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LANSING (AP) — Michael Cavanagh
fondly remembers his summers shoveling coal
aboard a Great Lakes freighter with stops in
Duluth, Oswego and Silver Bay.

The work was grueling, with the heat hov-
ering near 100 degrees in the ship’s bowels.
When the S.T. Crapo passed by his hometown
of Detroit, Cavanagh wistfully wondered what
his college buddies were doing.

But the food was first-rate, the helpings
were huge and the good pay helped put him
through college.

Most importantly, Cavanagh says 45 years
later, he learned a lasting lesson on the Great
Lakes: how to work together.

“You had to develop a certain sense of pur-
pose,” he says of the eclectic crew of 25 to 30
men. Getting along with those you disagree
with, he adds, is critical in “whatever it is you
wind up doing.”

Cavanagh’s words serve him well on the

" Michigan Supreme Court, where he has been
a justice for nearly 24 years, including four as
chief justice.

He’s seeking his
final eight-year term in
the November election
and can remember a
time not long ago
when the court was
split between justices
nominated by Democ-
rats and Republicans
— with an independent
in the seventh seat.

CAVANAGH
Then, Cavanagh ho_:mm the majority fairly
frequently.

Now, the Democratic nominee is at odds
with many opinions issued by the conserva-
tive court. He noted after announcing his re-
election bid: “I wake up in the morning say-
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ing, ‘I dissent.

Cavanagh is one of five candidates vying
for two open seats. The others are attorney
Jane Beckering, nominated by the Democratic
Party; Justice Maura Corrigan and former
state lawmaker Marc Shulman, nominated by
the Republican Party; and Kerry Morgan,
nominated by the Libertarian Party.

Although political parties select Supreme
Court candidates, the ballot is nonpartisan and

doesn’t indicate which party nominated which
candidate. Cavanagh and Corrigan have the

- advantage of their incumbent status being

noted on the ballot.

Despite often dissenting, Cavanagh “has a
collegial manner about him that allows him to
agree and disagree but still be agreeable,” says
Dennis Archer, a former Detroit mayor who
served as a Democratic nominee on the
Supreme Court with Cavanagh. “He has the
continued respect of those in majority.”

The 65-year-old has served 12 more years
on the current court than the justice with the
second-longest tenure, Elizabeth Weaver.

“ provide the court with a good amount of
institutional memory,” Cavanagh says.

In his office at the Michigan Hall of Jus-

- tice in Lansing, next to a painting of the S.T.

Crapo, is a photo of his older brother, the late
Detroit Mayor Jerome Cavanagh.

Jerome Cavanagh and his friends had gone
to law school, steering Michael Cavanagh in
the same direction. After graduating from the
University of in 1962, Michael
Cavanagh took night law classes there while
working as an insurance claims adjuster and a
Friend of the Court investigator.

Upon graduation, he worked for the city
attorney’s office in Lansing. He never left the
area and credits his four decades as a judge to a
fortunate series of events, including the creation
of a new Lansing district court seat and six new
state Court of Appeals judgeships in the 1970s.

“I always had a passing interest in politics,”
says Cavanagh, who saw his brother run
Detroit during the turbulent 1960s. “I ran and
got elected.”

After serving on the district court for two
years and the Court of Appeals for eight, the
East Lansing resident won a Supreme Court
seat in 1982.

A self-described moderate, Cavanagh says
he tries to adhere to the Legislature’s intent.
The conservative majority may strive for the
same thing, Cavanagh says, but he’s frustrated
when its approach causes unintended results.

“To focus your determination on whether
the I's are dotted and the T’s are crossed .
does a disservice to the process,” Cavanagh
says.

To counter that, he writes dissents hoping
his view will be adopted in the future. That
happened last year, when the U.S. Supreme -
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