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Detroit FBI chief comes home

Metro area native Andrew Arena says job is 'dream come true.'

Paul Egan / The Detroit News

DETROIT -- The new head of the FBI in
Detroit took on the Gambini crime family in
New York, fought violent street gangs in Los
Angeles and was the agency's chief of
international terrorism operations in the tense
two years following the 2001 attacks.

In Ohio, he led a public corruption
investigation that jailed about 70 officials in the
Youngstown area, including judges, a sheriff
and former U.S. Rep. Jim Traficant.

Now, "it's my dream come true to be the head
of the FBI in my hometown," said Andrew
Arena, who was born in a Dearborn hospital and
raised in southwest Detroit.

Arena, who turns 45 next month, took over
the post in March from Special Agent in Charge
Daniel Roberts, who was promoted to a position
in Washington, D.C. It's Arena's second stint in
Detroit. He served as assistant special agent in
charge in Detroit in 2001 before the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks.

U.S. Attorney Stephen Murphy said Arena
has strong ties to the community. Also, "he has
an organized crime background and, given his
management of the criminal division in New
York, he's no stranger to managing large
organizations."

Arena, a graduate at the University of Detroit
Mercy School of Law who joined the FBI in
1988, listed terrorism, identity theft, Internet
predators, public corruption and street gangs as
among his priorities in Detroit.

Many possible attacks were stopped after
Sept. 11 without the public ever knowing they
existed, and "there are a lot of things the
American people will never know," Arena said.

When he was chief of international terrorism
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David Coates / The Detroit News

Andrew Arena begins his second stint at the
Detroit FBI. He previously served as assistant
special agent in charge in 2001. See full image
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