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Frank Vel believed there was more to
teaching than just educating students.

The longtime educator with a quick wit and
infectious laugh liked to inject levity into the
classroom to keep his courses interesting.

"He wasn't just a teacher, he was an
inspiration and an entertainer," said his
wife, Maureen Vel. "He came alive while
teaching and wanted the students to feel
the same about learning."

After a prolonged bout with cancer, Mr. Vel,
a former journalism instructor and school
administrator, died of a stroke Aug. 8 at his
home in Stanwood. He was 77.

While teaching at the University of Detroit,
Mr. Vel helped initiate a curriculum for
yearbook instruction and spent more than
a quarter-century teaching summer
journalism workshops at universities

Frank Vel

throughout the United States and Canada.
Students and advisers learned about layout, design and photography.

Bob Berschback, a sales representative for Jostens, a leading publisher of yearbooks in the
country, taught the workshops with Mr. Vel and cowrote a book on yearbook design and layout
with him.

"The workshops attracted thousands of kids," he said. "Frank had an amazing gift for storytelling
and used that talent in his instruction. You didn't just get facts, figures and boring lectures.”

Born and raised in Detroit, Mr. Vel served in the Army during the Korean War and attained the
rank of sergeant.

After his discharge, he attended Eastern Michigan University, graduating in 1954 with a degree
in journalism. Five years later, he received a master's degree in education from the University of
Michigan.

His teaching career began at Lincoln High School in the Van Dyke district, where he taught
English for five years.
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