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DONALD B. TAYLOR, Ph.D. 
DONALD B. TAYLOR, Ph.D., became the 26th president 
of University of Detroit Mercy on July 1, 2022. 

Prior to coming to Detroit Mercy, he served eight 
years as president of Cabrini University, a private 
Roman Catholic University in Pennsylvania that 
provides undergraduate, graduate and post-graduate 
degree programs to more than 2,000 students. 

Taylor served as the chief executive at Cabrini following 
a 22-year career at Benedictine University in Lisle, Ill., 
where he served as Provost and Chief Academic Officer 
from 2008 to 2014. 

Prior to his appointment as Benedictine’s provost, 
Taylor served as the initial dean of the University 
of Sciences, chair of the Department of Biological 
Sciences, and program director for the Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology Program. Taylor joined the 
faculty at Benedictine in 1992. He was awarded the Scholl 
Endowed Chair in the Health Sciences in 1997. 

Before Benedictine, he was supported by a research 
fellowship from the Van Vleet Cancer Foundation. 
Taylor earned a B.S. in education and a Ph.D. in cell and 
molecular biology from the University of Memphis. 

Taylor’s research interests have included the 
biochemical, cellular and molecular mechanisms of blood 
platelet aggregation, blood clot formation, and cell-cell 
interactions, to the design, synthesis, and characterization 
of novel pharmaceutical compounds for use in the study 
of hemostasis and thrombosis. His research interests 
in higher education have included problem-based 
learning, effective partnerships in science education at the 
K-16 level, and educational technologies. 

He has published more than 40 peer-reviewed abstracts, manuscripts and reviews in scientific journals and has 
given and participated in more than 60 presentations on science and higher education. Taylor has received 20 
awards for teaching, research, and service and secured millions of dollars in extramural funding, including large 
awards from the Department of Energy, Howard Hughes Medical Institute, and the National Science Foundation. 

Taylor and his wife, Lechia, a nurse and certified case manager, have a son, Seth. They live in University Commons 
neighborhood in Detroit. 
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ORDER OF ACADEMIC PROCESSION 

Bagpiper 

Mace Bearer 

Grand Marshal 

Presidents and Delegates from 
Institutions of Higher Education 

Delegates of Learned Societies and Associations 

University Faculty and Faculty Librarians 

University Staff and Administrators 

University Vice Presidents 

University Deans 

University Associate Vice Presidents 

Major Directors 

University Religious Sponsors 

Gift Presenters 

University Trustees 

President Emeritus of the University 

Chair of the Board of Trustees 

Incoming President of the University 

MISSION 

University of Detroit Mercy, a Catholic university in the Jesuit and Mercy traditions, exists to provide 
excellent student-centered undergraduate and graduate education in an urban context. A Detroit Mercy 
education seeks to integrate the intellectual, spiritual, ethical and social development of students. 



 

   
 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

ORDER OF CEREMONY 

ACADEMIC PROCESSIONAL AND SALUTATION 
PAMELA ZARKOWSKI, J.D., M.P.H. — Grand Marshal 

NATIONAL ANTHEM 
UNIVERSITY CHORUS 

INVOCATION 
AASIYAH KHAN JACOB YASSO 

Student Student 

PRESENTATION OF GIFTS 

RELIGIOUS SPONSORS 
JUDITH MOUCH, RSM, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 

GILBERT SUNGHERA, S.J., Society of Jesus 

COMMUNITY GIFT 
STUDENTS 

MARK FORMOSA CHRISTIN DEWBERRY 
SONYA SIMMONS TAYLOR JOHNSON 
RITA ALSABAGH EDIE GIBSON 

COMMUNITY GIFT 
DANIEL GREIG 

TO WALK WITH YOU 
Music and lyrics by DANIEL GREIG 

MUSICAL INTERLUDE 
TO WALK WITH YOU, UNIVERSITY CHORUS 

TO WALK WITH YOU 
Give me ears that listen closely 

and eyes of faith to see. 
Give me hands that serve with mercy 

to comfort those in need. 
Give me a heart for justice 

and courage, I pray 
to lead, to serve, 

to walk with you all of my days. 

Holy wisdom, be my counselor. 
Guide me in the work I’m called to do. 

Give me the gift of right judgement 
that I may know your will and always follow you. 

God, in your compassion, teach my heart to seek 
to find your presence around and in all things. 

