IStudent association breaks
new ground at UDM
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Two months ago, several enter-
ising law students at the Univer-
y of Detroit Mercy School of
w formed a new student organi-
fion. This new student organi-
tion is unique because, unlike
ost other student organizations,
is not yet a chapter of a larger
tional or regional organization.
1e Immigration Law Students
ssociation (ILSA) is the only
ident-led organization in Michi-
n'— and one of only three in the
S. — dedicated to the promotion
“student interest in immigration
w. ILSA is a pioneer in the rela-
/ely young field of immigration
w and reflects UDM’s role in
Jucating the growing numbers of

woattorneys practicing immi-

ation law.

A core group of three law stu-
nts, Karen Caird, Megan Beg-
y and Benjamin Bartlett, met in
>ptember 2006 to talk about
eir future careers in the law and

brainstorm ways in which they
yuld launch their careers as
imigration attorneys. Out of
at informal brainstorming ses-
on, ILSA was born. Karen
aird, the president of ILSA,
ytes that “ILSA was a natural fit
r UDM, with Detroit being a
yrder town and the opportunities
fered through the Immigration
aw Clinic.” Megan Begley
«plains the genesis of ILSA:
\s students approaching gradua-
on, we wanted to create a group
at could assist other students in
arning more about this particu-
r field as-well as creating a sort
( stepping stone to begin practice
 immigration law.” In just two
onths, 37 students have joined
_SA and ILSA hosted a highly-
iccessful immigration law semi-
ar at UDM on November 10,
)06, that attracted more than 100
nmigration attorneys from
cro8s Michigan.” ILSA has a
nmber of activities planned for
¢ Test of the academic year that
icludes fundraisers, bringing
rominent speakers to UDM, and

developing a student-attorney
mentoring program.

ILSA is riding a wave of inter-
est in immigration law. There is a
“perfect storm” building interest
in immigration law: the U.S. is
experiencing the highest level of
immigration in U.S. history, the
immigration agencies were
recently-reorganized in the
biggest bureaucratic shuffle in
U.S. history, and — with Democ-
rats now in control of the House
and Senate — prospects for com-
prehensive immigration reform
are better than they have been for
many years. As testament to the
heightened interest in immigra-
tion law, the membership of the
Michigan chapter of the American
Immigration Lawyers Association

 (AILA) has nearly doubled in the

past five years to over 275 active
members.

As members of ILSA, UDM
students are also student members
of AILA, which has over 10,000
members nationwide. Due to its
rapid growth over the past few
years, AILA has focussed more
on expanding services to mem-
bers, than on reaching out to law
students interested in immigration
law. ILSA and AILA are about to
change that relationship. AILA is
very interested in developing stu-
dent chapters of AILA, rather
than the current system of indi-
vidual student membets of AILA.
When he was in Detroit for the
recent immigration law seminar,
Andrew Prazuch, the executive
director of AILA, met with ILSA
and was impressed by their work
and energy: “Students are the
future of immigration law — we
need their ideas, their commit-
ment to the law and their clients —
and ILSA is very much a test-case
of how AILA would like to devel-
op student chapters across the
country.”
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