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Course Descriptions for Language Arts 

 

 

CST 101  Fundamentals of Speech     3 credits 

Fundamental understanding of the process of oral communication with an emphasis on receiver behavior.  

Concentrates on basic oral communication competencies: idea phrasing, organization and support of ideas, 

audience analysis and adaptation, confidence, delivery skills and speech preparation procedures. 

 

CST 111  Mass Communication     3 credits 

Understanding the information, entertainment, persuasion, and social cohesion functions of mass media and 

the media’s effect on society and individuals.  Includes an overview of the technologies, including the 

impact of the internet, involved in the primary mass media industries: newspapers, magazines, books, radio, 

television, motion pictures and the recording industry 

 

CST 112  Visual Communication     3 credits 

Introduction to basic concepts of visual literacy: the elements of effective visual images and image 

sequences.  Draws from film, video, photography, and graphic arts for raw materials.  The course is 

oriented toward the appreciative consumption of visual materials rather than their production. 

 

CST 204  Interpersonal Communication    3 credits 

Examination of the theories, research and evidence bearing on various topics, including friendships, 

conflict, love, and relational development.  The active learning approach is used. 

 

CST 304  Small Group Communication    3 credits 

Examination of variables related to communication in small problem-solving groups: task, group 

composition, group climate, role structure, leadership, norms and group development.  Both task and 

interpersonal aspects of group communication are studied.  Experiential activities in group problem-solving 

provides data for examining group processes. 

 

CST 305  Theories of Listening Behavior    3 credits 

Study of listening behavior from three perspectives: (a) listening behavior and its role in the 

communication process; (b) major social and psychological processes involved in the selection and 

cognition of aurally received data; and (c) remedial measures for both speaker and auditor. 

 

CST 314  Intercultural Communication    3 credits 

Using theoretical models, this course provides a comparative study of how cultural characteristics affect 

communication between and within cultures.  Students will gain: a scholarly and reasoned view of the 

beliefs, values, attitudes, and social orientations of other cultures; an enhanced tolerance and appreciation 

for diversity; and specific communication skills designed to reduce uncertainty when communicating in 

perceived conditions of difference. 

 

ENL 201  The Journal      3 credits 

Orientation to the study of English, focusing on the use of the journal as a tool to integrate reading and 

writing while creative, logical, and critical thinking are applied to literature. 

 

ENL 202  Writing Across the Curriculum    3 credits 

Gives students the opportunity to combine interdisciplinary writing and subject matter in order to work 

with specific community/cultural issues.  Students may be asked to write for audiences relevant to their 

own areas of study.  Students may also be asked to write for specific audiences in the Detroit-metro area. 

 

ENL 205  Introduction to Creative Writing    3 credits 

Emphasis on the valuable tension between individual vision and the demands that various genres (poetry, 

short story, dialogues, drama, etc.) place on the individual’s creativity.  Emphasizing both practical tools 

for creative writing and their relationship to nurturing the imagination, the course serves students seeking to 

discover their own creative voice, as well as those going into teaching and/or upper-level creative writing 

courses. 
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ENL 235  The Study of Fiction     3 credits 

Discussion and close analysis of several forms of fiction, designed to improve critical skills and increase 

understanding of the genre of fiction and its role as a cultural artifact.  Texts are studied from at least three 

critical perspectives. 

 

ENL 236  Diverse Voices in Fiction     3 credits 

Introduces students to careful literary analysis by focusing on texts drawn from diverse voices in U.S. 

literatures.  Students explore how these authors negotiate the relationships of the aesthetic, cultural, and 

political in their works, and how interchanges between established and new literatures change each. 

 

ENL 245  The Study of Poetry     3 credits 

Discussion and close analysis of poems, designed to improve critical skills, increase understanding of the 

genre of poetry, and show how poets voice the human concerns of their time.  Texts are studied from at 

least three critical perspectives. 

 

ENL 255  Studies in the Film     3 credits 

A study of the development of film and important films from principal film-producing countries, along 

with the artistry of the directors who produced them. 