Strengthen me, please give me what I need. 
Grant to me peace, that passes all understanding. 
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INSTALLATION AND INVESTITURE OF THE PRESIDENT 

Please join us for a reception in the Ballroom of the Student Union. 

MISSIONING OF THE PRESIDENT 
PATRICIA FLYNN, RSM, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas Institute Leadership Team 

DANIEL MCDONALD, S.J., Provincial Assistant for Higher Education for the Midwest Jesuits 

BLESSING OF THE MEDALLION 
JUDITH MOUCH, RSM, Sisters of Mercy of the Americas 

GILBERT SUNGHERA, S.J., Society of Jesus 

INVESTITURE WITH THE MEDALLION OF OFFICE 
MICHAEL MCNAMARA 

Chair, University of Detroit Mercy Board of Trustees 

PRESENTATION OF THE MACE 
ANTOINE M. GARIBALDI, Ph.D. 

President Emeritus, University of Detroit Mercy 

INTRODUCTION OF THE PRESIDENT 
BILL CARROLL, Ph.D. 

President Emeritus, Benedictine University 

INAUGURAL ADDRESS 
DONALD B. TAYLOR, Ph.D. 

President 

ACADEMIC RECESSIONAL 
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HIGHER EDUCATION DELEGATES 
UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN, EST. 1817 

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, EST. 1842 
BOSTON COLLEGE, EST. 1863 

FERRIS STATE UNIVERSITY, EST. 1884 
AQUINAS COLLEGE, EST. 1886 

BENEDICTINE UNIVERSITY, EST. 1887 
SEATTLE UNIVERSITY, EST. 1891 

MERCY COLLEGE OF OHIO, EST. 1918 
CARLOW UNIVERSITY, EST. 1929 

LAWRENCE TECHNOLOGICAL UNIVERSITY, EST. 1932 
MADONNA UNIVERSITY, EST. 1937 
FAIRFIELD UNIVERSITY, EST. 1942 

MACOMB COMMUNITY COLLEGE, EST. 1954 
PENN STATE HARRISBURG, EST. 1966 

ECUMENICAL THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, EST. 1980 

LEARNED SOCIETIES & ASSOCIATION DELEGATES 
ASSOCIATION OF CATHOLIC COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, EST. 1899 

MICHIGAN COLLEGES ALLIANCE, EST. 1949 
ASSOCIATION OF JESUIT COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES, EST. 1970 

CONFERENCE FOR MERCY HIGHER EDUCATION, EST. 2002 



 
 
  
 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 

 

  
  

  
  

 
 

UNIVERSITY MACE & CREST 

The mace is ceremonial and dates back to 16th Century England where it was used as a formidable weapon 
to protect high-ranking civil, educational and religious officials, and royalty. Today the mace has become 
a symbol of authority and is carried by a distinguished member of the academic community. In today’s 
ceremony, it is being carried by Kristin Johnston, the director of the University’s Office of Diversity, Equity 
& Inclusion. 

Attached to the crown of the mace is the University crest. 
Circumscribed around the consolidated institutions’ crests is the 
name of the University. The left side of the crest’s inner 
circle portrays two wolves at a pot, symbolizing the 
generosity of the Loyola family — Ignatius Loyola was the 
founder of the Society of Jesus. After all the family and 
workers were fed, even the wild animals had the pot to lick. 

The motto of the Jesuits, “Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam” (For the Greater Glory 
of God), is located above the wolves and the pot. The date 1877 refers to 

the founding of University of Detroit by the Jesuits. 

On the right side of the inner circle is a cross, which is the 
symbol of the Religious Sisters of Mercy, who founded Mercy 
College of Detroit in 1941. The open book is the traditional symbol 
for a college and upon the open pages is inscribed Mercy College’s 
motto, “Maria Sedes Sapientiae” (Mary, Seat of Wisdom). The three 
canettes, or baby ducklings, are taken from the coat of arms of the 

Archdiocese of Detroit, symbolizing the Archdiocese and Detroit. 
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UNIVERSITY LEADERSHIP 
ADMINISTRATION 

PRESIDENT 
DONALD B. TAYLOR, Ph.D. 

