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‘|| Parents, who send their children
to four-year colleges” have long
been abpve average when it comes
to .iacome. But today’s freshinen
are financially better off than ever
before, and the gap is widening, a
report on 40-year trends in higher
education shows. : .
{| Freshmen in 2005 reported me-
dian family incomes 60% higher
than the national average, says the
report, released today by UCLA's
Cooperative Institutional Research
Program. In 1971, incomes were
46% above the national average.
“Not only (does) the gap exist,
it’s growing, and there’s nothing to
suggest that we're reversing this
gap,” says report co-author José
Luis Santos, a UCLA assistant pro-
fessor of education.

‘The ﬁndmgsare based on data
ollected -by UCLA since 1966.
" More than 8.3 million first-year stu-

< dents at 1,201 four-year colleges

and universities nationwide partic-
ipated. s
A number of studies in

recent years show that . Applications
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year public universities, but that
gap is closing. Median parental in-
comes for students at private uni-
versities. increased 15.7%, to
$83,500 in inflation-adjusted dol-
lars, from 1971 to 2006. For stu-
dents at public univer-
sities, the incomes rose

highly selective private . 17.1%, to $73,400, in in-
colleges and public flag- u The ld&él that flation-adjusted dollars.

ship universities are en- . Many Students ey A's' analysis pin-
rolling disproportionate- SEEKENtTyt0a  points 1983 to 1987 asa

ly fewer students-who
qualify for need-based

d is a myth,
aid: .The UCLA Survey, report says. 7D

which asks students to'-
estimate their parents’ income, of-
fers greater specificity. -

“It gives a hard number that says,
‘This is how much (incomes di-
verge)," " says Bryan Cook of the
Center for Policy Analysis at the
American Council on Education, an
umbrella group for colleges and
universities.

Students who attend four-year
private universities report higher
median incomes than those at four-

dozen colleges -

watershed period. Stu-
dent-reported median
family incomes shot up
o 21% to $76,100, while
the national average increased 9%,
t0$46,200, in inflation-adjusted
dba]llm Around th'e] vaglu ﬁrrf?,
real wages began to lose value for
many families, just as public and
private university tuitions first be-
gan ratcheting lépward :
The study did not examine
community colleges or for-profit
schools, where low-income stu-
dents are more likely to begin
their postsecondary education.
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