon, expr); }
function ({authorHandle}, authorHandle) { return T.processArg(authorHandle, expr); } wrote:
function ({commentBody}, commentBody) { return T.processArg(commentBody,
expr); }

http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/200806 14 /BUSINESS04/806140384

06/24/2008 10:54 AM

When: Seminar: 11 a.m.-2 p.m. today. Bus tour: 2-6 p.m.
Where: University of Detroit Mercy Student Center Building
4001 W. McNichols Road, Detroit

Cost: Free to public. Refreshments will be provided

Hosts: University Commons, 12th Precinct Neighborhood
Coalition, Wayne County Commissioner Keith D. Williams,
Coalition of Realtors Empowering, Stabilizing and
Transforming Communities (CREST), City of Detroit's
Office of Neighborhood and Commercial Revitalization

Contact: Kenneth Scott, event chair 313-819-7065
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