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Social Studies Course Descriptions 
 

ECN 100  Introduction to Economics    3 credits 
An introduction to economic way of thinking covering a survey of micro and macro economics including 
basic data sources. 
 
ECN 295  Microeconomic Principles    3 credits 
Study of the scope and method of economics.  The course focuses on: the allocation of resources and 
economic efficiency in production, demand and supply in consumption, pricing system, competition and 
monopoly, the pricing of factor services, and the distribution of income. 
 
ECN 296  Macroeconomic Principles    3 credits 
Study of the scope and method of economics.  Course topics include: measures and determinants of the 
level of aggregate income and demand, inflation, employment, economic development; monetary 
institutions and money supply,  monetary policy; taxes, government borrowing; expenditures, fiscal policy, 
international trade and alternative systems of economic organization. 
 
ECN 305  Money and the Financial System    3 credits 
Introduction to international financial system, balance of payments, exchange of rates and external currency 
markets.  Course topics include: the nature and economic role of money and credit, financial intermediation 
and its control by monetary authority, financial markets, institutions and instruments, interest rate theory, 
level and term structure, yield curve strategies, control of monetary aggregates and their relationship to 
employment and prices, and controversies in monetary policy. 
 
ECN 344  International Economics     3 credits 
A survey course of international trade and employment, poverty and local finance; transportation, housing 
and land use; interactions and opportunity cost of goals; problems and solution in terms of labor markets; 
the price system; multipliers, and industrial and occupational mix; interrelationships of physical planning 
and financial and socioeconomic constraints; patterns of governmental support for urban renewal and 
development. 
 
GEO 211  World Regional Geography    3 credits 
Introduces the more modern concepts in and of regional geography and the importance of geography as an 
influence on world events.  The world will be studied as regions and the natural, political and economic 
reasons and interactions making these regions viable entities.  Care is taken to study examples of western, 
eastern and third world regions. 
 
GEO 212  Geography of Michigan     3 credits 
A study of the physical environment and the economics, cultural, political and historical geography of 
Michigan.  
 
HIS 160  Comparative Civilizations     3 credits 
An introduction to history through the comparative study of civilizations.  An investigation of the period 
from 1500 to the present and the global interaction of civilizations since the beginnings of western 
European exploration and expansion. 
 
 
HIS 200  The Ancient Mediterranean World    3 credits  
An examination of the history and culture of antiquity, with special emphasis on the development and 
historical significance of Greece and Rome.  The readings are primary sources, such as works of literature, 
history, and philosophy.  The evidence of art and archaeology is also considered. 
 
HIS 230  Europe in the 19th and 20th Centuries    3 credits  
The major social, political, economic, cultural and intellectual developments in European history from the 
French Revolution to the present.  Some attention will be paid to European colonialism and imperialism 
during this period. 
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HIS 240  Modern Middle East      3 credits 
An historical survey of the Middle East from the rise of Muhammad to the modern period.  Among the 
topics discussed are the rise and development of Islam, the politics and culture of Islamic empires, women 
and gender in Islam, reactions to the West, Arab nationalism, and the Arab-Israeli conflict. 
 
HIS 250  The United States to 1877     3 credits 
A survey of American development from colonial beginnings through the end of Reconstruction.  Among 
the topics examined are: the encounter of Native Americans, Europeans, and Africans in colonial America; 
the American Revolution; the emergence of the American political system and of distinctive cultural styles; 
changing patterns of work, economy, society, and technology; and the sectional crisis which divided the 
nation. 
 
HIS 251  The United States since 1877     3 credits  
A study of the emergence of modern America.  Among the topics examined are: industrialization, 
urbanization and immigration; the rise of the Welfare State; America as a world power; and the Civil 
Rights Revolution. 
 
HIS 270  Modern China and Japan     3 credits  
An introduction to the history of modern China and Japan, with an emphasis on their political and cultural 
development and their encounter with Western culture and technology. 
 
HIS 290  African History       3 credits 
An introduction to African history and culture from human origins on the continent to the coming of 
independence.  Attention will be paid to the methods and sources used by historians to recover the African 
past, including archaeology, anthropology, geography, linguistics and oral tradition. 
 
HIS 291  Historical Methods      3 credits 
This course is an introduction to historical research and writing, the location and use of primary sources, 
the skills of historical analysis, and questions of style. 
 
HIS 348  African-American History     3 credits 
A survey of African-American history from the West African background to the present.  Among the topics 
examined are: the transatlantic slave trade, the development of African American culture, slavery, free 
blacks, emancipation, life in the segregated South, 20th-century urban migrations, and the era of the civil 
rights movement. 
 
HIS 359  History of American Thought, 1865 to the Present   3 credits 
A survey of major trends from the Civil War to the present, with special attention to the impact of 
evolutionary theory, the reformers and visionaries of the Gilded and Progressive periods; Progressivism; 
the New Deal; and the post World War II period 
 
HIS 457  Michigan History       3 credits 
The history of Michigan with an emphasis on the modern period. 
 
POL 100   Introduction to Political Science     3 credits 
An overview of the discipline and introduction to the basic concepts and vocabulary of political science and 
its subfields.  Its purpose is to enable students to grasp the nature and scope of the discipline and to equip 
them with the conceptual tools with which to examine the complexities of politics in greater depth. 
 
POL 201  Introduction to Law and the Judiciary   3 credits 
Surveys the American legal system.  Provides an understanding of the strengths and weakness of law and 
the role law plays in a complex modern society.  The course is a blend of theory and case analysis in areas 
such as constitutional interpretation, due process, criminal law, torts, contracts and property. 
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POL 210   American Politics     3 credits 
An introduction to the study of American politics.  Familiarizes students with the basic concepts of the 
American political system: its foundations (or roots), its primary institutions and their interaction with one 
another, its primary actors and their political behavior, and its public policy-making process. 
 
POL 260  Introduction of Comparative Politics   3 credits 
Through the use of political system types and representative country studies, this course explores the 
historical and cultural sources of politics in contemporary nation-states.  Topics include the institutional 
and behavioral dimensions of politics, the making of public policy, and the challenge of change in a variety 
of settings.  (See POL 451) 
 
POL 330  Government and Economy    3 credits 
An analysis of the government-economy relationship, including policy issues, public vs. private sector 
outlooks, economic schools and paradigms.  The political economy pre-1932, Keynesianism, the supply-
side school and its sequel are examined, with the policy life cycle and popular politics, the role of the courts 
and administrative agencies, and the supportive, regulatory and managerial functions of government.  
Monetary and fiscal policy, monopoly and anti-trust policy, organized labor are also reviewed. 
 
POL 452  Foreign Policy of the United States   3 credits 
A study of the substantive issues and specialized procedures in American foreign policy.  The 
constitutional provisions, historical traditions, and political values affecting the foreign relations of the 
United States and relations with major powers. 
 
 


