
Pistons' play like that of '70s Knicks -- Page 1 -- Times Union - ... http://timesunion.com/AspStories/story.asp?storyID=588102&cate...

1 of 2 5/11/07 1:36 PM

 

  Search   What's this? HOME 

 STORY TOOLS

» E-MAIL STORY TO A FRIEND

» PRINT-FRIENDLY VERSION

3 of 13 Sports stories:
<< PREVIOUS | NEXT >>

Pistons' play like that of '70s Knicks
 

First published: Thursday, May 10, 2007
AU BU RN HIL LS,  Mi ch.  --  C hau nce y. Yea h, he' s def ini tel y C lyd e. Co ol,  ma kes  th e

bi g sho t, run s t he sho w.

R ip.  He 's B a rne tt wit h

the sho t, th oug h n ot the

" fal l b ack , bab y"

fade awa y D ic k B arn ett

was fam ous  f or.

Tay.  He 's Do lla r B ill ,

the wor ker , mos tly

u nno tic ed,  s mar t, alw ays

i n t he rig ht  pl ace  at  th e

r igh t t ime .

No o ne' s r ea lly  qu ite

Dave  D. , t he  ul tim ate

h ust le guy  p lay ing

b igg er tha n his  si ze,  a

n ati ve Det ro it guy .

An d C-W eb,  ye ah,  he  ha s a l itt le Wil lis  in  h im,  es pec ial ly the  h obb le,  bu t h e w ill

ma ke  th at sho t a nd tak e you  aw ay fro m t he ba ske t.

"I  a lwa ys sai d w hen  I ca me her e l ast  ye ar,  f rom  th e f irs t p rac ti ce,  th at' s w ho thi s

te am  re min ded  me  of  --  t he '70  Kn ick s,"  Pi st ons  co ach  Fl ip Sau nd ers  sa id.  "T he

un se lfi sh pla y. The y d on 't see m t o c are  wh o sco res . O ver  th e c ou rse  of  th e g ame

th ey  ne ver  be at the mse lv es.  Th ey don 't tur n the  ba ll ove r a nd re ly on mak ing  th e

ri gh t b ask etb all  pl ay.

"E ve ryo ne on the  fl oor  d oes  so met hin g t o m ak e t he oth er guy s b et ter , a nd tha t's

ho w you  wa nt to pla y."

No , thi s P ist ons  mo del , wit hou t B en Wal lac e and  wi th Chr is Web be r, isn 't qui te the

'0 4 cha mpi ons hip  te am ye t. But  it  ca n m ake  a  bi g s tep  in  Ga me 3 of the  Ea ste rn

Co nf ere nce  se mif ina ls a g ain st the  Bu lls  to ni ght  at  th e U nit ed Ce nte r.

Wi th  a 2-0  se rie s l ead , the  Pi sto ns cou ld be  on  th e v erg e o f t he ir fif th con sec uti ve

E a st ern  Co nfe ren ce fin al , t he onl y t eam  in  t he NBA  to  do  th at si nce  th e B ull s f rom

19 89  th rou gh 199 3.

Bu t wha t m ake s t his  Pi st ons  te am spe cia l i s its  ve rsa til ity . S au nde rs isn 't the  on ly

on e dra win g p ara lle ls to  th e K nic ks of the  e arl y ' 70s , o ne of th e N BA' s g rea t

te am s.

Th e com par iso n i sn' t l os t o n t hes e P ist ons , who  ha ve yet  to  co me  cl ose  to  th e

Kn ic ks'  su cce ss -- NBA  t itl es in 197 0 a nd 19 73 wit h s lig htl y d if fer ent  ca sts . B ut

wi th  th e a ddi tio n o f W eb ber  mi dwa y t hro ugh  t his  se aso n, the  Pi st ons  ha ve cha nge d

in  c har act er and  co me cl ose  to  mi rro rin g t ha t c las sic  te am.

"Y es , I  th ink  ab out  th at ," Web ber  sa id.  "I  r eme mbe r t alk ing  to  ( Dav e)

De Bu ssc her e. He had  co me  ba ck to UD (Un ive rs ity  of  De tro it)  an d he was  ta lki ng

ab ou t t eam , t rus tin g o ne  an oth er.

"T hi s t eam  is  by  fa r t he  be st I'v e e ver  be en  on  as  fa r a s t rus ti ng eac h o the r. It' s not
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th e mos t a thl eti c t eam , not  th e y oun ges t, bu t t he bes t a s f ar as  fo cus ing  on  wh at it

ne ed s t o d o."

In  t he fir st two  ga mes  a gai nst  th e B ull s, th e P ist ons  ha ve bee n rem ark abl e i n d oin g

ju st  th at.

Th e Pis ton s h ave  sh ot we ll -- 48 per cen t, an d 4 9 f rom  th ree -po in t r ang e - - a nd

ha ve  ou tre bou nde d t he Bu lls  by  ab out  15  pe r gam e. The y a lso  ha ve  av era ged

al mo st nin e m ore  as sis ts  pe r g ame .

Th ey  mo ved  th e b all  fo r goo d s hot s, had  po si tio n t o r ebo und  an d con tro l t he pac e

an d pla yed  de fen se agg re ssi vel y a nd rel ent le ssl y, hol din g t he Bu lls  to  ab out  33

pe rc ent  sh oot ing .

Th e onl y r eal  su rpr ise  h as bee n a n u nus ual ly  hi gh num ber  of  tu rn ove rs (18  pe r

g a me ) f or the  te am tha t was  th e b est  in  th e NBA  at  ta kin g c are  o f t he bal l t his

se as on.  Bu t i n b low out  g ame s, tha t s tat  ca n be dis tor ted .
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