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Pontiff consoles abuse victims

Pope meets with some affected by sex scandal; Metro area Muslims join
interfaith gathering.

Deb Price / Detroit News Washington Bureau

WASHINGTON -- Pope Benedict XVI met privately Thursday with victims of sexual abuse by clergy,
following a Mass for 46,000 Catholics at a baseball stadium here.

The pope and Boston Cardinal Sean O'Malley met with five or six victims and gave them encouragement
and hope, according to the Rev. Federico Lombardi, a papal spokesman.

The emotional meeting was part of a packed day for the 81-year-old pope, who is on a six-day visit to the
United States.

Advertisement In addition to the lavish Mass, the pope spoke to Catholic educators, including
Sister Frances Nadolny, director of education for the Archdiocese of Detroit,
and the Rev. Gerald Stockhausen, the president of the University of Detroit

Pope Benedict XVI celebrates Mass Thursday at
Nationals Park. (Mark Wilson / Getty Images)

Mercy. T
ClicK 10
Michigan, He ended the day with an interfaith meeting with 220 representatives from five
welcome to religions, including Imam Sayed Hassan Al-Qazwini of the Islamic Center of

Bank of America. America in Dearborn.

At the meeting with victims, some of whom cried, the pope said he would pray
for them, their families and all victims of clergy sex abuse, Lombardi said.
The 25-minute meeting took place in the chapel of the papal embassy and is

believed to be the first time a pope has met with victims. Related Content

Bernie McDaid said in an interview with CNN he told the pope he was an Photos: Pope continues U.S. trip

altar boy when he was abused and "it wasn't just sexual abuse, it was Vifje‘:: Pope Benedict addresses sexual abuse by
riests

spiritual abuse. And | want you to know that. And then | told him that he has a Sideo: Faithful flock for papal Mass

cancer growing in his ministry, and needs to do something about it. And | Forum: Join the discussion in Faith Talk

hope he hears me ... and he nodded."
More information

McDaid and two other victims said in the interview that the meeting was
candid and emotional. Pope's itinerary

Olan Horne, who said he attended the meeting, told National Public Radio that Today: Addresses United Nations; visits synagogue
the meeting gave him a "sense of fulfillment.” in New York City; prayer service with leaders of
’ other Christian groups.

"For eight years, I've been asking to hear the words from the top, and from no Saturday: Mass at St. Patrick's Cathedral in New
York City; meets with young Catholics.

Sunday: Visits ground zero; Mass at Yankee
"And we heard them today. And we heard them face to face, without a filter, Stadium; returns to Rome.

without a proxy. It wasn't symbolic. It was from him to me." Source: U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops

one else," Horne said.

The sex scandal has shaken the commitment of some Catholics to the U.S.
Related Articles

church, which has paid out $2 billion to victims since 1950.
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More reports

Barbara Blaine, the president of the Chicago-based Survivors Network of
Pope turns to global audience at United Nations

those Abused by Priests (SNAP), said the step by the pope won't stop abuse

unless leaders are held accountable if they cover up such activity.
Most Popular

"We know the courage it took for the victims to speak," she said. "But the church will always have
Most Read

pedophiles. What needs to be done is holding people accountable who hide and cover up the abuse."

MOSQUG leader meets pope Finally: Red Wings in Cup Finals after six- M
year wait

At the meeting with religious leaders, Dearborn's Qazwini, leader of the nation's largest mosque, was among Ford plans to debut small, light pickups

those called forward to speak individually with the pope. Howard: U-M may struggle
Tigers culprits are many

Following the meeting, Qazwini said he told the pope they had met two years ago at the Vatican, where the Analysts: Axle's labor cost still high

Muslim asked him to lead efforts to establish permanent dialogue between Muslims and Catholics. Draper sinks teeth into goal
Tigers' Ramirez has numbers and, finally,

" "Today, Your Holiness, | ask you for the same," " he said of his conversation with the pope. " 'Muslims and health

Catholics form over 50 percent of the world's population. And they are in desperate need to having a Pistons and Celtics making history

dialogue among themselves.' And he agreed with me on that," he said. Saving face: Red Wings regain composure, -
win Game 6

Qazwini told the pope he'd been in Iraq two weeks ago. " 'lraq is going through a very difficult time, with 5 Ouestinng nive Red \Winas GM Halland 1

million orphans,' " he said he told the pope. " 'lraq is suffering a great deal because of the war. It needs

your serious attention.

At the interfaith meeting, the pope, speaking in a thick German accent, said, "May the followers of all
religions stand together in defending and promoting life and religious freedom everywhere. ... (W)e can be
instruments of peace for the whole human family."

Also attending were Michigan Muslim leaders Victor Ghalib Begg and Eide Alawan.

