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Schoolteachers, professors
differ on what’s important

sponses from more than 6,500
middle- and high school teachers,
first-year college and remedial col-
lege faculty, can “inform those ef-
forts,” Schmeiser says. Aligning
standards is especially important,
she notes, as more US. jobs de-
mand a college education.

“High school teachers are work-
ing very, very hard at following and
teaching their state standards,” she
says, but college faculty “felt it was
more important for students to

esses of how proteins are made in-
side of cells.” :

h and : More
than a third (35%) of college in-
structors placed high importance
on basic grammar and usage such
as sentence structure and punctua-
tion, compared with 10% of high
school teachers. Similarly, high
school faculty said the “ability to
write an effective introduction and
conclusion to a piece of writing”
was the most important skill, but
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has developed stan- ! Math
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and identified the teaching of
“main ideas and author's approach”
as the top skill. But other ACT data
show a decline in performance in
readinf between middle and high
school, suggesting that reading
skills acquired in middle school are
not being deepened in high school.
While educators in college and high
school agree that reading skills are
important, such skills “need to be
incorporated into state standards,”
the study says.




