
COMPARATIVE CIVILIZATIONS (HIS 160-01)( 3 cr) 
Professor :  Dr. Robinson-Dunn 
Class meets TR 11:20-12:35 in B16 
Office- Briggs 326, 993-1107 (a message may be left with the secretary in the Liberal Arts office outside of 
office hours, but do not abuse this privilege, 993-1287) 
Office Hours- TR 12:35-12:50 and 1:45-2:00, W 6:10-6:40 p.m. and by appointment 
 
Course description – this class covers world history from 1500, or the beginnings of western exploration 
and expansion, to the present with an emphasis on cultural contact and exchange.  We will examine 
contributions of various world cultures and civilizations and how encounters between them have shaped the 
modern world and identity formation.  Students should have an understanding of and be able to think 
critically and analytically about the material.  Also, they should be able to work with primary sources and 
communicate their ideas effectively through the spoken and written word.   
 
     The grade for this course will be based on class participation (25%), the mid-term (20%), the final exam 
(30%) and a paper (25%).  In order to pass this class, you must take both exams and submit a paper. 
     The required readings are listed below. Readings from Overfield must be completed by the Tuesday of 
the week that they are assigned.  Please be advised that there will be no deadline extensions for the papers 
and no make-up exams except in cases of serious illness verified by a doctor’s note.  Your papers should be 
free of structural and grammatical errors.  If you have any doubts about your writing skills, see the writing 
center before you submit your paper. 
      The class participation grade is not a warm body grade.  In other words you do not get credit simply for 
being here.  You must demonstrate that you have read and understand the material as well as contribute to 
classroom discussions.  Also, you will have periodic, unannounced in-class writing assignments usually 
lasting for about 15-20 minutes.  These will be based on the readings from Overfield and the lectures.  They 
will help you to practice organizing and communicating your ideas on paper, which will help you on the 
exams.  They will be considered part of your class participation  grade.  General attitude and demeanor 
count as well.  Disruptive behavior, eating in class, and chronic lateness to and early departure from class 
will not be tolerated.   
     Students with disabilities must see me during the first week of class in order to make any special 
arrangements that might be necessary. 
      Required Texts:  Howard Spodek, The World’s History, 2nd edition, Prentice Hall 2001; Andrea 
Overfield, The Human Record, Vol. II, 4th edition, Houghton Mifflin, 2001; and excerpt from Richard 
Burton’s Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage.  The books are available in the bookstore.  Copies of the 
Burton materials may be purchased in the liberal arts office on the first floor of the Briggs building. 
 
Note:  Some weeks you will be responsible for more reading material than others.  Review the assignments 
well in advance and plan your schedule accordingly.  It is recommended that you spend three hours reading 
and studying for every hour of class time. 
 
September 
7-9 -introduction to the course/ Mughal India  
handout and Spodek 444-454, 471-472  
  
14-16- Mughal India con’t and the overlapping cultures of tribe and state in 16th-century Africa 
Overfield:  Leo Africanus 48-51 and Duarte Barbosa 51-54 
Spodek 347, 379-383, 419-421, 463-474 
 
21-23- –16th century Africa con’t and the foundations of European contributions to the modern world:  the 
Renaissance and the Scientific Revolution  
Overfield:  Francis Bacon 154-157 and Marquis de Condorcet 160-165 
Spodek 394-407, 423-430, 456 
 
28- the Ottoman Empire: religious and cultural diversity/ slavery and race in Islam/ Muslim societies of the 
Ottoman Middle East and North Africa 
Overfield:  Impressions of Suleiman I 89-93 and Women in Ottoman Society 111-112 



Spodek 333-339, 366-368, 434, 445 
30 – class does not meet 
 
October 
5-7 – the Ottoman Empire continued and 17th-century China: Confucianism, state, and society/ diplomacy 
and trade 
Overfield:  Meritorious Deeds at No Cost 118-123 and Wang Daokun 127-130 
Spodek 204, 390-393, 436-439, 453 
 
