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A play about a 1andmark canghls case u': i
Michigan 'is"the centerpiece ofia community. .
ducation'initiatiye developed. by..theﬂw, :

ce’Aforethought; The, Sweet Trials” ,opens,
Friday, February, 2,/and runs; .through, Sunday,
February 18] at the Marygrove College, The- .|
“atre'in Del:rmt .
1The!play‘deals with housing segregauon |
¥during(1925'and, 1926, a time of;tense race
‘relations in' Detroit. (UDM has taken the
detailsof*a ‘critical — although/not widely.
1% known ~ piece of local history angd created an
opportunity'to examine issues,of race rela-
'“tions and segregation with students’and, the
general public.
! In"order 'to understand the significance ot"
! 2#Malice Aforethought” and UDM’s Sweet Tri-, ;
'Ials Project, it is, pecessary. to, understand the,
Vicase that brought attorney Clarence Darrow to
I'defend a’black family in the courtropm of =
'then Recorders Court Judge Frank Murphy.
Eventually Darrow: convinced an’all-white
I*jury’to acquit a black man of murder whena -
white man had been killed. q
“Malice Aforethought” tells the story of the
| “historic’ Sweet trials, in which an African
‘American' physician named Ossian Sweet,
along with his family and friends, were charged
with killing'a white man as they defended
Sweet’s home against an angry mob in a neigh-
borhood on'the east side of Detroit. Sweet had

Sity of Detroit Mercy, (UDM)..., iy
T FhreZ0th anniversary. producnon oféMal-;

recemly moved intojthe white nelghborhocd
 with'his ife and infant, daughter.:

Hayingrecently concluded| the ScopCS'.

/ “monkey.trials % Clarence Darrow. was hired

by the growing NAACP; to.defend the Sweetsi

in court..After an all-white jury. could not
agree on.a verdict.in the, first trial,of ‘eleven:
defendants, a;second; trial hegan against Dr,

Sweet’s brother Henry, who had admitted fir-~
.ing his, gun on the, mob.;Encouraged to use

reason to overcome the prcvmlmg prejudice/of!

the time, an all-white, jury, acquitted Henry:

Sweet of murder.
The trials. took place. during a time ;when
the Klu Klux Clan had,a significant presence

in Detroit, holding rallies with burning cross- |

es. “Improyement associations” were formed
across, the city, with the unwritten purpose!of
keeping blacks out of white neighborhoods.

“It’s a slice of history, wed like to forget, |

‘but it’s important to see what it waslike then,”

said Gary Maveal, associate professor at
UDM School of Law, ;

Maveal recently reflected. on the signifi-
cance of the Sweet case, and the fact that all 11
peaple who were.in the house at the time shots
were fired on the white mob werg arrested.

#Darrow. was no doubt correct in arguing

" 6 the jury that if it had been a’family of White™}

people in the house, they wouldn’t have been

charged with any crime at all,” Maveal said.
Maveal also pointed out the challenges

| Darrow faced in presenting Sweet’s case to.an
all-white jury. The prosecution called 75 wit-

nesses to testify that there were only a few
people in the street, in front of the Sweet’s
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The Sweet'n'ials [Exhibit prnsems the true story

behind the play In historic photos and text. Th
traveling display will be available ‘throughout
the year at area libraries. Upcomlng dates and
locations are as follows:

+Detroit Publlc mery, Main Branch

3 b‘aﬂ‘
-Friday, Fnbruuryza mnugh Thuudny, March ‘i 4

ednosday. Fsbruqry 7 hroqgh Tuaaday, Feb—

halbyﬂ'owna

Thursday, March 29 thrnuah Monday anch 5

" For more mfurmanoh abom lha University of

- display and the play *Malice Aforethought: The
: Sweet Trials” at Marygrove cal!ege Theatre, visit
_ www.udmercy.edu and follow links to the Sweet

outhfield Public Lmbrary £re

Bloormfi eldTownshl Public Libra:y ¥

Detroit Mercy's Sweset Trials Project, the traveling

 Trials Project Web site.

house, rml a mob Lhal would have‘caused the™

11 Sweets to fire-algun to protect theirhome. -

¢ #iThe!moretyou Teadiaboutitheicase,  theiiss
fimore you! seeClarencerDarrow/in‘his’ele~
‘ment,? Maveal‘noted: §Darrow:was a buffer
i-hetween the, prosecutop/and thej jury; ‘he was

withouti equal in appealing to the jury’ss
instructs of ﬁmdarnemal fairness;:Maveal
saidyy j

“In thls trlal wehseetClarence/Darrow il
“attempting/to-conveyito'a white/jury the state

of'mind ofthis client,” Maveal ‘continued;
#That’s part/of the reason’why:thisitrialjis-a
great:lesson for our students. Part of the real
reward in a trial is identifying withithe:client
and portraying his humanity to the jury.”

It wasn’t:simply, Darrow’s: presence ‘as the
Sweets’attorney that was significant about the
trials, Because; ofithe INAACP's effort:to cols
lect. money across the;country.to retain Darz

i row.as the attorney:forithe Sweets, the organi

zation’s membership grew as people showed

W

lack man of murder. The play runs.
‘through Sunday, February 18. For
| more mformatfon and Hckers, caH

- the Unjvarslty of Detroit Morcy

,\,brlng :piece of bétrmt legal hlstor. to llfe_

s their support, The recenlly formed ACLU and !

the ‘Urban League also provided'support.
ACLUlattorney ArthuréHayes seryed'astco-
counsel}fand severaliblackfattorneys were

¢ involvedin the!Sweetsdefense:’

The play “Malice Aforethought” ‘written

{byrArthur-Beer,7a UDM professor-and'Per-

forming Arts' co-chair, features excerpts from
the actual interrogation:oft OssianiSweet and
his brol.hers and Clarence Darruw st closmg
arguments 3471 .1

In stagmg an anniversary! pmductlon mf the
play, UDM faculty and:staffisawsan opportu-
nity. tateducaterpeople about historys and-dis-
cuss race relations;injconjunctionswith Black
History:MonthZ{

“This-isia gem of Detroit history’ that/we
need tol getiasspotlight on,’7said Charles
Marske, dean of UDM'’s College'of Literature
and Education: “We want this to:be an educa-
tional experience;™

(See SWEETWTRIALS, Page Two)







