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In fact, between December 2004 and., &
February 2007, thenumberofifeeds . = &8
available through FeedBurner grew”

« from202t091,438.

" Justhow many people arehstenmg" !
" The numbers are sketchy. Accord- - &
; 'mg to areport produced by Forrester £
' Research in April 2006, only 1 percent
of online consumers use podcasts reg
ularly. 5
Butthe numbers are growmg )
‘With that in mind, some companies
*‘are entering the podcast arena with an
eye toward the future. ;
Henry Ford Health Systems recently
released a series of podcasts on heart
health, healthy eating and seasonal top-
ics such as cold weather exercise op-
tions, along with its Minds of Medic
TV series, at wwwhenryford comand
iTunes. I
* “Dol think an 18-year- old is goingto
download a HeartSmart podcast” said
Pam Landis, director of Web services
for the health system. “No, Idon’t, But
when he's 35 and can'tlose that last 15 »
pounds we're gomg to have the technol; ice Macomb Da\ly staff photo by Davld Dalton

ogvhospsedios B Kara 0'Connell, 20, of Novi, a senlor journallsm student at Oakiand University,

mﬂﬁfﬁﬁﬁf@ﬁﬁlﬁﬁm tunes In to her favorite podcasts to catch up on the weekly news at work at the

America’s love affair with fast food. student newspaper, the Oakland Post.
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——— - e “Americans are constantly in search
P == L B e X 'Ih" of downsizing and inter-personalizing
— o e . their environment,” said Mike Bernac-
chi. a marketing professor at the Uni-
versity of Detroit Mercy. “The podcast
{s mob1le and It gives the consumer
their ultimate choice: When they want
it, where they want, how they want it.”
Low production costs enable just -
about anyone to create podcasts on just
. about any subject, often appealingtoa
small but rabid fan-base, said Ted De-
mopoulos, an Internet strategy and in-
formation security consultant.
“Compared toradio and TV, podcast-
ing is cheap,” Demopoulos said. “So un-
like traditional media, it’s easy to tar-
get niche audiences.”
Consider:GrapeRadiofor the wine
geek EnduranceRadio for the en-
durance athlete; and RightLook Radio
for the small but specific auto recondi-
i s tioninginq:usu'y. ¢
) Photo by Ray Mannlng Henry Ford Hospital ‘GOt a t’!}_l;lg forr ]lght‘wmg or left-
Tammy Ramey of Detrolt (back left) and Jessica Dunn of Southfield listen to Wl{}%a%wt-h’l‘me o godcastffor A
thelr favorite podcasts while exerclsing at the fitness center at Henry Ford Hos- atsthajoy.and cangeriof multl-
pital In Detroit. 5 See PODCAST, Page 6C




