UNIVERSITY OF DETROIT MERCY

Assessment Report

Time Period: Fall 2008-Fall 2010

The Assessment Team seeks to collaborate with departments/programs/units to ensure that effective assessment of student learning occurs across the University. To assist in meeting this goal, the team requests that you complete the Assessment Report for your specific program.

There are three submissions required as part of the process, with each submission adding to the previous material.

1. First Submission: Due January 15, 2009. The individual responsible must enter general information about the program/unit, list student learning outcomes, and explain how assessment of learning outcomes will occur during the academic year 2008-09.

2. Second Submission: Due September 30, 2009. Items reported include the student learning strengths and weaknesses, what changes you will make to address those, and how will you implement the changes. 
3. Final submission: Due September 30, 2010. The effectiveness of   

the changes is reported.

Save the word document on your computer to allow you to return to the file for each subsequent submission.

DUE DATES:

PERTINENT SECTIONS
January 15, 2009: 

 Part I, Part II, and Part III Items 1-3

September 30, 2009
 Part III Items 4-7

September 30, 2010
 Part III Item 8

Submit all sections of the report to academicaffairs@udmercy.edu

Part I. Program Information
Program:  Economics
Level:         X___  Bachelor      _____ Master’s      _____ Doctoral     ______ Other
Chair/Coordinator/Unit Head:  Harriet Beasley
Email:  beaslht@udmercy.edu


Phone:  3-1111
Reporter:    Sam Smith  
Email:  smithsp@udmercy.edu


Phone:  3-9999
Part II. Student Learning Outcomes

List four student learning outcomes for the program. If your accrediting agency requires more detailed statements, select the most important ones focused on student learning.

Graduates of the program will:

1. use mathematical methods to represent economic concepts and to analyze economic issues.
2. express economic ideas succinctly and professionally both in writing and orally
3. represent economic relationships in terms of theoretical models
4. gather economic data pertinent to economic theories in order to analyze economic questions
Part III. Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes

DUE DATE FOR ITEMS 1-3: January 15, 2009

Choose one outcome to assess during the 2008-09 academic year. Give the primary instrument you will use to assess that outcome. The primary instrument should be a direct measure that includes immediate evaluation of a student performance such as a test, paper, project, etc. You may want to choose an embedded senior assignment since the goal is to obtain evidence of program outcomes, not course outcomes. You may use indirect measures in addition to the primary instrument. Indirect measures are less immediate but relevant evidence of student learning. Indirect measures include student reports on what they learned, graduate school admissions, job placement, etc. For each instrument, identify how the instrument will be evaluated, who will do this and when.
Student Learning Outcome #__2__
	1. Embedded Assignment or Other Activity to Be Examined 


	2. How is the embedded assignment or other activity evaluated?


	3. Who Will Examine & When?



	Analysis of senior capstone research projects

	Use a rubric collaboratively designed by the faculty that describes criteria and standards of judgement 
	At the end of Term II, faculty who teach the senior courses.

	Focus groups of current students. Chair of the department meets with senior students for one hour at the end of term II.

	Chair compiles answers from a specific set of questions for discussion by faculty.
	Faculty at annual assessment meeting in May 2009.


DUE DATE FOR ITEMS 4-7: September 30, 2009

Each department/program/unit should have a meeting focused on assessment where the results from the analysis are discussed. At this meeting, the strengths and weaknesses of student learning in the outcome under consideration are identified. Plans will be made to use this information to make changes in curriculum, instructions, etc.

Student Learning Outcome #__2__

4. Major Student Learning Strengths

From capstone: writing skills in economics generally "acceptable". Students created well-designed Powerpoint slides for presentation.
From focus groups: Writing required more than speaking. In particular, in at least two courses ECN 425 and ECN 479
5. Major Student Learning Weaknesses

From capstone: Writing skills in economics generally "acceptable" but not "very good" or "excellent". Students showed an ability to collect pertinent information but over relied on the Web. Presentations revealed a lack of training in how to present.
From focus groups: most courses do not involve oral communication, although it would be useful after graduation in the work force. More discussion and presentations were advised.
6. Agreed upon changes

Include discussions in senior capstone course ECN 499. Include an assignment that requires an oral presentation in a junior-level course ECN 304. Faculty will develop a set of guidelines for oral presentations and a rubric that clearly expresses criteria and standards for judgment.
7. How changes will be implemented in 2009-10

Faculty teaching ECN 499 and ECN 304 will implement the use of discussions and the new assignment into the courses. The new oral presentation guidelines and rubric will be handed to students in all ECN classes that require oral reports.
DUE DATE FOR ITEM 8: September 30, 2010

Student Learning Outcome #__2__

8. How effective was implementation?

Student presentations were generally of higher quality than in previous years. 
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