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Detroit schoolboard retreat starts healing process

Santiago Esparza / The Detroit News

DEARBORN -- Detroit SchoolBoard
memberAnnie Carter'sapologyto Board
PresidenDr. JimmyWomacksetthetonefor
Saturday's retreat at the Dearborn Inn.

Carter had previously called Womack the "b
word" andthe apologyappearedo go alongway
towardstartingthe healingprocesswith some
board members who were attending a
team-building retreat this weekend.

"l didn'tgeton this boardto fight," Carter
said."l wentdownin the gutterandl prayed
would neverdo it again.Jimmy, | amsosorry;
truly."

Severamemberdaudedtheapology.The
retreatgot off to arocky startwith board
membermarie Thorntonrefusingto sit with her
colleagued-riday during somesessionsnd
criticizing the boardfor not havingtheaudience
sit closerto participants.

During onesessiorSaturdaypoardmembers
shared stories of other members allegedly
talking negativelyabouteachotherin the press,
at public meetingsor to membersof the P Forum: Join the discussion in Schools Talk
community. 3

It wasduringthatsessiorthat Carter »>
apologized. Womack accepted the apology >
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slights,saidLyn Lewis, a retired University of
Detroit-Mercy sociology professor who led
Saturday's early-morning retreat sessions. »>
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prayersto getthemgoing, shesaid.

Each board member present had to share an
experience or problem and Lewis talked about
waysto movebeyondthem.

But mostof theboardseemedo know theansweralready.JoyceHayes-Gilesaidthe board
neededo actlike family. This way, no matterhow dysfunctionathey may get, theyarenot
airing their problemsto the mediaor community.

"Someof ushavefeelingsthatwerehurt overvariousthings,"shesaid."The apologywasso
sincere] think it will helpgetrid of someof thegarbage.”

Many of the boardmembergalkedaboutbuilding a teamthat canwork togethemwith the
district'schildrenat the heartof everyinitiative.

Board member Marvis Cofield said the board will never be a traditional team because each
membelbringsa differentagendao his or herspoton the board.

He saidaslong asthe membergespeceachotheranddon'ttakevotesagainstheir positions
or measures personally, the board can function as a team.

"We areon aboatgoingto the sameplace,"Cofield said."We haveto respeceachothers'
differencesYou gotto learnhow to eatwithout biting thelip or tongue."

Theretreat,which waspaidfor by the Skillman FoundationcontinuesSaturdayandinto
Sundaymorning.

Those in attendance for the early-morning sessions also included board members Tyrone
Winfrey, JonatharKinloch, the Rev. David Murray, CarlaScottandPaulaJohnson.

Superintendentf SchoolsConnieCallowayalsoattendecandwasscheduledo addresghe
board for about an hour Saturday afternoon.

You can reach Santiago Esparza at (313) 222-2127 or sesparza@detnews.com
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