Cardinal Adam Maida, archbishop of Detroit, attended events throughout the day. The meeting of religious
leaders took place at the John Paul Il Cultural Center, founded by Maida.

He gave the pope a pair of 18-karat gold cuff links with the cultural center's logo and a bound book with the
names of 12,000 donors who helped pay for the pope's visit to the cultural center. The pope gave him a
photograph of Pope John Paul Il.

Mass at Nationals Park

The day began with the pope arriving at Nationals Park in his popemobile, a bullet-proof enclosure in the
bed of a Mercedes-Benz truck.

Maida entered in a procession with the other U.S. Catholic bishops and the pope and assisted in the Mass.
About 75 Catholic laypeople from Michigan were at the Mass after getting much-sought-after tickets from the
Archdiocese of Detroit. Nine current and retired Michigan bishops attended.

Raymond Mote of Redford said he went to the Mass because "it's a once in a lifetime experience.”

Well-known Michiganians at the Mass included U.S. Reps. Thad McCotter, R-Livonia, who authored a
House resolution welcoming the pope; Dale Kildee, D-Flint; Joe Knollenberg, R-Bloomfield Hills; and Bart
Stupak, D-Menominee.

The baseball field had been converted into an open-air cathedral. At center field was a 14-foot hand-carved
cross with a 6-foot fiberglass Christ. The stadium was packed.

A green tarp covered the pitcher's mound; home plate was covered by a target embossed with the colorful
cross seal of the Archdiocese of Washington. The Mass was the first nonbaseball event held at the park,
which opened March 30.

As he did when speaking to bishops Wednesday night, the pope directly addressed the sexual abuse
scandal.

"No words of mine could describe the pain which the church in America has experienced as a result of the
sexual abuse of minors," the pope said.

Nancy Pelc from Oxford flew in with her husband, Gilbert, for the Mass.

"This Mass is very important to us as Catholics," she said. "The pope is the leader of our faith. It's important
for us to come together as a faith and show our unity."

The Associated Press contributed to this report.

Article Tools: Print Email Comment

In the Blogs...

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/20080418/NATION/804180374/1020 Page 2 of 3


http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180374/1020#
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180374/1020#
Javascript:comments(letteradress)
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/OPINION03/805200405/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/AUTO01/805200362/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/SPORTS0201/805200377/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/OPINION03/805200376/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/AUTO01/805200351/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/SPORTS0103/805200397/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/SPORTS0104/805200370/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/SPORTS0102/805200355/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/SPORTS0103/805200389/&imw=Y
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080520/SPORTS0103/805200393/&imw=Y

Pontiff consoles abuse victims

Politics Blog

Richard Burr: Democratic presidential
contender Barack Obama on Sunday
explained his moral equivalency negotiation
policy with terrorist regimes this way: "Iran, Cuba,
Venezuela -- ... Continued

Tuned In: TV Blog

Mekeisha Madden Toby: Actress Sarah
Carter threw a fundraiser party for the Breast
Cancer Fund in Santa Monica Thursday and |
all anyone could say was "sorry your show got cancelled."
Carter ... Continued

Terry Foster's Blog
) Terry Foster: NHL Commissioner Gary
Bettman is already mud in this town. It would
_ be worse if the Red Wings lose the Western
Conference series to the Dallas Stars. The Wings were
up ... Continued

More blogs

Site Index

Essentials: News: Autos:

Home Nation/World Autos Insider
Page One PDF Politics/Govt. Drive

Sports PDF Elections Joyrides
Weather Religion Auto Shows
Horoscope Local/State: Auto Reviews
Lottery Metro/State Auto Photos
Crossword Wayne Autos Talk
Sudoku Oakland Test Drive blog
Contact Us Macomb Business:
Multimedia: Livingston Business News
Photos/Video Commuting Personal

News Photos Schools Finance
Autos Photos Michigan History — Stocks
Audio Galleries Obituaries Technology

Video
Photo Store

Death Notices

Pope turns to global
audience at United Nations
- 04/18/2008

Pontiff consoles abuse
victims - 04/18/2008

Seoul agrees to resume
U.S. beef imports - 04/18/2008

Reports: New arrests in Tibetan areas in China -
04/18/2008

Al-Zawahri: U.S. options in Iraq all bad - 04/18/2008
1in 5 troops has mental problems - 04/18/2008

Chaos reigns at hearing for polygamist sect -
04/18/2008

Carter slams Israeli actions in Gaza Strip -
04/18/2008

Smoke from vast fires chokes Buenos Aires -
04/18/2008

Capitol going green amid grumbling - 04/18/2008
ABC's Woodruff back after Iraq bomb injury -

