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Tuesday, February 26, 2008

Cedar Point seeks workers
Ride park recruits Mich. young adults to fill 5,000 spots

Jennifer Youssef / The Detroit News

Cedar Point officials are pumping up their recruitment of Michigan college students, with visits to three times
as many state campuses this year as they hunt for nearly 5,000 summer workers.

The seasonal workers will operate rides, serve concessions and keep the park running smoothly for the 3
million visitors who will start pouring in May 10.

Recruiters have already been to 10 Michigan campuses and plan to stop by five more before the Sandusky,
Ohio, amusement park opens. Last year, officials went to five colleges.

Advertisement The campus visits are a good way to recruit students
who will likely have a hard time finding summer jobs
in a state where the unemployment rate stands at 7.6

. . . ] ) Cedar Point expects about 15,000 applications
percent, said Cedar Point Director of Public Relations this year, with 20 percent from Michigan

Robin Innes. residents, to fill 5,000 summer jobs. (Photos
courtesy of Cedar Point)
"We want to reach out to as many people as we can,"

Innes said. Campus tours "give us a chance to meet
employees face to face."

Most of the Cedar Point jobs pay $7 an hour, plus a
35-cent-an-hour bonus for good performers. Workers
16 and younger start at $5.80 an hour.

Although 4,000 positions are being advertised, the
park will hire closer to 5,000 workers during the
summer as not all employees can work for the entire

season, Innes said.
Among the jobs available are park cleanup, directing traffic and working at the ticket booths

So far, the park has received 4,500 applications for summer jobs, which is 25 percent more than the number
of applications it had received last year at this time, he said.

Extras

How to apply
By the time summer arrives, Innes expects the amusement park will get 15,000 applications, about 20

Cedar Point is hiring about 5,000 workers this
percent to 25 percent from Michigan residents.

summer. Two more interview sessions are planned:

When the economy is weak, more workers tend to apply to earn some extra money, he said. Where: At the park’s Breaker's Express Hotel,
1201 Cedar Point Drive, Sandusky, Ohio

The summer unemployment rate for teens and young adults in Michigan, which typically is double that of the When: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday and 11 a.m. to 4

general population, will be high again this year, said Bruce Weaver, an economic analyst for the Michigan p.m. April 5

Jobs available: Ride operators, food services,
hotel positions, retail, marina dockhands,
In 2006 -- the last data available -- the jobless rate in Michigan was 7 percent; for those ages 20 to 24, it lifeguard, parking and toll attendants and more

was 11.4 percent and for teens 16 to 19 years old, it was 19 percent. Pay: $7 an hour for workers 17 and older, $5.80
for workers under 16, plus bonuses

Department of Labor and Economic Growth.
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"It lends some credence to the fact that difficulty finding a job is more acute for young adults than the
general public," Weaver said. "The competition for jobs is substantial.”

Knowing that, Cedar Point officials decided to make more of an effort to recruit Michigan college students,
Innes said.

Job atmosphere enjoyable

The summer recreation job fair at Central Michigan University drew 90 employers, including Cedar Point,
and about 1,000 potential employees from the college and the community, said Dean Wallin, director of the
Center for Leisure Services who organized the event.

Michael Ott of Rochester Hills, who is earning his master's degree in education at the University of Detroit
Mercy, is eager to start his fifth year as a ride supervisor at the amusement park this summer.

He has worked at other establishments in Michigan, but none of them has been as much fun as Cedar Point,
where he is earning $9 an hour.

"l love that it's such a team atmosphere," he said. "Everybody out there is willing to help."

You can reach Jennifer Youssef at (313) 222-2319.

