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INKSTER

He's the school leader of the year

Superintendent came to a failing district
December 23, 2007

BY NAOMI R. PATTON
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

All 95 members of the Inkster High School Class of 2007 graduated this summer. That may not be an
unusual milestone in most high schools, but the last time it happened in Inkster Public Schools was
1992.

Long considered a failing district, Inkster once claimed some of the lowest MEAP test scores in the
state. This year, for the first time in 10 years, the district's third- and fifth-graders earned adequate
yearly progress status with MEAP scores, marking the second consecutive year.

Many attribute the improvements to
ADVERTISEMENT Inkster's superintendent, Thomas
Maridada. He attributes the turnaround to
hard work, elevating the standards of
instruction and the professional
development of the staff.

Either way, the Michigan Association of
School Administrators has taken notice and
named Maridada its 2008 Michigan
Superintendent of the Year.

_' "This was a consensus choice . . .
l unanimous,” said William Mayes, the

association's executive director.

Online Orders Greater ghap 5?0 Get "He has galvanized a community,” Mayes
FREE Ground Shipping! said of Maridada. "He lives to make a
Restrictions Apply - Click for Details difference.”

In her nomination, City Councilwoman
DeArtriss Richardson said Maridada, 41, has taken a deficit, poorly maintained buildings, low test
scores, a largely non-certified teaching staff, high dropout rates and low parent involvement and made
them remnants of Inkster Public Schools' ugly past.

"Superintendent Maridada's philosophy is if it's broke, fix it," Richardson wrote.

In 2002 the debt-ridden district was taken over by the state. Then-Gov. John Engler appointed an
emergency financial manager to run the district.

Maridada arrived as a consultant in 2004, when the district had about 1,200 students. He was named
superintendent in 2005, beating out about 25 candidates.

Today, there are more than 2,300 students, and the district's $22-million budget is no longer oozing
red.

"In education, our bottom line has to be student achievement," said Maridada, a 1984 Cass Tech High
School graduate. "We have to teach them all as if they were destined to be the president of the United
States."

http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?’AID=/20071223 /NEWS02/712230613

RELATED NEWS FROM THE WEB

Alpine Skiing

Kids

Family

Winter Sports

Discuss Winter Sports

Powered by Topix.net

REAL ESTATE - sponsored by Centex Homes

HOMES FOR SALE
Humescape « Search New Construction and Existing
Homes across metro Detroit and Michigan.

« Mortgage rates from lenders nationwide.

| RENTAL PROPERTIES
iscom. * Find apartment communities, corporate
housing, and senior living developments.

SHOPPING

Find the best sales and deals at major
)0')Local retailers near you. Start Shopping!

o kd
pookstone | Click here for sports books and posters,
sports wearables, cookbooks and more!

’ > | Free Press Bookstore

MICHIGAN COLLEGE GUIDE
Advertising Supplement

’;.

[ Y
bl

View the Complete D|rectory
View Northern Region

View Eastern Region

View Western Region

View Central Region

MORE ON FREEP.COM
Most Popular:

e COULD NO. 1 RECRUIT TERRELLE PRYOR BE
A BUST?: A look at past top-ranked recruits

e TIGERS TOP PROSPECT RICK PORCELLO:
Where will he play this season?

e TERRELLE PRYOR UPDATE: With signing day
approaching, all eyes on Pa. quarterback

o COMERICA FILLING UP: Tigers might have to
stop selling tickets

e Rich Rodriguez reportedly destroyed WVU
players' files

Page 1 of 3



INKSTER: He's the school leader of the year 01/15/2008 03:27 PM

Maridada, who graduated from University of Detroit Mercy and Wayne State University and is working Latest Updates:

on his doctoral degree from the University of Pennsylvania, said the goal is to show that "kids that

come from Inkster can compete." e Cadillac sweeps EyesOn Design awards - 2:57
pm

e Michigan defensive tackle Terrance Taylor will

School board President Jean Fuller said she knew Maridada was a positive influence when her school- stay for senior season - 2:57 pm

age granddaughter gushed about him during his consulting days. o Detroit Auto Show becomes platform for racing
scene to go green - 2:46 pm
"He's committed. He's taking us to higher levels than we were," Fuller said. "What he's demanding of e Thin plates linked beams of collapsed Minn.

bridge, board says - 2:35 pm
e \Woman claims 'Pacman' Jones punched her in
strip club - 2:35 pm

the children and what he's demanding of the staff ... nothing holds him back."

Contact NAOMI R. PATTON at 313-223-4485 or npatton@freepress.com.
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