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Editorial: Grant deserves maximum jail time
Macomb County felon makes jokes about wife's murder
The Detroit News

Macomb Circuit Judge Diane Druzinski should throw the book at Stephen Grant when she sentences him for
murder later this month. In taped conversations and in love letters to jail mates, Grant shows no remorse for
killing his wife, Tara.

In fact, he sees himself as some sort of "gangsta" celebrity and is even sparking romance with women jail
birds also serving time for murder.

Grant makes jokes about murdering his wife last year. And in toying with the idea of a book deal on the
murder, he imagined a publisher's contract that would avoid turning profits over to his dead wife's estate, an
estate that benefits the couple's children.

Grant was convicted of second-degree murder, which
means he can expect a sentence of anywhere from
30 years to life in prison with the possibility of parole.

Complicated state sentencing guidelines will shape
Druzinski's sentence. However, among the
considerations should be the horrific impact the
murder had on Tara Grant's children and family -- no
small matter considering that Stephen Grant chopped
his wife into pieces and stuffed her into plastic bags
after the murder.

Since he has no remorse, Grant doesn't deserve even
a small sentencing break. During his trial, the bug-
eyed killer was taped -- not regretting his deed -- but
worrying that people made fun of his disconcerting

wide-eyed expression. "People in here make fun of me," he said. "They say, 'Do the Stephen Grant eyes.' "

In repellent conversation, Grant and his sister joke about the haphazard way he tried to dispose of the body
and giggle over whether Tara Grant was put back together in the coffin before the funeral. That remark
especially sickened her family.

The remarks were recorded in 50 hours of taped conversations Stephen Grant had with his sister during jail
visiting hours.

Fortunately, lack of remorse and conscience can work against Grant in sentencing, according to legal
experts.

"Any insensitivity he displayed toward the murder of his wife could be a factor the court could take into
account," said Larry Dubin, professor of law at the University of Detroit Mercy.

Grant clearly relishes his swaggering jailhouse persona. Judge Druzinski should see that he gets a lifetime to
live it.
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