04/18/2008

Jet stream shift may give northern U.S. more storms

- 04/18/2008
Sports: Entertainment:  Forums: Lifestyle:
Sports Entertainment Forums Index Lifestyle
Lions/NFL Music Lions Talk Homestyle
Pistons/NBA Calendar Wings Talk Food
Red Wings/NHL  Movies Pistons Talk Recipe Finder
Tigers/MLB Movie Finder Tigers Talk Health/Fitness
Shock/WNBA TV Listings Ask Mike Fashion/Shopping
MSU TV/Radio O'Hara Families/Parenting
U-M Restaurants Big Ten Talk Travel/Recreation
More Colleges Wine Report News Talk MichMoms
High Schools Celebs Autos Talk MichDads
Golf Performing Arts  Faith Talk Other
Motor Sports Casinos Opinions: Special Reports
More Sports Puzzles/Games  Editorials
Ski Guide Letter to Editor
Scoreboards Blogs

Columnists
Cybersurveys

RRRRROCK YOUR WORKOUT!

© Copyright 2008 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

Terms

of Service

Contact Help

5/20/08 11:41 AM

Special Reports

1
Special report: Maxed out
on prison spending

It costs $5 million a day, or $2
billion a year, to run Michigan's
prison system, whose population
stands at 50,200 and is projected
to top 56,000 within five years. -
Apr. 14, 2008

The war in Iraq: Five years and
counting - Mar. 14, 2008

Special section: Madonna, from
Michigan to the Hall of Fame -
Feb. 28, 2008

Special report: Detroit's mayor
under fire - Jan. 24, 2008

Special report: The foreclosure
factory - Nov. 26, 2007

More Special Reports

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/20080418/NATION/804180374/1020

Page 3 of 3


http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/POLITICS/80414001/1020/NATION&template=theme&theme=POLITICS-PRISONS-SERIES
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/NATION/80314001/1020/NATION&template=theme&theme=NATION-IRAQ
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/ENT04/80228001/1020/NATION&template=theme&theme=ENT-MADONNA
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/METRO/80124001/1020/NATION&template=theme&theme=METRO-DETROIT-MAYOR
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/BIZ01/711010504/1020/NATION&template=theme&theme=MONEY-FORECLOSURES
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=SPECIAL/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=SPECIAL
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.detnews.com/legacy/editions/TheDetroitNews_05-20-2008_1A.pdf
http://www.detnews.com/legacy/editions/TheDetroitNews_05-20-2008_SptFront.pdf
http://detnews.weather.gannettonline.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=WEATHER01&city=DETROIT&state=MI
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT11
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT11
http://www2.uclick.com/client/tno/fcx/
http://www.uclick.com/client/tno/sudoc/
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=INFO
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/multimedia/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/multimedia/newsgrid.cfm?gallery=newsgallery
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/multimedia/autosgrid.cfm?gallery=autos
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/multimedia/videogrid.cfm?gallery=audioslideshows
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/multimedia/videogrid.cfm?gallery=video
http://info.detnews.com/photostore/index.htm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=NATION
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=POLITICS
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=POLITICS01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO02
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO05
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SCHOOLS
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=METRO07
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=OBITUARIES
http://www.detroitnewspapers.com/deathnotices/index.cfm?detnews
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=AUTO01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=AUTO03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=AUTO05
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=AUTO04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=AUTO06
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/multimedia/autosgrid.cfm?gallery=autos
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/autostalk/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/scottburgessblog/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BIZ
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BIZ01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BIZ05
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=BIZ04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0101
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0102
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0103
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0104
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0105
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0202
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS0201
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS02
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS05
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS04
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS07
http://info.detnews.com/ski/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPORTS10
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT04
http://events.detnews.com/
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT02
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/movies/index.cfm
http://affiliate.zap2it.com/tvlistings/ZCGrid.do?aid=det
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT10
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE10
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT09
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT08
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=ENT11
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/lions/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/wings/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/pistons/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/tigers/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/asktheexpert/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/sports/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/feedback/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/autostalk/lettersindex.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/forums/faithtalk/lettersindex.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=OPINION
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/71011004/1421
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=OPINION03
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/cybersurveys/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE01
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE05
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/recipes/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE03
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE09
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE06
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=LIFESTYLE07
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/momblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/dadsblog/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=SPECIAL
http://gcirm.dmp.gcion.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/mi-detroit.detnews.com/news/world/article.htm/1742609799/728x90_2/OasDefault/1029-DMP-Vitalpromo-0410-728ROS/vital728.gif/63363664333330653438333162303730
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/71011001/1421
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/INFO/71015002/1421
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?Category=INFO
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/politicsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/politicsblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/tvblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/tvblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/terryfosterblog/index.cfm
http://info.detnews.com/redesign/blogs/terryfosterblog/index.cfm
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180424/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180374/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180413/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180414/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180411/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180334/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180332/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180331/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180326/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180316/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180317/1020
http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080418/NATION/804180330/1020

