
01/11/2008 02:40 PMLaw students advise state's needy veterans

Page 1 of 3http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071226/SCHOOLS/712260384/1026

 

Article  Tools: Print Email Comment Text Size: Save Share

Advertisement

 

Wednesday, December 26, 2007

Law students  advise  state's  needy  veterans
UDM program  includes  mobile  office  to  offer  aid  around  the  state.
Marisa  Schultz  / The  Detroit  News

For two years, Hugh Rowan, a Vietnam-era veteran, tried unsuccessfully to get his Social Security disability

benefits restored.

"To say that Social Security representatives are not very receptive to you by phone would be an

understatement," said Rowan, 55, whose health problems crippled his ability to walk and to work.

Now, Rowan is no longer homebound and credits a University of Detroit Mercy law student and professor for

turning his life around.

Shortly after contacting the law school's pilot veterans

clinic, Social Security officials agreed to not only

restore Rowan's monthly benefits, but also to award

him pay for the two years his benefits were

wrongfully cut off, he said.

"It was very dramatic," said Rowan, a Detroiter who

served in the Air Force. "Two years without having

income and the (resolution) happened almost

instantaneously. I felt it was a true blessing."

The University of Detroit Mercy School of Law

believes it will help thousands of other Michigan

veterans like Rowan, thanks to a $200,000 grant the

state recently awarded the school to expand the

veterans clinic and launch a statewide tour of its

Mobile Law Office -- a converted RV -- to provide legal assistance and representation for low-income

veterans from Detroit to the Upper Peninsula.

UDM petitioned the state for the money because, by many accounts, the state's veterans could really use

the help.

Michigan has 914,000 veterans and survivors, and they wait longer than the national average to receive a

decision on their disability claims, according to figures gathered by UDM.

For those who receive payments, the amount is considerably less than the national average.

In all, Michigan ranks 45th among states in federal health care spending per veteran and 50th for the

percentage of veterans enrolled in Veterans Administration health care, the figures show.

By assisting the veterans, the law school can help bring federal dollars to the state and perhaps alleviate the

need for veterans to rely on state-funded health and social services, said law school dean Mark Gordon.

"It's a win-win-win for the students, veterans and for the state," Gordon said. "We are the only law school in

the country that has a mobile law unit assisting veterans, and we are certainly proud of it."

Most Read E-Mailed Printed

Extras

To learn  more

To contact the University of Detroit Mercy School of
Law, call (313) 596-0262.

Most  Popular

Schools RSS Feeds Email Headlines Text Alerts On Your PDA

Wallace, Pistons make a statement
Tigers' lineup has teeth
Obama crowds Sharpton's world, but race
issues still linger
U-M uncertain on spring game
Spurs can't stop Hunter
Track, casino latest idea for Silverdome
I-75 reopens after fiery fuel rig crash
Berman: Clinton's voice now carries far
Howes: Dems, GOP have left Michigan behind
Attractive new fuel cells have real-world appeal

(updated hourly. Rankings as of 2 pm)

Subscribe Now | Pay Bill | Place an Ad | Contact Customer Service | Contact The Detroit News PDA|Email Newsletters|RSS

Home News Local Sports Autos Business Entertainment Lifestyle Opinion Classifieds Jobs Cars Real  Estate For  Rent Shopping

Local Metro/State Macomb Oakland Wayne Livingston Schools Commuting Michigan  History Obituaries

Archive: Fri | Sat | Sun | Mon | Tue | Wed | Thu | Today

 



01/11/2008 02:40 PMLaw students advise state's needy veterans

Page 2 of 3http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20071226/SCHOOLS/712260384/1026

Special  Reports

Special  report:  The
foreclosure  factory

Metro Detroit is a national center
of the foreclosure crisis, leaving
thousands of families financially
ruined and depressing property
values. - Nov. 26, 2007

The Detroit Institute of Arts:
Your guide to the new DIA -
Nov. 5, 2007

Detroit tax breaks go to the
well-heeled - Oct. 31, 2007

South of the equator, Ford and
GM prosper - Aug. 13, 2007

Special Report: 2007 UAW
contract talks - Jun. 21, 2007

More  Special  Reports

Essentials:
Home
Page One PDF
Sports PDF
Weather
Horoscope
Lottery
Crossword
Sudoku
Contact Us
Multimedia:
Photos/Video
News Photos
Autos Photos
Audio Galleries
Video
Photo Store

News:
Nation/World
Politics/Govt.
Elections
Religion
Local/State:
Metro/State
Wayne
Oakland
Macomb
Livingston
Commuting
Schools
Michigan History
Obituaries
Death Notices

Autos:
Autos Insider
Drive
Joyrides
Auto Shows
Auto Reviews
Auto Photos
Autos Talk
Test Drive blog
Business:
Business News
Personal
Finance
Stocks
Technology

Sports:
Sports
Lions/NFL
Pistons/NBA
Red Wings/NHL
Tigers/MLB
Shock/WNBA
MSU
U-M
More Colleges
High Schools
Golf
Motor Sports
More Sports
Ski Guide
Scoreboards

Entertainment:
Entertainment
Music
Calendar
Movies
Movie Finder
TV Listings
TV/Radio
Restaurants
Wine Report
Celebs
Performing Arts
Casinos
Puzzles/Games

Forums:
Forums Index
Lions Talk
Wings Talk
Pistons Talk
Tigers Talk
Ask Mike
O'Hara
Big Ten Talk
News Talk
Autos Talk
Faith Talk
Opinions:
Editorials
Letter to Editor
Blogs
Columnists
Cybersurveys

Lifestyle:
Lifestyle
Homestyle
Food
Recipe Finder
Health/Fitness
Fashion/Shopping
Families/Parenting
Travel/Recreation
MichMoms
MichDads
Other
Special Reports

Site  Index

 

© Copyright 2008 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

Article  Tools: Print Email Comment

In the Blogs...

Daniel  Howes'  Blog

Daniel  Howes:  A reader, Paul H., takes
issue with today's column, which points out,
among other things, that Detroit is in nearly

the same fix it was in 1980 because a) it didn't move É
Continued

Wings  Blog

Ted Kulfan:  Just a couple of thoughts after
the Wings 1-0 victory over Colorado: 1)
Congratulations to Chris Chelios on another
historic milestone (2nd oldest player to play in an É
Continued

MichMoms  Blog

Beth  Valone:  I'm really excited about this
week's book giveaway, "The Sweet Potato
Queens' Guide to Raising Children for Fun

and Profit" by Jill Conner Browne. My book club read
"The É Continued

More  blogs

Already, the RV made stops in Flint, Lansing and Grand Rapids.

"Over the next year, we will hit almost every major midsize population station in the state," Gordon said. The

expanded clinic will have about 20 law students enrolled when classes resume in January -- up from eight

in the fall semester when the clinic was a pilot program.

Most students will be in their third year and about 25-28 years old.

"When you think about it, many of them are the same age of the people coming back from Iraq and

Afghanistan," said Michael Bryce, director of clinical programs at the law school.

UDM is one of the few law schools in the country that requires students to earn clinical experience before

graduation.

The school offers seven clinics to help the community, including an immigration clinic and urban law clinic,

where students get hands-on experience helping clients.
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