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Detroiters have mixed feelings
Gordon Trowbridge / The Detroit News

DETROIT -- Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick's supporters are still supporters. His critics remain critics. The city's
business elite largely remains on the sidelines. And the city's residents remain worried, and baffled.

Despite the eight criminal counts, the fiery accusations from Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Worthy before a
national television audience and the legal and political questions Kilpatrick now faces, few of the community
figures who had spoken publicly before Monday's announcement were changing their positions afterward.

If there was a common theme running through the reactions, it was sadness.

"A tragic day for the city," said City Council President
Kenneth Cockrel Jr.

"A sad day for Detroit," was the verdict from the Rev.
Nicholas Hood III of Plymouth United Church of Christ
in Detroit.

"The 21st century rerun of a classic Greek tragedy,"
said Oakland County Executive L. Brooks Patterson.

Ordinary Detroiters were no less sad.

"I hate to have them go through this," said Marvin
Douglas, 66, about Kilpatrick and former aide
Christine Beatty. "But if you're wrong, you're wrong."

"I feel bad for them," said 83-year-old Eola Wells.
"But people have minds to think, and they should

think before they act."

Some among the city's influential clergy were less willing to blame the mayor. The Rev. Horace Sheffield, a
Kilpatrick supporter, was planning a Thursday rally to buoy the mayor.

"My support is unshakable," said Sheffield, of New Galilee Baptist Church. "The mayor is charged, not
convicted. This is what the prosecutor had to say. There is still the evidence, there is still a trial by peers,
there is still a judge that has to make decisions."

Another Kilpatrick supporter, African-American activist Malik Shabazz, saw the same racial motives in
Monday's announcement that the mayor himself has suggested in the past.

"The prosecutor has major discretion. She did not have to do this," he said. Worthy, he alleged, was
courting "racist institutions like (the Detroit media) and those who control the suburban, capital and corporate
interests who want to take control of Detroit."

Shabazz said outside suburban interests want to reclaim the city and control the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department along with future city development.

The corporate interests of whom Shabazz is so scornful were largely silent publicly Monday. Privately,
company leaders questioned whether Kilpatrick is trustworthy and can still run the city.

Detroit resident Eola Wills, 83, with grandniece
Akilah Ransom, weighs in on charges against
Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick and Christine Beatty.
(Velvet S. McNeil / The Detroit News)
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company leaders questioned whether Kilpatrick is trustworthy and can still run the city.

The business community has often forged high-profile bonds with the mayor, who shared their belief in
reviving the city's core with housing, retail and corporate relocations such as the Quicken Loans' plans to
move to the city.

But Monday there was dead silence -- at least publicly. The Detroit Regional Chamber of Commerce
released a carefully worded statement focusing on the need for the city's economic rebuilding to continue.

"We're just going to keep our eyes set on the larger picture, and that's growth and economic development in
the city," General Motors Corp. spokesman Greg Martin said.

Chrysler LLC released this statement: "Chrysler has been a long-standing community partner of the City of
Detroit, through challenging times and successful endeavors. (Examples include the Winter Blast, the
Chrysler Firehouse, the 2006 Super Bowl, among others.) The Company will continue to support outreach
efforts that enable growth for the City and the region as a whole."

Withholding comment were the heads of Compuware Corp., DTE Energy and Ilitch Holdings, and industrialist
Dave Bing -- all once major Kilpatrick boosters. Public relations business academics experts said that
suggests waning support for the mayor.

"Oh, it's a turning point. It went from a watching a car wreck to being at a funeral," said Kelly Rossman-
McKinney, CEO of the Rossman Group public relations firm in Lansing.

Michael Bernacchi, a professor of marketing at University of Detroit Mercy, said the business leaders' silence
says they've "likely gone onto Plan B."

For weeks, Bernacchi said, many business leaders have given vague statements saying that downtown
momentum cannot be killed and the legal process should run its course. Privately, he said, he'd suggest
they are more pointed.

"At this point, if you're Mike Ilitch or Pete Karmanos or Dan Gilbert, you get the mayor behind closed doors
and tell him he's got to leave office," Bernacchi said.

