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Togo, she rejoined the Peace |
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Followmg -her remm to l.he
‘U.S., Sister Elizabeth became
dl:cclor of commumcauons for
 the! ‘Detroit..Proyince! of‘ the
- a'Sister!of Mercy. for 74’ years, | Slsiers of Mercy. In 1987, she’
died‘“on\January 2,12007," at! began teaching English in the
McAuleyLRenrement Center in ] adult” education” ‘program in
Earmmgtoanls She was 91", Hamtramck. This work gave her'
“#She was bor June 1,/1915,'in’ | more time to focus on peace and
Pmconmng, ‘Michigan, the sucth social justice issues.
of seven children of Thomas and Sister Elizabeth was acuve in

i 'kf“aifmmgltoia. ﬁxlis, A'Ml) e
 Sister Elizabeth LaForest, RSM,'

Elizabeth (Nadeau) LaForest. | the ~‘Michigan’ Farmworker
Shewas named Elizabeth Hazel: | Support-Group,- Focus HOPE
at her baptism and educated ina. | Amnesty Iuternanona read

one-room, schoolhouse near the,
* family; farm before co pletu:g
high: school at St. Michael’s in ‘
Pinconning. 'She joined the | Groundwork for a' Just World, |
Sisters of Mercy in 1932, and ‘ ‘The Nuclear Resister, Paralyzed .
‘was given the name, Sister Mary |~ Veterans = of America ' and
Austina. 'She professed final |~ Witness for peace. She traveled
Yows on August 16,1938. ; to Haiti, with Pax Christi on a

~Sister Elizabeth recently said, | fact-finding mission, to Hon-
“My life has been divided into | duras with SHARE to accompa-
two parts:'the life of a professor | ny Salvadoran refugees. from
and' teacher, unconcerned about | Mesa Grande to their homes in
other things; and then, the life of | Bl Salvador, and made a pil-
a peace activist.” grimage’ to Mexico ‘City ' for

Her 40-year, teaching career | * peace and reconciliation. -
ranged from pre-school Mont-/| ° She participated in' anti-
essori.through the university | ‘nuclear demonstrations _at
level. Sister Elizabeth earned-a | Waurtsmith Air Force ‘Base in
bachelor’s. degree in English ~ Oscoda, Williams International
from it,”  in Commerce Township and the
a master’s from the University - Nevada nuclear test site. Sister
of Detroit, and a master’s and  Elizabeth was arrested’ several
Ph.D in French from Laval times and served two jail terms,
University 'in 'Quebec. She ' of 10 and 21 days. She was also
taught elementary students for arrested while supporting strik-
12 years in. Grand Rapids, ing newspaper workers . in
-Grand. Haven, Cadillac, Mus- .

"kegon, Lansing. and, Midland
e iy

- for:the"World,' Call to Acuon,
‘Detroit/Windsor - Refugee Coa-.
lition, ‘Greenpeace,  Network, |
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Jushce c:.rcles, using’ her com-
puter:as a tool for information,;
political advocacy ‘and corre-
| spondence. with-other;activists..
Mpad'-iﬁeep-thbsxsters—at—d
- the/ retirement. center informed;
"kabollt current/affairs by posting’
articles: on a social issues bul-
% letin jboard: Sister’ Elizabeth is
survived' by her nieces and
nephews, her many friends, and
the members of her Mercy com-,
munity.
rA welcommg service was
held on, January 4,.2007, .at 3
p.m. at McAuley Center, 28750
s'of divi- | Eleven Mile Road, Farmington
mzfnh:;:tﬁre:s:eﬂlglulj:: political, | Hills, with aprayer service at 7
= ial, social, or economic to | P-m. The Mass of Resurrection
ﬁk for a world in which we_\ was celebrated in the McAuley
share one God and one people, ! Center Chapel on ;January 5,
id Rey. Ed Rowe of Central 2007, followed by burial at Holy
Usmmted Methodist Church in|Sepulchre Cemetery, Southfield.
Detroit, “Though’ Sister Eliza- McCabe - Funeral - Home,
beth was small in phys:cal Farmington Hills, was in charge
stature, she'was a giant in moral of arrangements. *
strength and vision ‘of non-vio- ', .
lent' peacemaking ~for our
world,” ~said' 'Rev. = Peter.
Dougherty, founder and ‘out-
reach - coordinator. ~of _ the
Michigan Peace Team.

Human rights activist Rudy
Simons  described . Sister
Elizabeth as “the best kind of
teacher there is — through the
example of her own life — gen-
tle, cheerful, and comnmried to
justice and peace.” Upon learn-
ng of Sister Elizabeth’s death,
Bishop Thomas Gumbleton said
simply, “She’s a saint.”

6871
a Togolese: proverb that gogs,
“The- tears running down your |
face.do not blind you." This say-
"ing certainly describes. the per-
son and life of our Sister
Elizabeth LaForest. Shcwas on
of' those extraordmary persons‘
who, ‘moved! to-tears, , ' was sull
able to'see clearly
those injustices that provoke
such emotion. Her commmnent
to direct. action fors syste:mc
change helped keep our congre- |
gation and’ our qhumh honest
and focused.”" '
‘“Sister Ehzabeth s lifer
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