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Hired lawyer never lost a criminal case

Ronald J. Hansen / The Detroit News

As he faces a federal indictment that threatens

his career, Geoffrey Fieger has turned to a lawyer

with even more star power than himself.

Gerry Spence, whose avuncular TV persona
belies a fearsome courtroom record, will defend
Fieger on campaign finance charges in a
high-stakes case certain to remain a national
curiosity as long as it lasts.

By tapping Spence, Fieger has arguably the
most successful defense lawyer money can buy.
The soft-spoken Wyoming country lawyer who
favors buckskin jackets and has never lost a
criminal case also makes a striking contrast to
Fieger, the urban trial lawyer with a flashy,
brash demeanor and a history of losing on
appeal.

Spence and Fieger have telegraphed a defense
that attacks the government for bringing what
they consider a politically motivated case.

"That will be the drum beat of publicity, and
Gerry Spence is a media savvy, highly skilled
trial attorney who can be successful at projecting
that type of outrage," said Larry Dubin, a law
professor at the University of Detroit Mercy.

"Gerry Spence is among the créme de la créme
of defense lawyers," said Mark Kriger, a Detroit
defense lawyer who once met Spence. "In any
criminal case, the better the lawyer, the better
the client is served."

Over the years, Spence's clients have had few
complaints.

Spence defended Randy Weaver in the 1992
Idaho shootout at Ruby Ridge and Imelda
Marcos, the former Filipino first lady, in a 1990
New York racketeering case. Both had
widespread negative images and, in the end,
both were acquitted.

In a pivotal 1979 Wyoming murder case,
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Adam Nadel / Associated Press
Spence, shown in 1995, touts the fact he hasn't
lost a jury case since 1969, though he has come
close. See full image
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Spence served as a special prosecutor and won a
conviction and death sentence for Mark
Hopkinson. Later, Spence unsuccessfully sought
to have the death sentence commuted to life in
prison and Hopkinson was executed in 1992.

"It was the worst thing I ever did," Spence
said in a 1993 interview with the New York
Times.

He began his career as a prosecutor and
defended insurance companies. He has said he
realized such work often trammeled the poor,
who were outgunned by better lawyers.

Spence is known as the "best trial lawyer in
America," an enviable label even if he came up
with it himself. Spence is scheduled to attend a
news conference today in Fieger's Southfield
office, with Alan Dershowitz, another legal
luminary. Spence did not return a call for
comment.

He is perhaps best known for winning the
1979 Karen Silkwood case in Oklahoma in
which the Kerr-McGee Corp. was held liable for
exposing her to deadly levels of plutonium.
While a jury awarded Spence's clients $10.5
million, the case eventually settled for $1.4
million.

Spence once sued Penthouse magazine for
libel on behalf of a former Miss Wyoming
beauty queen and won $26.5 million. The case
was overturned on appeal.
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While he proudly touts the fact he hasn't lost a jury case since 1969, he has come close.
Once, 10 out of 12 jurors reportedly voted to convict a Louisiana client of his. Two holdouts

ensured the case ended in a hung jury.

In the 1980s, Spence lost a mock jury trial of Lee Harvey Oswald on charges he assassinated

President John F. Kennedy.

Spence has handled few cases since the Weaver case 14 years ago.
A generation has known Spence not for his trial advocacy, but for his television punditry. He

has also authored 16 books.

More Metro/State Headlines

Vessel passages at Detroit

Nation grows wealthier while Michigan is poorer
Fed judge refuses to dismiss Fieger case

Aide: No romance with the mayor

Cruise crowd didn't notice body

Average Michigan SAT math scores dip slightly

Race fans prohibited from parking on island
Accident sends cattle roaming in traffic
Ex-detective testifies he feared for his life
Newborn's slaying horrifies Livonia
Michigan plumps up to ninth fattest in U.S.
Hope for Cass Corridor

Divorce judge to pick kids' school

F Y Y Y Y Y Y Y TYYTYTPYTYTYYY

Detroit police chief among honorees at U.S. Open kick-off

Re-entry program leaders: More money needed as more prisoners released

8/31/07 12:24 PM



Hired lawyer never lost a criminal case

30f3

High School Sports
Homestyle Blog
Joyrides Blog
Laura Berman Blog
Lions/NFL Blog
Moms Blog

Motor Sports Blog
Music Blog
NASCAR/Racing Blog
Neal Rubin Blog
Outdoors Blog
Photo Blog
Pistons/NBA Blog
Politics Blog

Scott Burgess: Autos
Sports Blog

Sports & Celebs
Sports Buzz
Technology Blog
Terry Foster Sports
Tigers Blog

Tom Long Movies
Travel Blog

TV Blog
Wings/NHL Blog
RSS

Feeds

YYyYVvYY

Fenton picks up from devastating blow
Rabies in animals escalates
Facebook supports injured WSU student

Vessel passages at Detroit

http://www.detnews.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article? AID=/20070829/M...

© Copyright 2007 The Detroit News. All rights reserved.

8/31/07 12:24 PM



