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Detroit's University District 
markets to families that 
homeschool their children
April 29, 2007

BY MARGARITA BAUZA
FREE PRESS BUSINESS WRITER

The typical home in Detroit's historic University District offers three stories, spacious basements and finished attics 
and maids quarters. Perfect places, community leaders say, to live while homeschooling children.

Ample space for classrooms -- offices or play areas -- is not an issue here.

And neither is cost.

Today, in a unique marketing approach designed to move unsold homes by pitching the district as a haven for 
families that homeschool, the owners of more than 25 of the 68 homes that are listed for sale will open their doors to 
prospective buyers.

The University District Open House Day highlights the architecture, open space and cultural and economic diversity 
that make the neighborhood ideal for living, investing and homeschooling.

The open house tour is 12:30-5 p.m. today starting at All Saints Episcopal Church, 3837 W. Seven Mile. Parking, 
maps and an updated list of houses for sale are available at the church during those hours.

Prices range from $55,000 to $330,000, with homes ranging in size from 1,500 to 3,600 square feet.

"I moved here from New England," said Mary Leonard, president of the University District Community Association 
and a resident of the neighborhood for 27 years. "When my husband and I began to look for houses and saw this 
neighborhood, I remember thinking, wow, you can live in a castle in Detroit.

"We've got big houses," she said. "And we have a homeschooling network that's taking off."

This 1,400-home neighborhood occupies a 1-by- 3/4 -mile area bounded by West McNichols, West 7 Mile, Livernois 
and the Detroit Golf Club in northwest Detroit. With the University of Detroit Mercy and the parklike Marygrove 
College campus, both to the south off McNichols, neighbors include professors, deans, city officials, public workers 
and teachers.

This majestic neighborhood is chock full of large, brick and stone houses custom-built between the 1920s and 1960s.

A typical street will feature an English Tudor, next to a French chateau, next to a Spanish colonial, next to a 1950s 
American modern home.

Among the houses currently for sale (and typical of the area) is a 3,000-square-foot English Tudor with five 
bedrooms, three bathrooms and a two-car garage on Oak Drive listed at $162,900.

Forever home

Deborah Thomas, 28, who was homeschooled alongside five siblings in a stately home on Muirland Street, never 
wanted to leave.

She still lives in the three-story, five-bedroom, five-bathroom house where she grew up. Her parents and two of her 
siblings live there, too.

She and her siblings were homeschooled "from zero on up," Thomas said. "We called it the Thomas Academy of 
Advanced Training."

The finished attic was used as a classroom, and the basement was a spacious playground where she and her 
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siblings played Twister and Candy Land.

The house contains a large kitchen where Thomas, a development associate at the Mosaic Youth Theatre of 
Detroit, and her siblings baked hundreds of batches of chocolate chip cookies.

There is also a large library, a large living room with a grand piano, a back porch for pet rabbits and lots of flights of 
stairs.

"We had plenty of space to run around. We always had music in the house, a canary singing and, with two flights of 
stairs, there was plenty of space to get exercise."

Thomas says she hopes to one day buy the house from her parents.

"When you look at the quality of the architecture and just the quality of these structures, these homes are amazing 
gems," Thomas said. "I think for some of us people who love what it's done for us, they're just too awesome."

Lots of space, small price

Jackulene Horn said she moved to a house on Fairfield with her husband and four children in 2004, in part because of 
the space the homes offered for homeschooling her children -- for a very attractive price.

She moved from an 1,800-square-foot home on Outer Drive to what she describes as "a three-story, 
3,000-square-foot, five-bedroom, five-bathroom brick mansion." It also has a two-car garage, two sunrooms and a 
finished basement.

"It's so nice to have all this space," Horn said. "They all have desks in their rooms and follow their own curriculums. 
They go their separate ways to get work done and we come together when we need to.

"Our other home was much smaller -- we were always bumping into each other," she added. "This makes it much 
nicer."

David Marquardt, a Ford Motor engineer and retiree, bought his 1920s English Tudor home in 1971 for $33,000.

The three-bedroom, four-bathroom, two-story home has a finished basement that he uses as a den and an upstairs 
bedroom he turned into an office. His children grew up in the neighborhood and attended local schools. His youngest 
son lives a few streets away with his wife and two children.

"What makes me stay is the community feel of this neighborhood," Marquardt said. "The value of the home brought 
us here, but the neighborhood and the people keep us here."

Contact MARGARITA BAUZA at 313-222-6823 or mba uza@freepress.com.
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