PROVOST & VICE PRESIDENT FOR ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
PAMELA ZARKOWSKI, J.D. 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR FINANCE & ADMINISTRATION 
THOMAS MANCEOR, M.A. 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR ENROLLMENT & STUDENT AFFAIRS 
DEBORAH STIEFFEL, M.S. 

VICE PRESIDENT FOR UNIVERSITY ADVANCEMENT 
ARNOLD D’AMBROSIO, M.A.L.S. 

UNIVERSITY COUNSEL & SECRETARY TO THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
MONICA BARBOUR, J.D. 

INTERIM VICE PRESIDENT FOR MISSION INTEGRATION 
CARRIE NANTAIS, Ph.D. 

DEANS 
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS & EDUCATION, EST. 1877 

DEAN JOCELYN M. BORYCZKA, Ph.D. 

UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES, EST. 1877 
INTERIM DEAN OF UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES MARILYN DOW, M.I.L.S. 

COLLEGE OF ENGINEERING & SCIENCE, EST. 1911 
DEAN KATHERINE SNYDER,  Ph.D. 

SCHOOL OF LAW, EST. 1912 
DEAN JELANI JEFFERSON EXUM, J.D. 

COLLEGE OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION, EST. 1916 
DEAN JOSEPH G. EISENHAUER, Ph.D. 

SCHOOL OF DENTISTRY, EST. 1932 
DEAN MERT N. AKSU, D.D.S., J.D. 

COLLEGE OF HEALTH PROFESSIONS & MCAULEY SCHOOL OF NURSING, EST. 1941 
INTERIM DEAN JANET BAIARDI, Ph.D. 

SCHOOL OF ARCHITECTURE & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, EST. 1964 
DEAN DAN PITERA, M.Arch 

SCHOOL OF OPTOMETRY, EST. 2023 
DEAN SULMAN HANS, O.D. 
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FORMER PRESIDENTS 

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT MERCY COLLEGE OF DETROIT 
1877 JOHN B. MIEGE, S.J. 
1880 JAMES G. WALSHE, S.J. 
1885 JOHN P. FRIEDEN, S.J. 
1889 MICHAEL P. DOWLING, S.J. 
1893 HENRY A. SCHAAPMAN, S.J. 
1897 JAMES G. FOLEY, S.J. 
1902 LOUIS KELLINGER, S.J. 
1907 RICHARD D. SLEVIN, S.J. 
1911 WILLIAM F. DOOLEY, S.J. 
1915 WILLIAM T. DORAN, S.J. 
1921 JOHN P. MCNICHOLS, S.J. 
1932 ALBERT P. POETKER, S.J. 
1939 CHARLES H. CLOUD, S.J. 
1944 WILLIAM J. MILLOR, S.J. 
1949 CELESTIN J. STEINER, S.J. 
1960 LAURENCE V. BRITT, S.J. 
1966 MALCOLM CARRON, S.J. 
1979 ROBERT A. MITCHELL, S.J. 

1941 MARY PATRICIA GARVEY, RSM 
1952 MARY LUCILLE MIDDLETON, RSM 
1957 MARY KARL GEORGE, RSM 
1971 AGNES MARY MANSOUR, RSM 
1983 MAUREEN A. FAY, O.P. 

UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT MERCY 
1990 MAUREEN A. FAY, O.P., PRESIDENT EMERITUS 
2004 GERARD L. STOCKHAUSEN, S.J. 
2011 ANTOINE M. GARIBALDI, PRESIDENT EMERITUS 



 

  
 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

MICHAEL T. MCNAMARA 
Chairman of the Board 
President, Hollingsworth, LLC 

JAMES P. HOLLAND, M.B.A. ’89 
Vice Chairman of the Board 
Retired Executive Vice President for Engineering & 
Chief Technical Officer, Multimatic, Inc. 
Retired Vice President for Vehicle Components & 
Systems Engineering, Ford Motor Company 

DONALD B. TAYLOR, Ph.D. 
President 
University of Detroit Mercy 

SR. MICHELE T. ARONICA, RSM, Ph.D. 
Leadership and Org. Development Consultant 
Actualizing Potential Consultants 

JEFFREY J. BOURGOIN, M.B.A. ’86 
Executive Director & Controller 
Operations Finance 
Ford Motor Company 

MICHAEL J. BRENNER, M.B.A. ’67 
Executive Vice President 
Related Companies 

SR. HELEN MARIE BURNS, RSM, Ph.D. 
Trinity Health — Project Work 
Former Vice President of Mission Integration 
Mount Aloysius College 

JUDITH A. CAREY, RSM, Ph.D. 
Organizational Consultant/Facilitator 

MICHAEL A. CARTER, SR., M.B.A. ’72, ’78 
President and CEO and Managing Partner 
MAC, LLC and Pinnacle Construction Partners, LLC 

MARY M. FISHER, D.D.S. ’81 
Owner 
Mary Fisher, D.D.S., P.C. 

