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Deputy Mayor Anthony Adams speaks in the Grand 
River/Greenfield community. Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick or 
members of his staff introduced the plans in each area.
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Kilpatrick's neighborhood plans met with zeal and 
doubt
Affordability is a concern

May 17, 2007

BY SUZETTE HACKNEY
FREE PRESS STAFF WRITER

Detroiters appeared ready to embrace Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick's ambitious neighborhood improvement plan as it was
publicly unveiled Wednesday.

But many questioned whether the city could come up with the money.

Kilpatrick has pledged $125 million in tax dollars
over five years to fund the Next Detroit 
Neighborhood Initiative and is seeking $100 million 
from nonprofit foundations and additional money 
from bonds and grants to help revitalize six 
neighborhoods in the city.

Others said they hoped the proposed changes --
beefed-up police presence, cleaner streets, 
demolished abandoned homes and new retail and 
housing development -- would be substantial 
enough to be noticed.

Kilpatrick or his staff members introduced the
plan in each community Wednesday, with the 
pomp and circumstance of a parade. In the 
Brightmoor neighborhood, for example, Deputy 
Mayor Anthony Adams jumped on a backhoe to 
tear down a long-abandoned house. In the 
Osborn community, a marching band and choir 
got the crowd rocking.

Turnout was mostly low, as rain showers seemed to follow the gatherings from site to site. Still, those who came
listened and watched, anxious to hear what good fortunes would fall on their neighborhoods.

East English Village

Residents of this east-side neighborhood, chock-full of stately brick homes but worn business corridors, hailed the
initiative as a sound plan to shore up their community.

They said city officials particularly listened to their concerns about the need for a more visible police presence to
deter petty crime.

Within a month, those patrols will begin on Mack, Harper and Warren.

Break-ins target the handful of vacant homes in the neighborhood, in which thieves strip out raw metals, said Tim
Ossman, 55, a 17-year resident of the neighborhood.

The patrols "will reassure the neighbors, reassure the community and hopefully perpetuate and support people
moving back into the city," he said.

Bill Barlage, president of the East English Village Association, said the city's initiatives match the neighborhood's
needs.

The plans to provide loans to small businesses, issue facade improvement grants and work to identify businesses
that the market would support are key, Barlage said.
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"We are a solid neighborhood," he said. "We need solid businesses."

Osborn

In the Osborn community, a pep rally for the neighborhood initiative was held in the Brenda Scott Middle School,
complete with the school's marching band, its choir and a surprise guest -- the Rev. Al Sharpton.

Sharpton, in metro Detroit for another event, attended the rally after Kilpatrick called and requested his support.

"This is something the mayor committed to when we were here for his re-election," said Sharpton, praising the
mayor for paying attention to neighborhoods outside of downtown. "I know what it means to grow up in the projects, 
and I know what it feels like to be neglected."

The school was a fitting place for photo ops in a neighborhood that has one of the highest concentrations of children
in the state. The initiative in Osborn is going to focus on creating a five-year recreational strategy in the area.

Brightmoor

Residents here, arguably the most blighted area, watched as Adams demolished the house. Kilpatrick has pledged
that residents will see a marked increase in the removal of abandoned buildings almost immediately.

Still, residents vacillated between skepticism and hope.

"I love this neighborhood to death, but I've watched it go down," said Lorita Jackson, 49, who has lived there for 15
years. "I'm happy they're here, but are they going to do the job they say they're going to do? I hope and pray this is 
a real start."

The Rev. Jerome Warfield Sr., pastor of Mt. Vernon Missionary Baptist Church, said Brightmoor historically has
been a place of new beginnings, where the working class moved from the South to work in factories. It will again 
become that place, he said.

"Brightmoor cannot be what it ought to be until the city of Detroit is what it ought to be," he said. "But Detroit cannot
be what it ought to be until Brightmoor is what it ought to be."

Grand River/Greenfield

Walt Watkins, cochair of Next Detroit, speaking about the initiative, said, "It's not an overnight thing. It will take
time, but there is no better time than now."

Adams told residents they should immediately see increased police presence and a revitalized commercial strip at the
Grand River and Greenfield area.

Anthony Johnson, 42, who was trying to hop on the bus in front of the former Montgomery Ward building, is
unemployed and a lifelong resident of the neighborhood. He said he thinks the five-year plan to revitalize the area is 
too long. He also questioned why the city waited for the area to deteriorate.

"It's been going down here for years. It might have cost less to do something earlier, but all we can do is try. It's not
like we've got anything to lose. How much worse can it get?"

7 Mile/Livernois

City crews worked here to trim trees and plant seedlings along the 20000 block of Renfrew in Green Acres.

The buzz of saws echoed in the background as Kilpatrick promised the small group of residents big changes in their
neighborhood.

"I stay in Detroit because I have faith in Detroit," said Richard Carson, a consultant for nonprofits who lives in
Sherwood Forest, which abuts Green Acres. "This is important because I think people see some momentum. 
Before, there was no perceived momentum."