12 – Mid-Term Exam 
14 - imperial encounters in Latin America:  European, Native American, and African influences/ 
institutions of empire 
Overfield:  Bernardino de Sahagun 65-70 and Encomienda Regulations in Paraguay 75-78 
Spodek 406, 409-419, 457,  
 
19-21 - revolutions in European states and society/ nationalism and unification 
Overfield:  Adam Smith 169-173 and Petition of Parisian Women of the Third Estate to Louis XVI 190-193 
Spodek 478-507 
 
26-28 -  revolutions and nationalism continued/ Latin America in the 18th and 19th centuries 
Overfield:  Thomas Paine 194-198 and Sinon Bolivar 199-202 
Spodek 575-581, 509-514,  
 
November 
2-4 - industrialization, 19th-century liberalism, and European imperialism 
Overfield:  Samuel Smiles 275-278 and Images of Imperialism 298-302 
excerpt from Richard Burton’s Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage  
Spodek 517-543, 741-744 
 
9 – individual meetings with students to discuss the paper 
11- the ‘opening’ of China and Japan to Western influence and the global economy 
Overfield:  Letter to Queen Victoria 346-348 and Sakuma Shozan 357-360  
Spodek 542-548, 581-589 
 
16-18  new challenges and Ottoman decline /communist revolutions and the Cold War throughout the 
world 
Overfield:  Announcement to the Arabs 332-336; Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 278-283 and Mao 
Zedong 467-471 
Spodek 541, 549-574, 602-625, 641-658, 678-694 
 
23  politics and identity after imperialism: postcoloniality in the modern world  
Overfield:  Mohandus Gandhi 439-443 and Kabaka Daudi Chwa 449-452 
Spodek 694-711, 745-772 
25 – Thanksgiving break 
 
30 – Paper Due 
  
December 
30-2 - religion, secularism, and the nation-state in the post-cold war era 
Overfield:  the Muslim Brotherhood  434-439 and Girilal Jain 495-497 
Spodek 713-737 
 
7 – Review for final 
9- individual/group consultation and review sessions 
 
14 – Final Exam 11:00-12:50 



COMPARATIVE CIVILIZATIONS (HIS 160-W1)( 3 cr) 
Professor :  Dr. Robinson-Dunn 
Class meets W 6:40-9:10 in B16 
Office- Briggs 326, 993-1107 (a message may be left with the secretary in the Liberal Arts office outside of 
office hours, but do not abuse this privilege, 993-1287) 
Office Hours- TR 12:35-12:50 and 1:45-2:00, W 6:10-6:40 p.m. and by appointment 
 
Course description – this class covers world history from 1500, or the beginnings of western exploration 
and expansion, to the present with an emphasis on cultural contact and exchange.  We will examine 
contributions of various world cultures and civilizations and how encounters between them have shaped the 
modern world and identity formation.  Students should have an understanding of and be able to think 
critically and analytically about the material.  Also, they should be able to work with primary sources and 
communicate their ideas effectively through the spoken and written word.   
 
     The grade for this course will be based on class participation (25%), the mid-term (20%), the final exam 
(30%) and a paper (25%).  In order to pass this class, you must take both exams and submit a paper. 
     The required readings are listed below. Readings from Overfield must be completed by the Tuesday of 
the week that they are assigned.  Please be advised that there will be no deadline extensions for the papers 
and no make-up exams except in cases of serious illness verified by a doctor’s note.  Your papers should be 
free of structural and grammatical errors.  If you have any doubts about your writing skills, see the writing 
center before you submit your paper. 
      The class participation grade is not a warm body grade.  In other words you do not get credit simply for 
being here.  You must demonstrate that you have read and understand the material as well as contribute to 
classroom discussions.  Also, you will have periodic, unannounced in-class writing assignments usually 
lasting for about 15-20 minutes.  These will be based on the readings from Overfield and the lectures.  They 
will help you to practice organizing and communicating your ideas on paper, which will help you on the 
exams.  They will be considered part of your class participation  grade.  General attitude and demeanor 
count as well.  Disruptive behavior, eating in class, and chronic lateness to and early departure from class 
will not be tolerated.   
     Students with disabilities must see me during the first week of class in order to make any special 
arrangements that might be necessary. 
      Required Texts:  Howard Spodek, The World’s History, 2nd edition, Prentice Hall 2001; Andrea 
Overfield, The Human Record, Vol. II, 4th edition, Houghton Mifflin, 2001; and excerpt from Richard 
Burton’s Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage.  The books are available in the bookstore.  Copies of the 
Burton materials may be purchased in the liberal arts office on the first floor of the Briggs building. 
 