 

ENL 265  The Study of Drama     3 credits 

Discussion and close analysis of drama, designed to improve critical skills and increase understandings of 

plays.  Texts are studied from at least three critical perspectives. 

 

ENL 285  African American Literature    3 credits 

Critically examines the work of African American authors, and analyzes these works within a context of 

issues essential to the African-American experience, including: the construction of “blackness”, notions of 

black masculinity and femininity, and representations of the black body.  Students are exposed to a wide 

variety of texts that comprise the African-American literary tradition, including those by authors such as 

Toni Morrison, Zora Neale Hurston, Richard Wright, and Amiri Baraka.  

 

ENL 295  The Study of Folklore     3 credits 

An exploration of folktales, urban legends and folkways of local folk groups, those in the U.S., and groups 

in other countries.  The dynamic and various nature of the folk process is examined in terms of theories of 

the function and resilience of folk performances.  Students may document folklore of their own groups. 

 

ENL 301  Writing of Fiction     3 credits 

Prerequisite:  ENL 205 or permission of the Creative Writing Director 

Students explore the craft of creating fiction by reading, writing, and revising short stories.  Working in 

small groups is a key component in the revision of student work. 

 

ENL 302  Writing of Poetry     3 credits 

Prerequisite:  ENL 205 or permission of the Creative Writing Director 

Exploration of the craft of writing poetry, with emphasis on tapping creative sources of observation and 

memory, study of poetic uses of language, and the writing and revising of a variety of poems.  Peer 

critiquing forms a key component in the course. 

 

ENL 303  Technical Writing     3 credits 

Practical application of basic technical writing principles and acceptable guidelines in scientific and 

industrial reporting.  Students use an audience-centered approach on lab and field studies, memoranda, 

progress  reports, detailed instructions, and typical formal documents. 

 

ENL 304  Writing of Screenplays     3 credits  

Introduction to the art of motion picture scriptwriting in which students critique screenplays as well as 

produce their own.  Subjects addressed include traditional Hollywood modes of storytelling, and 

experimental cinematic narrative practices of the postmodern era such as non-linear alternatives to 

traditional cause-and-effect plots, self-reflexive narrative, and the impact of digital cinema on visual 

narrative. 
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ENL 305  Freelance Writing for Print and Web   3 credits 

An introduction to the interdisciplinary forms and content of creative non-fiction.  Particular attention is 

paid to the strategies and styles of writing short pieces of arts criticism and magazine-length personal 

profiles.  Students identify markets, audiences, and a personal writing voice that enable them to sell non-

fiction to commercial markets.  In addition to traditional tree-press markets, students write for the 

burgeoning Internet market and other e-press venues. 

 

ENL 306  Research and Research Writing    3 credits 

Study of the reasons and rationale for engaging in research.  Through various topics, issues, or 

community/cultural problems, students will use research to discover and produce new ideas or responses.  

Students will learn advanced techniques in gathering research through field work, interviews, and computer 

retrieval. 

 

ENL 326  History of the English Language    3 credits 

The study of the English language in various contextual and historical forms.  Consideration may be given 

to economic, political, historical, technological, literary, linguistic, gendered, or racial usages of and 

influences on English. 

 

ENL 390  Children’s Literature     3 credits 

Exploration of values inherent in major genres of children’s books.  Emphasis is on developing critical 

skills for evaluating literature used in pre-school, elementary, and middle school grades. 

 

ENL 391  Young Adult Literature     3 credits 

An interdisciplinary, transnational exploration of young adult/adolescent literatures.  Genres studied 

include poetry, short story, novel and film.  Emphasis is placed on issues of race, class, and gender, and on 

the young adult reader. 

 

 

TRE 131  Introduction to the Theatre    3 credits  

An examination of theatre as a complex and living art form from the perspectives of writer, interpretive 

artists, and audience.  This is a non-performance course which exposes students to the components of 

theatrical production as a means of cultural expression. 

 

TRE 161  Fundamentals of Acting     3 credits 

An introductory survey of the crafts of acting.  The course focuses on fundamental work in improvisation, 

developing the body as an instrument, and theatre speech and diction.  It is required for all majors; 

recommended for non-majors. 

 

 