Kim Tandy, a Sherwood Forest resident who is the volunteer liaison between the community and the city on the
neighborhood initiative, said changes are happening already. She said 11 community groups in the five neighborhoods 
that make up the 7 Mile/Livernois area have surveyed their members to see what they want in their business district. 
She also is working with the city to try to attract a national retailer and move the Barnes & Noble bookstore that is 
at the University of Detroit Mercy campus to Livernois Avenue.

"We want to make it pedestrian-friendly," Tandy said. "We want a Birmingham kind of feel."

The most immediate changes on the boulevard will be landscaping, tree planting, more lighting and a revamped
median to better accommodate traffic, she said.

North End

The newly fenced and landscaped lot on the corner of Oakland and Westminster in North End was the site of the
city's kickoff to plans for the neighborhood initiative program in that community.

The mayor, his chief of staff Christine Beatty and businessman Dave Bing spoke at the unveiling of the city-owned
lot.

The lot is the first to be improved in the North End under the initiative's plan to clean up city-owned lots for
community gardening and maintenance, until they are developed.

Some North End residents who attended Wednesday voiced skepticism that the program will provide affordable
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housing for existing residents.

"They're putting up all these houses, but they're not affordable," said Robert Holmes, a longtime North End resident.

Shenita Perkins, 24, also doubted the plan's motives. Not only can people not afford a $150,000-$200,000 home, but
"they can barely find jobs," she said.

Delores Bennett, head of the King Block Club and North End Improvement Association, spoke alongside Bing and
Kilpatrick, supporting the plan wholeheartedly.

She urged naysayers to join committees and become involved in the program.

So far, Bennett said, the plan addresses most of the feedback residents gave city officials in neighborhood meetings
last year. For the items it does not address: "We can work on it."

Contact SUZETTE HACKNEY at 313-222-6614 or shackney@freepress.com. This article also was reported by 
staff writers Marisol Bello, Ruby L. Bailey, Naomi R. Patton and Zachary Gorchow.
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renren

I just can't picture North End and Grand River being anything more than what they are. Grand River has looked, for 
decades, like a nucleur bomb went off in the middle of it destroying all living life (except the roaches that remain) 
within a "x" radius. And North End-- its obvious, nothing really has to be said. Its the back-uped sewage in a human 
cesspool. I think the money could be used more wisely in neighborhoods that have a better potential for improvement 
and more of a chance to remain that way. Wasting it on Grand River and North End is just flushing it down the
toilet.

Posted: Fri May 18, 2007 10:08 pm

rosado

Steve-o is at it again. I don't understand why people from the suburbs need to move back to make it good again.
Steve your admitting that the people that live there now currently do not have what it takes to turn it around and you 
are blaming those that have left for your troubles. Which is it Steve, is it lack of leadership? not enough free things 
in life?, are you to lazy to cut your lawn and take out your garbage? Teach you not steal from my neighbor or covet 
my neighbors possessions? Last I checked Steve there are other water treatment plants and such that are not 
within the city like the one right on the border of Dearborn and Detroit on W. Warren. If anything Steve the 
infastructure in Detroit and older neigborhoods are failing they are the oldest. Not everybody in the suburbs has city 
water either smart one. The way I look at Steve in life everything completes a full circle and that is what will happen 
in Detroit. Good infastructure, good schools, solid economic prosperity has turned into a rotted out city, that will be 
bankrupt and need a bail out from big brother and once the people like steve's kind die out and there truely is nothing 
but a parking lot that is when the city will reemerge. Until then Steve you can have it and your water.

Posted: Thu May 17, 2007 2:10 pm

tony01

Its a good question where there get there money from. 
The city has none they say. 
I guess its people who live outside of Detroit who will pay but have no say in anything. 
The people if Detroit made it that way over the last 40 years becase there told to be mad over something insted of 
picking themselfs up and over comeing like everybody else. 
I just hope We dont pay for it. Its kind of like a child. If you dont make them take resposiblty for there actions the'll 
do it agiain and again. 
I myself Hate that city and dont think any money should come from the suburbs. 
They hate us anyways.

Posted: Thu May 17, 2007 2:04 pm

skycap

I'm thinking, based upon the posts, that there is far more doubt than zeal.

Posted: Thu May 17, 2007 1:07 pm

littlegiz

Hey Steve- get a grip! Where did you ever get the idea that the suburbs were "ripping off" the city of Detroit? Lets
face it, if it wasnt for the dreaded suburbs, Detroit would be a ghost town. There is no reason for anyone to have to
put up with trash, bad schools, crime, abandonded houses, killings..... My family moved to Detroit in the 1880's and
moved out in 1956 when my grandparents got tired of houses burning on their street and theft in the neighborhood.
The church that my family belonged to for over 70 years was "given away" to a local community group because the 
pastor and parishoners were tired of being mugged and having their cars broken into. I am sure that you dont care
about this but it broke my heart to leave the church where my child was baptized because of thugs! The water
comes out of the Detroit River, which does not belong to the City of Detroit! Several municipalities have their own
water treatment systems and I guarantee you that if the suburbs dropped out of the Detroit water system, the 
whole department would go bankrupt in a few years. Kwame is too busy being a HIP HOP mayor and going to
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expensive spas to worry about the citizens of Detroit. The suburbs subsidize all kinds of things in the city and you

know it. 

Posted: Thu May 17, 2007 12:36 pm
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