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Congressman Vern Buchanan [R-Fl-13]

Vern Buchanan, Republican from Florida’s 13th District is 56
years old, received an M.B.A. from the University of Detroit in
1986, was in the Michigan Air National Guard, 1970-1976;
currently a businessman, lives in Sarasota. He and the owner of a
Michigan printing company founded American Speedy Printing
which grew though franchising to more than 730 stores in 44
states. In 1989, a subsidiary of Merrill Lynch loaned Buchanan
$15.4 million guaranteed by his ownership in the company. In
1992, the company filed for bankruptcy, three days after
Buchanan resigned; at the time he owned all the company’s
stock. Also in 1992, he bought a Honda and Acura dealership in
Ocala, Florida. In late 1999, he bought two more dealerships. He
continued to acquire dealerships after that, but in 2006 he sold
five dealerships, plus his interest in a clothing store and a spa to
concentrate on his House campaign. Buchanan is currently worth
more than $50 Million. When he filed financial disclosure forms in
the fall of 2005, he had interests in more than 50 companies.

Buchanan won his seat 
with a 346 vote victory 
over Democrat Christine 
Jennings. Pos-election 
analysis showed that 
18,000 people in a 
district that heavily 
favored Jennings did 
not cast votes for the 
seat, despite voting in 
other statewide 
elections. There were 
also reports of 
malfunctions with 
electronic voting 

machines. Following a recount that certified Buchanan the 
winner, Jennings sued, demanding a new election.

He has voted with a majority of his Republican colleagues 91.2 
percent of the time and has missed 17 votes [1.5 percent] 
during the current Congress.
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