Oakland Executive Patterson, who rarely withholds criticism of Detroit's leaders, has been largely quiet as
the text message scandal unfolded. On Monday, his comments remained tempered. In a brief statement
released from his office, Patterson said, "It is the responsibility of us in leadership roles to stay focused at
this hour on the important work before us."

But for some, Kilpatrick's ability to maintain that focus is in question.

"So he is not going to resign," said the Rev. V. Lonnie Peek of the city's Greater Christ Baptist Church.

"But can he do what is needed to move the city forward while dealing with his situation?"

Detroit News Staff Writers Karen Bouffard, Catherine Jun, Louis Aguilar, Sharon Terlep and Oralandar
Brand-Williams contributed to this report.

Don't let charges blot out mayor's progress
Mayor isn't the first to face scandal
What they're saying: Detroit residents
Case strains support for mayor
Worthy spoke to feds on case
Past legal troubles
City attorneys accused of delaying probe
'Classic' Worthy delivers
Beatty's lawyer vows to fight charges
Mayor's attorney blasts case, outlines strategy

Metro-Detroit-mayor

MORE IN: METRO AND STATE

Embattled mayor charged:
Kilpatrick faces 8 felonies -
03/25/2008

Kilpatrick meets with local
leaders ahead of court
appearance - 03/25/2008

Detroiters have mixed feelings - 03/25/2008

Lawyer: Charges boost stripper case - 03/25/2008

Residents picket the Hustler Club - 03/25/2008

Third suspect arraigned in rape of Flint girl  -
03/25/2008

Mayor's attorney blasts case, outlines strategy -
03/25/2008

Soldier from Detroit dies in accident in Afghanistan -
03/25/2008

Mayor Kilpatrick booked on charges of perjury,
obstruction, misconduct - 03/24/2008

Mayor will not resign, seeks 'full and complete
vindication' - 03/24/2008



03/25/2008 04:34 PMDetroiters have mixed feelings

Page 3 of 3http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080325/METRO/803250349/1409/METRO

Special Reports

The war in Iraq: Five years
and counting
- Mar. 14, 2008

Special section: Madonna, from
Michigan to the Hall of Fame -
Feb. 28, 2008

Special report: Detroit's mayor
under fire - Jan. 24, 2008

Special report: The foreclosure
factory - Nov. 26, 2007

April 15 and you: Help with
figuring out your taxes - Jan.
31, 2008

More Special Reports

Essentials:
Home
Page One PDF
Sports PDF
Weather
Horoscope
Lottery
Crossword
Sudoku
Contact Us
Multimedia:
Photos/Video
News Photos
Autos Photos
Audio Galleries
Video
Photo Store

News:
Nation/World
Politics/Govt.
Elections
Religion
Local/State:
Metro/State
Wayne
Oakland
Macomb
Livingston
Commuting
Schools
Michigan History
Obituaries
Death Notices

Autos:
Autos Insider
Drive
Joyrides
Auto Shows
Auto Reviews
Auto Photos
Autos Talk
Test Drive blog
Business:
Business News
Personal
Finance
Stocks
Technology

Sports:
Sports
Lions/NFL
Pistons/NBA
Red Wings/NHL
Tigers/MLB
Shock/WNBA
MSU
U-M
More Colleges
High Schools
Golf
Motor Sports
More Sports
Ski Guide
Scoreboards

Entertainment:
Entertainment
Music
Calendar
Movies
Movie Finder
TV Listings
TV/Radio
Restaurants
Wine Report
Celebs
Performing Arts
Casinos
Puzzles/Games

Forums:
Forums Index
Lions Talk
Wings Talk
Pistons Talk
Tigers Talk
Ask Mike
O'Hara
Big Ten Talk
News Talk
Autos Talk
Faith Talk
Opinions:
Editorials
Letter to Editor
Blogs
Columnists
Cybersurveys

Lifestyle:
Lifestyle
Homestyle
Food
Recipe Finder
Health/Fitness
Fashion/Shopping
Families/Parenting
Travel/Recreation
MichMoms
MichDads
Other
Special Reports

Site Index

© Copyright 2008 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

Terms of Service  Contact  Help

vindication' - 03/24/2008

Wayne County Executive Ficano: Sad day for Detroit
and entire region - 03/24/2008

Contempt hearing adjourned for Detroit's top lawyer,
deputy HR director - 03/24/2008


