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Proposal for Harmonie Park development to be unveiled
By Robert Ankeny 

A proposal for development of the Paradise Valley Cultural and Entertainment District in Harmonie 

Park will be unveiled at 5:30 p.m. Tuesday in the Harmonie Club Building, 311 E. Grand River Ave. 

The plan, developed by the University of Detroit Mercy School of Architecture’s Detroit 

Collaborative Design Center, includes recommendations for land use, redevelopment strategies and 

cultural and artistic elements.

This past spring, the Detroit City Council approved an entertainment and business district named for 

Paradise Valley, which was a near-east-side African-American neighborhood with black businesses 

including notable restaurants and nightclubs. 

It was destroyed by urban renewal and highway construction in the late 1950s and early 1960s.

The Detroit Downtown Development Authority owns four Harmonie Park buildings and several 

parking lots in the district. 

The Detroit Economic Growth Corp. is currently reviewing proposals for the properties and also plans 

to launch major streetscape improvements next spring.
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