Article Tools: Print Email Comment

In the Blogs... MORE IN: BUSINESS

Tom Long's Mostly Movies

. Tom Long: This past Sunday night, in a
i\’ ». glaring display of self-preoccupation,
5

misguided purpose and loathing for the

Falling values, rising taxes
irk homeowners -
02/26/2008

January foreclosures drop
in Michigan - 02/26/2008

) $130M pledged to counsel homeowners - 02/26/2008
Big 10 Blog precs

common man, Oscar the Golden Statue committed
suicide in front ... Continued

Dave Dye: After writing a story in today's \
paper about all of Michigan State's road @ R{
woes in the Big Ten over the last three /
years, | am certain the Spartans will win tonight at ...
Continued

Consumer confidence plummets in February -
02/26/2008

Age discrimination case returned for review -
02/26/2008

Report: IBM plans $15 billion stock repurchase -
02/26/2008

In Tune: Music Blog Wall Street dips on wholesale inflation gain -

03/04/2008 02:22 PM

To apply: Potential embloyees are encouraged
to apply online at www.cedarpoint.com
Source: Cedar Point

Most Popular

Most Read E-Mailed Printed

Beatty got biggest grant, even before M
mortgage program OK'd

Lions defend their moves

Cop suspected DPD role in killing of
exotic dancer Tamara Greene

Dumars plays proud father

Bondo's change coming along for Tigers
Return home is a quick one for Pistons
Leyland: We won't force Inge to catch
Auto sales slide as economy takes toll
Lost in America: Families of foreign
workers strive to fit in

Avla ctrika chuite mara antn nlante

Adam Graham: | am in the process of
%_ moving my base of operations to my own
. blog, where | will discuss music, movies, TV

shows, my Blockbuster Online cue, Britney Spears,
Slayer, and ... Continued

02/26/2008

Domino's: Fourth-quarter net fell 48% to $16.2M -
02/26/2008

Oil futures back over $100 a barrel - 02/26/2008
Starbucks stores to close for 3 hours - 02/26/2008

More blogs

Site Index

Essentials: News: Autos:

Home Nation/World Autos Insider
Page One PDF Politics/Govt. Drive

Sports PDF Elections Joyrides
Weather Religion Auto Shows
Horoscope Local/State: Auto Reviews
Lottery Metro/State Auto Photos
Crossword Wayne Autos Talk
Sudoku Oakland Test Drive blog
Contact Us Macomb Business:
Multimedia: Livingston Business News
Photos/Video Commuting Personal

News Photos Schools Finance
Autos Photos Michigan Stocks
Audio Galleries History Technology
Video Obituaries

Photo Store Death Notices

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080226/BIZ/802260334/1001/BIZ

Home price index shows record declines in '07 -

02/26/2008

Higher costs for food, energy and medicine push
wholesale prices up sharply - 02/26/2008

Special Reports

Sports: Entertainment:  Forums: Lifestyle:

Sports Entertainment Forums Index Lifestyle

Lions/NFL Music Lions Talk Homestyle

Pistons/NBA Calendar Wings Talk Food

Red Wings/NHL Movies Pistons Talk Recipe Finder

Tigers/MLB Movie Finder Tigers Talk Health/Fitness

Shock/WNBA TV Listings Ask Mike Fashion/Shopping . e

MsSuU TV/Radio O'Hara Families/Parenting Special reportf Detroit's

u-m Restaurants Big Ten Talk Travel/Recreation mayor under fire

More Colleges Wine Report News Talk MichMoms Detroit Mayor Kwame

High Schools Celebs Autos Talk MichDads Kilpatrick is hanging on for his

Golf Performing Faith Talk Other political life after the revelation

Motor Sports Arts Opinions: Special that, among 14,000 text

More Sports Casinos Editorials Reports messages between him and

Ski Guide Puzzles/Games Letter to Editor his chief of staff Christine

Scoreboards Blogs Beatty, there was evidence of
Columnists an extramarital affair... - Jan.

Page 2 of 3



Cedar Point seeks workers

Cybersurveys

Engineers Malwe
World of Difference

| View our special section online.
© Copyright 2008 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

Terms of Service Contact Help

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20080226/BIZ/802260334/1001/BIZ

03/04/2008 02:22 PM

24,2008

Special report: The
foreclosure factory - Nov. 26,
2007

April 15 and you: Help with
figuring out your taxes - Jan.
31, 2008

Special Report: Restoring the
glory - Feb. 8, 2007

Detroit tax breaks go to the
well-heeled - Oct. 31, 2007

More Special Reports

Page 3 of 3