Note:  Some weeks you will be responsible for more reading material than others.  Review the assignments 
well in advance and plan your schedule accordingly.  It is recommended that you spend three hours reading 
and studying for every hour of class time. 
 
September 
8 -introduction to the course/ Mughal India  
handout and Spodek 444-454, 471-472  
  
15- Mughal India con’t and the overlapping cultures of tribe and state in 16th-century Africa 
Overfield:  Leo Africanus 48-51 and Duarte Barbosa 51-54 
Spodek 347, 379-383, 419-421, 463-474 
 
22 –16th century Africa con’t and the foundations of European contributions to the modern world:  the 
Renaissance and the Scientific Revolution  
Overfield:  Francis Bacon 154-157 and Marquis de Condorcet 160-165 
Spodek 394-407, 423-430, 456 
 
29- the Ottoman Empire: religious and cultural diversity/ slavery and race in Islam/ Muslim societies of the 
Ottoman Middle East and North Africa 
Overfield:  Impressions of Suleiman I 89-93 and Women in Ottoman Society 111-112 



Spodek 333-339, 366-368, 434, 445 
 
October 
6 – the Ottoman Empire continued and 17th-century China: Confucianism, state, and society/ diplomacy and 
trade 
Overfield:  Meritorious Deeds at No Cost 118-123 and Wang Daokun 127-130 
Spodek 204, 390-393, 436-439, 453 
 
13 – Mid-Term Exam 
 
20- imperial encounters in Latin America:  European, Native American, and African influences/ institutions 
of empire 
Overfield:  Bernardino de Sahagun 65-70 and Encomienda Regulations in Paraguay 75-78 
Spodek 406, 409-419, 457,  
 
27 - revolutions in European states and society/ nationalism and unification 
Overfield:  Adam Smith 169-173 and Petition of Parisian Women of the Third Estate to Louis XVI 190-193 
Spodek 478-507 
 
November 
 
3 -  revolutions and nationalism continued/ Latin America in the 18th and 19th centuries 
Overfield:  Thomas Paine 194-198 and Sinon Bolivar 199-202 
Spodek 575-581, 509-514 
 
10- industrialization, 19th-century liberalism, and European imperialism 
Overfield:  Samuel Smiles 275-278 and Images of Imperialism 298-302 
excerpt from Richard Burton’s Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage  
Spodek 517-543, 741-744 
 
17 – individual meetings with students to discuss the paper 
 
24- the ‘opening’ of China and Japan to Western influence and the global economy/ new challenges and 
Ottoman decline  
Overfield:  Letter to Queen Victoria 346-348, Sakuma Shozan 357-360, and  announcement to the Arabs 
332-336 
Spodek 542-548, 581-589 
 
December 
1 - communist revolutions/ politics and identity after imperialism 
Overfield: Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels 278-283 and Mao Zedong 467-471 
Mohandus Gandhi 439-443 
Spodek 541, 549-574, 602-625, 641-658, 678-694, 694-711, 745-772  
 
8- Paper Due 
8 - Review for final 
 
15- Final Exam 7:30-9:20 
 
 
 
 
  


