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City, county police crews to take on added duties
State Police would cut ranks by 90% and close work sites and posts, impacting public 
safety.
George Hunter / The Detroit News

Without a state budget deal, the Michigan State Police on Monday will reduce its ranks by 90 percent, which will have a 

tremendous impact on public safety, experts and officials say. 

The State Police will keep 222 uniformed troopers, 15 sergeants, three lieutenants and 27 emergency dispatchers statewide. 

But all State Police work sites will be closed, including all posts. 

"A lot of smaller communities rely on the State Police," University of Detroit Mercy criminal justice Professor Daniel Kennedy 

said. "In a lot of rural towns, if they have a barricaded gunman, or an emergency situation like that, the State Police will be 

called in. Now, they'll probably have to rely on the local sheriff's departments." 

In Detroit, state police troopers have jurisdiction on the city's freeways. During a 

shutdown, the Wayne County Sheriff's Office would handle those patrols. 

The services that will cease during a state shutdown include: 

• Forensic science laboratory services.

• Commercial vehicle enforcement, including weigh stations.

• Criminal investigation and drug enforcement operations.

• Apprehension of fugitives and parole absconders.

• Tactical, canine, bomb squad, diving and aviation services

"The big loss is the forensic crime labs," Macomb County Sheriff Mark Hackel said. 

"They're already backed up as it is. Is it an emergency? No, but our investigations will be 

impacted by this, because we won't be able to have DNA analysis done." 

Kennedy agreed the crime laboratory shutdown poses the potential for the most severe 

problems. 

"If you have a criminal whose DNA is on file, and he commits another crime, police won't 

be able to match his DNA while this shutdown is happening," Kennedy said. "There's the 

potential for a violent criminal to be allowed to remain in circulation." 

Kennedy said another impact will be auto accident investigations. 

"The State Police often takes care of reconstructing crashes, and without that service, it 

could affect the case," he said. 

The Michigan State Police Command Officers' Association, which represents officers 

holding the rank of lieutenant or higher, said its membership voted to remain on the job 

without pay if Gov. Jennifer Granholm allowed it. Diane Garrison, the union's director, 

was unsure Friday whether the governor would OK the plan. 

The biggest impact, Kennedy said, could be public perception. 

"There may be a general feeling of unease if people think the police cannot respond to 

emergencies," Kennedy said. 

You can reach George Hunter at (586) 468-7396 or ghunter@detnews.com.

Related Articles

More reports
Tenuous state budget deal hinges on trust
Budget crisis risks state shutdown

More on this topic
Another state shutdown looms
Jackson prison moves toward Nov. 15 close
Legislators urged to pare pay
Ten Mich. lawmakers to face recall efforts after tax 
vote
Business leaders plot fight on tax
Business plots attack on new sales tax
Sales tax boost on table
Tax increases slam state businesses
Granholm's legacy tied to economy
Willy-nilly service tax is unfair, unpredictable
School boards must exploit chance to cut health 
costs
Logjam blamed on term limits
How budget deal went down in Lansing
Recall activists mobilize
What's left? Slashing $440M from budget in 29 days

Metro-State-Budget

Metro-State RSS Feeds Email Headlines Text Alerts On Your PDA

Subscribe Now | Pay Bill | Place an Ad | Contact Customer Service | Contact The Detroit News PDA|Email Newsletters|RSS

Home News Local Sports Autos Business Entertainment Lifestyle Opinion Classifieds Jobs Cars Real Estate Apts. Shopping

Local Metro/State Macomb Oakland Wayne Livingston Schools Commuting Michigan History Obituaries

Archive: Thu | Fri | Sat | Sun | Mon | Tue | Wed | Today

 



City, county police crews to take on added duties http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/20070929/...

2 of 2 10/18/07 3:23 PM

Special Reports

South of the equator, Ford 
and GM prosper
For U.S. automakers, South 
America is an island of profitability 
that's helping to offset their 
troubles in North America. - Aug. 
13, 2007 

Special Report: 2007 UAW 
contract talks - Jun. 21, 2007

Special Report: The future of 
Chrysler - May. 13, 2007

Sale an epic event in the global 
auto industry

Woodward: A journey through 
200 years - Mar. 8, 2007

Special Report: The Death of 
Tara Grant - Mar. 5, 2007

More Special Reports

Essentials:
Home
Weather
Horoscope
Lottery
Crossword
Sudoku
Contact Us
Multimedia:
Multimedia
News Photos
Autos Photos
Audio Galleries
Video
Photo Store

News:
Nation/World
Politics/Govt.
Religion
Local/State:
Metro/State
Wayne
Oakland
Macomb
Livingston
Commuting
Schools
Michigan History
Obituaries
Death Notices

Autos:
Autos Insider
Drive
Joyrides
Auto Shows
Auto Photos
Autos Talk
Test Drive blog
Business:
Business News
Personal Finance
Stocks
Technology

Sports:
Sports
Lions/NFL
Pistons/NBA
Red Wings/NHL
Tigers/MLB
Shock/WNBA
MSU
U-M
More Colleges
High Schools
Golf
Motor Sports
Other Sports
Scoreboards

Entertainment:
Entertainment
Music
Calendar
Movies
Movie Finder
TV Listings
TV/Radio
Restaurants
Wine Report
Celebs
Performing Arts
Casinos
Puzzles/Games

Opinions:
Editorials
Blogs
Columnists
Cybersurveys
Forums Index
News Talk
Autos Talk
Faith Talk
Schools Talk

Lifestyle:
Lifestyle
Homestyle
Food
Recipe Finder
Health/Fitness
Fashion/Shopping
Families/Parenting
Travel/Recreation
MichMoms
MichDads
Other
Special Reports

Site Index

© Copyright 2007 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

Terms of Service  Contact  Help

Article Tools: Print Email Comment

In the Blogs...

Daniel Howes' Blog
Daniel Howes: The state's unemployment
rate rose another tenth of a point in
September and hit 7.5 percent, the Michigan

Department of Labor and Economic Growth reported today.
Yes, … Continued

Wings Blog
Ted Kulfan: Chris Osgood will get the start in
net Thursday when the Red Wings face the
San Jose Sharks. Coach Mike Babcock said
after Wednesdays practice at the Sharks practice fa …
Continued

MichMoms Blog
Mary Jane Happy: I'd like to say I've been off
soaking up the sun or enjoying the sights of
some hot vacation spot, but I've been away

for the past two months trying to keep my mother ali …
Continued

More blogs

MORE IN: METRO-STATE

City, county police crews to take on added duties - 

09/29/2007

Quick Read - 09/29/2007

Treasury wants Pontiac review - 09/29/2007

Traylor gets probation in tax case - 09/29/2007

Rush is on to renew licenses, buy booze - 09/28/2007

E-mail: State workers told not to report to work 
Monday - 09/28/2007

Parties' dueling radio ads blame each other - 09/28/2007

Details of a government shutdown - 09/28/2007

Camp Swampy will be opened for public use - 09/28/2007

Mich. roots run deep for Lebanese family - 09/28/2007

Manholes blow tops after blasts - 09/28/2007

Ex-Miss America left mark on pageant - 09/28/2007