RONALD V. FOURNIER ’85 
President 
Truscott Rossman 

MEREDITH R. HARPER ’94, ’97 
Senior Vice President 
Chief Information Security Officer 
Synchrony Financial 

NANCY E. HAZELY ’78 
Chief Executive Officer 
Tax Trilogy, LLC 

REV. BRIAN F. LINNANE, S.J., Ph.D. 
Retired President 
Loyola University Maryland 

J. THOMAS MCCLAIN, S.J. ’72 
General Treasurer 
General Curia of the Society of Jesus 

GEORGETTE MORROW ’68 
Retired Executive Vice President of Finance 
CBS Entertainment and CBS Television Studios 

REV. THEODORE MUNZ, S.J. ’76 
Special Assistant for Financial Sustainability 
USA Midwest Province of the Society of Jesus 

ERIC J. STANCZAK, JR. ’93 
Director, North America Product Development Quality 
General Motors Company 
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University of Detroit Mercy would like to thank the Inauguration Planning Committee 

EMIL BROLICK ’69, ’72 
Honorary Chair 
Presidential Search Committee 

PAMELA ZARKOWSKI, J.D., M.P.H. * 
Provost & Vice President for 
Academic Affairs 
Chair 

MARGARET AUER ’65 * 
Dean Emerita, Libraries and 
Instructional Technology 

RON BERNAS * 
Director of Communications 

DEANNA BLEVINS * 
Director of University Services 
& Student Fitness Center 

ADAM BOUTON 
Social Media & Web Specialist 

LIZ BOYAR 
Administrative Assistant, Dean’s 
Office, College of Health Professions 

ARNOLD D’AMBROSIO ’17 * 
Vice President for University 
Advancement 

GARY ERWIN 
Associate Vice President for 
Marketing & Communications 

TIMOTHY FAIR 
Director of Athletic Facilities 
& Equipment 

DANIEL GREIG 
Music Minister, University Ministry 
Adjunct Professor, Performing Arts 

EMILY JOHNSON 
Assistant Director of Student Life 

ANITA GICANA KLUEG * 
Director of University Ministry 

ANNA LAWLER 
Minister for Faith Formation 

KAREN LEE, PH.D. 
Associate Vice President for 
Academic Administration 

RICKY LINDSAY 
Senior Communications Officer 

LISA MACDONNELL ’92, ’03 * 
Executive Assistant to the President 

ERIN MCDONALD, CSJ 
Minister for Service & Social Justice 

JEANNE MORGAN 
Web Communication Coordinator 

JUDITH MOUCH, RSM 
Liasion to Sisters of Mercy 
of the Americas 

BRIGETTE MURPHY-BARBEE 
Executive Assistant to the Dean 
& Business Manager, School of 
Architecture & Community 
Development 

BERNIE OWENS, S.J. 
Sacramental Minister 

DIANE PRAET ’78, ’80 * 
Associate Vice President 
& University Registrar 

SONYA REYNA 
Alumni Relations Coordinator 

GABY RIVAS ’12 
Senior Graphic Designer 

MICHAEL SADLER 
Manager of Academic Computing 
& Audio Visual 

GILBERT SUNGHERA, S.J. 
Superior, Detroit Jesuit Community 

VICKI TAYLOR ’21 
Web Content Coordinator 

EDWARD G. TRACY ’89, ’94 * 
Associate Vice President for 
Information Technology 

LYNN VITALE * 
Director of Transfer 
& Graduate Admissions 

CASSANDRA WADLEY 
Special Assistant to the President 

STEPHANIE WHEELER * 
Director of Student Life 

MONICA WILLIAMS * 
Dean of Students 

AMY WISNIEWSKI 
Associate Registrar 

And all the student, staff, 
administrators and faculty volunteers 
who made today’s events possible. 

* Steering Committee members 
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