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JOHN PEMBERTON/The Times-Union
Vietnam veteran Seymour Groover goes through
paperwork Tuesday while waiting to see a counselor
from Project Salute at the Mary Singleton Senior Center.
A project of University of Detroit Mercy School of Law,
the program helps veterans enmeshed in federal
benefits issues.
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Veterans get help with their benefits from
Project Salute

Click-2-Listen  

The program assists them in dealing with federal benefits issues

By Jessie-Lynne Kerr, The Times-Union

Charlie Sledge gave 33 of his 72 years to the Army, two of them on active duty in
Korea and 31 in the reserves. During his service to the country, he suffered a severe
injury to a knee that still gives him trouble.

But the retired Jacksonville
Sheriff's Office corrections
officer has been unable to get
veterans disability benefits
because his records were lost in
the disastrous 1973 fire at the
St. Louis warehouse where the
government stored military
records.

"I have gone from pillar to post with no results," Sledge said Tuesday, grasping two 3-
inch-thick accordion files bulging with papers detailing his efforts.

He was among more than 200 veterans who jammed the hallways at the Mary
Singleton Senior Center in downtown Jacksonville seeking assistance from Project
Salute.

A project of the University of Detroit Mercy School of Law, the program is on a
national tour to provide free assistance to veterans enmeshed in federal benefit issues.

Staffed by two faculty lawyers and three law school students, the project will continue
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. today to see more veterans at the Singleton Center.

Another veteran seeking assistance Tuesday was retired Jacksonville ophthalmologist
Tom Edwards. He was an ROTC student in college and in medical school and began
four years of active Army duty in June 1950, followed by 31 years in the reserves.

Edwards served as a medical adviser to the South Korean army for 10 months during
the Korean War.

But it was while serving as an officer on the tuberculosis ward at Brooke Army
Hospital in San Antonio that Edwards lost vision in his right eye.

He was treated with early forms of corticosteroids, which restored some of his vision,
but doctors later learned the substance also causes bone and cartilage to degenerate.

Today, Edwards, 79, must use a walker to get around since portions of both of his legs
are paralyzed and he has degenerated cartilage in his spine.

Edwards said his beef with Veterans Affairs is that it deducted his 30 percent disability benefit from his longevity pay because of changes in
the law.
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the law.

"It is all very confusing," he said, "and I am hoping to get things straightened out."

The project group on the tour is headed by Joon Sung, a law clinical professor at the university's Veterans Legal Clinic.

"We hope to see as many veterans as we can to find out what problems they are having in getting benefits," Sung said.

He said Tuesday's turnout, plus at least that many expected today, "demonstrates the need for our services."

And, Sung added, "the VA is listening. The day after a newspaper reported the plight of a veteran in Houston who came to see us, the VA cut
him a check for $96,000."

According to the project's spokesman, Dick Jefferson, there are about 1.75 million military veterans in Florida, with more than 157,000 of
them living in Jacksonville. Nationwide, he said, more than 500,000 veterans who are eligible for benefits are not receiving any.

jessie-lynne.kerr@jacksonville.

com, (904) 359-4374

More help today

10 a.m. to 4 p.m., veterans benefits assistance, 
Mary Singleton Senior Center, 
150 E. First St.,

Jacksonville Lawyer training 

9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday, 
veterans benefits seminar for lawyers, 
Jacksonville Area Legal Aid, West Adams Street, Jacksonville
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