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SISTER KATHRYN ANN CULLEN, 1928-2007

Nun a teacher, counselor, and chaplain
Sister Kathryn Ann Cullen — or Sister Katie, as she was called — who was a teacher
in elementary and high schools, a guidance counselor, and a hospital chaplain, died
Tuesday in St. Anne Mercy Hospital from complications of respiratory problems. She
was 79.

The Ursuline nun retired in 2000 after 20 years as a chaplain at St. Charles Mercy 
Hospital.

After more than 15 years in guidance counseling, Sister Katie took part in the clinical 
pastoral education program at the University of Michigan and, in 1980, was accredited 
to work in pastoral care.

The new direction, rather than being a dramatic change, was of a piece with her earlier 
work.

“Chaplaincy in the hospital is an extension of counseling, too,” Sister Kathleen Padden
said. “She consulted and consoled people who were in pain. She was very responsive
to people who had family members in the hospital.”

She was advocate and coach as well.

“Often times, people were shy about getting information from the doctor,” Sister
Kathleen said. “She would encourage them to ask the nurse to get them in touch with
the doctor to get information.”

Sister Katie first worked in Catholic grade schools of the Toledo diocese — St. Agnes,
Rosary Cathedral, St. Thomas school, and St. Angela Hall, all in Toledo, and St. Mary
School in Tiffin — teaching at various times grades 5, 6, or 7.

She became directress of preparants for her community in 1962, assisting young 
women who attended high school with the intention of becoming religious sisters. She 
also taught classes at St. Ursula Academy, notably in economic geography, and was a 
guidance counselor at the school.

Sister Katie continued counseling when for two years she was assigned to student 
personnel services at the former Mary Manse College. Afterward, she was a counselor 
at Central Catholic High School from 1975-1980.

“She just liked people in general,” Sister Kathleen said. “She was very interested in a
lot of things, in their progress and what they were doing.

“She was willing to listen to people,” Sister Kathleen said. “And if they wanted
direction, she was able to give them direction, particularly at the high-school level if
they were seeking information about colleges.”
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Sister Katie grew up in Toledo, the daughter of Bernadette and Gerald Cullen.

Her father was Lucas County recorder for 38 years and, at the time of his retirement, 
held elective office longer than anyone in the history of the county.

Her grandfather, Edward Cullen, was a Toledo councilman and vice mayor for whom 
Cullen Park was named.

She was a graduate of Ladyfield School and was a graduate of the Notre Dame 
Academy.

She then went to Mary Manse College.

“That’s how she met the Ursulines,” Sister Kathleen said.

Sister Katie received bachelor of arts, bachelor of science in education, and master of 
arts degrees from Mary Manse College. She attended graduate courses at Catholic 
University in Washington, the University of Detroit, and Columbia University.

“She had great friendships from her class [of 1949] at Mary Manse College,” Sister
Kathleen said. “They had an over-the-hill club. They met frequently and played cards,”
Sister Kathleen said, adding that the college friends also went out to lunch at least
once a month and came to the Ursuline Center for liturgy.

But whether with classmates or mingling in a crowd, she could fit in, said Sister 
Elizabeth M. Brell, also of the class of 1949.

“She had a wonderful way with people,” Sister Elizabeth said. “She was quick to go to
bat for the underdog. It always hurt her when she saw someone treated unfairly or
unjustly. She treated everyone with dignity.”

She received the name Sister Catherine Therese when she was admitted to the 
Ursuline community in 1950.

There are no immediate survivors.

There will be no visitation. At her request, Sister Katie’s body was donated to the
University of Toledo Medical School, the former Medical College of Ohio. It may be the
first such donation by a member of the Toledo Ursuline community, which was founded
in 1854, Sister Kathleen said.

“She worked in a hospital and probably saw the value of research,” Sister Kathleen
said.

Memorial services will be at 4 p.m. today in the Ursuline Center. Arrangements are by 
the Coyle Funeral Home.

Tributes are suggested to the Ursuline Convent of the Sacred Heart on Indian Road.
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